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" Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Public Works Department.' T
- 99nd July 1874 )

M

No. 472.7 Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel R.A. ROBERTS,
R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G- W. WALKER, R.E,
Secretary 1o Government, Public Works Department, dated Mootha- k
painthal, 27th March 1874, No. 5,360 :— - 1 Lo

I obedience o the instructions contained in G. O+ 7th March 1874, No. 607,
whereinitis stated (paragraph 4):—** And romembering the great complaints which
were made in 187273 as to similar obstructions to traffic on the road between
Trichinopoly and Madura, within the limits of the latter district, Ilis Excellency
the Governor in Council desiresto be informed whether Mr. Leggatt was the officer -
also in \'dw fault on that occaston,” 1 have the honor to report that it is for the
frst time that 1 now learn that such gomplaints have been made, and I shall feel
nb\iged ~therefore by your informing me from what quarter they proceeded, and
how it has lmppened that my attention has never been called to the same- - :

, AR "9.> 1 have been constantly up and ‘down the road in question at the period
™ named, and I am in & position to deny emphat’xcally the truth of the complaints

mentioned by You:

3, On the contrary, the road betwen Trichinopoly and Madura, in the limits
of this Jdistrict, has been maintained in & remarkably good condition ever since T
Lave had charge of the district, now over thtee Yyears. 11is Excellency Lord

: 13 Napier and Eutrick, on the occasion of his last visit to Madura, was kind enough”
IR =1 '* to compliment meon the good state of the rvad; while Mr. Mayue, the late Advo.

| ;sited Madura in November 1872,20d who wrote to the Madras . .
Mail a very lively account of his sufferings es route on the road within the Tré-

ils, intormed me that he could tell at once when he had entered the )
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chinopoly bim ot
* Madura limits, by the good state of the road in this district. Another gentleman,

he road in 1872-73, yolunteered to me the information that the BN
road in’ the Madura limits was 80 good that his transit pullocks did their mile
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after mile in ten minutes. . . |
"4, 1f therefore Mr. Leggatt, who was in charge of the road under, notice at’
the per"md in question, cat have fault imputed to him for alleged obstructions .
which never had any existence, he mty bo allowed, [ think, to claim the cénsidera-

tion of Government for the good state in which that road was .undoubtedly

P aanall ~

P

maintained. i |
5. As regdrds the other remarks in the Government order, I takeleave to point

\

PR

at that the new form of bond was jssucd by me on the 19th May and noton the™
18th August, 28 stated 10 paragraph 3 of the Government order, and further that the
work on the road 1n question had not crept on for two years"‘ as mentioned in
paragraph 6, but that :t had been but little more than one year under progress,
during which 1 had not only yisited it, but 1 had myself set out the only Qifﬁcult
portions here a slight Jeviation from the old line of road was necessary. 1 Imay " .
that es the estimate provided for merely the restoration ;of, 20 old line of

'3
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mention
road punning 88 it does for the most part throvgh a flat country present'mg no

{
¢
i engineeting l::’iifﬁcuhies whatever, there was nothing in the work itself that called
1 ‘ for the constant pupervision of the Super’mtending Engineer, OF District Engineer,
—_ cspecia“y,considﬂi“g the many new works of importance .that are being carried
A “out in all paits of 80 gnusually a large district u8 Madura is. ’ ' -
' { .
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Proceedinas of the Madras Govrernment, Public Worlks Department,
22nd July 1874,

——————
i

6. Asregardsmy deputing tho Talug Overseer to report, through the Ranee
o

Officer, where the cart traffic left the road, my reason for doing so wag simpl
because being at the time in indifferent health and under medicg] treatment {
was precluded from visiting the spot myself, and it was very desirable that t,h
required information should be furiished as early as possible, have alr de
stated that the Range Officer was in another part of the distriet, § eady
however, as the Zillah Sargeon considered that I was wel] enouch 0 Soon,

S BT g1 to stand the
exposure necessary for such a detailed inspect

ion as I had ¢ mak
undertook the daty. e 1 at once

7. In conclusion, I cannot but regret that the Government should 1,
believe ¢ that a state of neglect and apathy has beeomse chronie in th; d‘?;f Iefd to
These indeed are harsh words, and being used to me for the first time 11 8 distriet.”
have caused me much pain. I can only say that Ihave, without g murn my career
the vast amount of extra work thrown on me by having M. Lecma::mr’ borne
Officer of so important a Runge as the Midura Range; and that if??s a3 Range
that I find that the infinite tuil and trouble to which I have been unwlth Teg-ret
subjected, not only in setting steaizht affairs connected with the Necessarily
but with almost every other work in progress in that cotton road,

range, shoy]
in my being subjected to a rebuka of unusual severity on th°e I’) art ofdt }c:nly result
ment. ' , B}Govem.

No. 473. OrpER THEREON, 22nd July 1874, No. 1,966, .

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 27. His Excellency ¢he

5

Press theiy
the work w
ugh it woylq appea
nd Variety of the

assistance and encouragement in the execution of
Range Officer by the District Engineer, tho
been rendered difficult by the importance a
ing upon that officer. l

Tegret that mor;
°re not given to the
I that thig may have

other dutjeg devoly.
(True Extract.)

, Colonel, R.E,
- Seeretary ¢, Government,

To Lieut t-Col .
° enan 0 onel R. A. Roberts R. E.

. Exd. S. T. Austin,
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