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:,'i'ébuonsideration of the final part of the above org er.  The object in
Government was to ensure, as far as practicable, iuspection of the wy
"“tiny. of the account of the petty contractor by the Range Officer o
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‘ Pr"oceeding: of the Madras Government, Pﬁ&!ic IVorL::'D.epartmenL
C 24th July 1874, |

No. 548, Read the following letter from J. W. RUNDALL, Esq., District Engi-
* « = neer, Tinnevelly, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to

.. Government,’ Public Works Department, datcd Palamecottah, 3rd June

.- 1874, No. 83 :~ :

" I HAVE the honor, for the reasons stated below, to request a reconsideration

- of the latter part of G. O., No. 2,608, of the 24th October 1873.

2. The Government Order referxxjed to chiefly regards the expediency of
giving cheque books to Sub-division Officers; after disposing of this question it is
added in paragraph 2, ¢ His Excellency in Council, in authorizing the above

" arrangements, desires that Range Officers shall themselves make as many payments

as they can, and all final payments for ahlqunts exceeding Rupees 100 without
exception.” : o _

, 3. I presume that, in giving this order, the only object is to cause payments
to be made as far as possible by the Range Officer, since no check on the correct-
ness of the final bill is enjoined. If Range Ofiicers were ordered to inspect all

works before making final payments, they would lose the principal assistance ;

rendered by a Sub-division Officer, and it would be impossible for a Range Officer
to check-measure all works in a large range. On the other hand, any bar towards
prompt payment for work satisfactorily completed operates against us most
seriously. Men hesitate to take up works when they know they will have to trave]
long distances for their money. ' ‘

4. It seems to me that it would be a far more useful check if Range Officers
were directed to make the final check measurement and payment for all works
exceeding Rupees 2,500 in cost. This in most ranges they would probably be
gble to do. 'The final payment, as well as check measurement and grant of com.
pletion certificate, resting, as heretofore, with Sub-division Officers in the case of
works costing less than that sum.

5. The difficulty in carrying out the Government Order has been broucht
to my notice by Mr. Hughes, in charge of the Shermadevi Range. The SYStemoof
Sub-division Officers having cheque books was introduced into this district only
from 1st April. , o

No. 549. OrpER THEREON, 24th July 1874, No. 2,004.

- IN their Order of the 24th October

1873, No. 2,608, the Government while
. - sanctioning the issue of cheque books to
Sub-divisional Officefs for the purpose of drawing from the treasuries the funds
placed at their disposal by Range Officers, reminded the latter that they 4
responsible for all disbursements of cash within their Ranges, and conel
"directing that all final payments to petty contractors for amounts e
Rupees 100 without exception should be made by the Range Officers

" 9. The District Engineer, Tinnevelly, in his letter above record

+ ACCOUNT,No. 28.
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