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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
23%rd July 1374.

No. 524.  Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary

to Government, Public Works Department, dated F ort St. George, 1st July
1874, No. 2,719 :—

T mave the honor to suggest that an order be issued by Government prohi-
i biting the expenditure on a specific work
being included in that of some other
"work. This irregular arrangement is sometimes made to avoid objections on the
“seore of want of approprxatlon of funds or of sanctioned estimate, but I need
hardly say that it is far more objectionable to show greater than actual outlay on
a regularly sanetioned work than to show outlay on a work eommenced in antiei-
pation of sanction of estimate or grant of funds, for while the latter is only a
departure from ordinary rule, which is often excusable, the former leads to anything

bat bona fide Account keeping.
2. lwas in hopes that my Circular No. 2 of 1874 (a copy is enclosed for
ready reference) would put a stop to the irregular practice I refer to, but as from
a recent case I find that a District Engineer actually directed a Range Officer to
. charge Agricultural (Imperial) Expenditure to Local  Fund Works pending
adjustrent of the difficulty in regard to available funds under Agricultural, I think
it desirable to make the suggestion contained in the 1st ‘paragraph of this letter.
3. I would also suggest that District Engineers and Range Officers be
directed to 1neet all proper claims during the year in whieh they oecur, and net
to defer payment to the ensuing year, because of the belief that the excess would
be disallowed or would cause an exeess of the Budget grant. The Budget grant
relating to a district may be exceeded, but the savings or short outlay in other
districts would probably cover the excess. But be this as it may, it is not the
intention of Government that Budget limits should be strictly observed by the
expedient of keeping back sums actually due to contractors end others. I mayadd
that this last suggestion is also made because a District Engineer instructed a Range
Officer to follow the eourse Whlch I consider to be unnecessary, if not irregular.

Ore Circular.

No. 525. ~ Orprr THEREOY, 23rd July 1874, No. 1,994.

His Excellency the Governor in
- Council entircly eoneurs with the Con-
. troller of Public Works Aecounts as to

ACCOUNT, No. 26.

the oljectionable natule of the practlcew referred to in this 1etter, of charging-

_expenditure on one work in the accounts of another pending future adjustment,
and of the postponement to the following year, of payment of elaims contracted
in the year preceding; and he desires that any future instance of evasion of
these orders will be repurted by the Controller with the names of the persons

~concerned, in mder that the Government may deal specially with them.

\ (True Extract.)

‘ (Slgnecl) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
‘ _ Lecretary to Govemment

" To Distriet Engi eers.
To the Executive Engineer, Wynaad.
-, Officiating Controller of Public Werks Accounts.
onsultmn Architect.
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