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~No. 250. _' Read the followmw endorsement of the Chief Encrmeer for Irrwa-

; txou dated Outacamund, 10th June I874 No 399-C

From Captain J. PENNYCUICK, R.E, Dhtncf Engineer, North Areot, to

: Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, RE,, Chief Envmeer for Irrmanon
dated Vellore 1st June 1874, No. 623.

IN continuation of my letter Noy 422, of 13th ultimo, I have the honor to

report that the total number of tanks said to have been breached through the lxeavy

rain which fell in the ecarly part of last month is as follows :—

Aggregate
Revenus,
. . RS,

Chittoor Talug - ... S | 800
Gudiattum - AT o T 4,600
Vellore e 10 8,300
Arcot e w87 23,500
Polur s oo " aes e 27 17,609
W andewash e s 73 .+ 36,800

or 155 1in all none are reported frorn the Palmanmr, Chendravhorry, or Walla_]ah
T'alugs.
2. Thercal damaae, however, is certainly not so severe as would appear from
these figures; in many instances tanks have been reported by the Village and
Revenue Officers as breached, when in reality the bunds have only heen more or
less injured, and in other cases the breaches have occurred not in the tanks them.

selveg, but in the channels supplying them, a much less serious matter,
3. As far as ‘my own observations and the information I have received, go,

I should say that about one-third might be deducted from the above numbers but
even with this deduction the damage is sufliciently serlous

4. 1 have inspected a large number of tanks in  the \Vandewash Taluq, where
the greatest damage has occurred, including all the most important ones, and
have given the necessary instructions for their repair, and shall shortly do the
same in the Vellore and Arcot Talugs.

5. The main causes of injury appear to be, 1sf, leaky and defective sluices ;
2nd, the bunding of cahnfrulahs by the ryots ; 3rd, insufficiency of escape
provision.

6. The first cause is to be removed by the prowswn of proper slmces but
this is necessarily a work of time; the numbers. 1equ1red being couuted by
hundreds, while the funds for providing them are very limited.

7. The second cause is one from which we shall never be free so long as
calingulahs with dam stones are allowed to exist. I look upon these dam stones
as an unmitigated evil, and take every opportunity of removing them, but it is
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1mpnssxble to move in this direction as fast as I should wish. Orders are regularly -

given in the Revenue Department for the removal of the dams at the right time,

but no amount of orders will keep the ryots from closing the calmoulahs if they ,

think they can get any benefit by so domo' In one instance which has come
under my notice {the Covelay tank, with a revenue of Rupees 1 ,300) the dams
had been removed, and the ryots deliberately built them up again when they saw

that rain was coming ; the tank of course b;eached
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probably the most inconvenient date that could be fou.r)d, the months thus lost are
the best working months of the whole year.

14. It will be seen from paragraphs 6, 8, and 10 of this letter that a great
deal can be usefully done in the construction of Minor New Works, and as it
appears from O. G., No. 1,356, of 21st May 1874, that a considerable increase has

been made to the Budget grant for the Presidency under this head, I hope that

some portion of that increase will be allotted to this district. The objections to
uncertainty as to the amount of money available apply, of course, to Minor New

.Works as much as to Repairs.

15. It is undeniable that thé condition of the Irrigation Works in the four
southern talugs of this district, and especially in Arcot and Wandewash, is a matter
for very serious consideration. In the Arcot Taluq there.are still upwards of

*thirty tanks, with an aggregate revenue of Rupees 25,000, which were breached in

1872, and have not yet been repaired from want of funds, and now thirty-seven

“more have gone; it is obvious that this process cannot go on long without pro-

ducing a very serious effect upon the revenue, to say nothing of the interests of
the people.

16. Inthe Wandewash Taluq all the tanks actually breached two years ago
have been repaired, but many of them were merely patched up, and have again

“breached ; while as to the general condition of the works, here are the remarks

against the ten tanks entered in a single page taken at random in the Irrigation
Register of the taluq;- it contains altogether 605 works. ‘ :

“ Embankment requires strengthening and revetting and a new éscape.

‘“ Embankment requires earthwork repair and a new escape; a distributing

_sluice requires to be reconstructed.

‘“ Embankment and two distributing sluices in good repair, a new escape
and a new distributing sluice required.

“ Embankment requires strengthening and revetting and a new escape; two
gluices require repair.

“ Embankment requires strengthening and revetting; a new escape to be
built; a distributing sluice to be reconstructed.

‘¢ Earthwork repairs required to embankment, also a new escape and distri-

"buting sluice.

“ Embankment in fair repair, a new escape required ; also a distributing sluice
to be reconstructed.

“ Embankment requires earthwork repairs, also a new escape and distributing
sluice. ' ,.

“ Embankment and distributing sluice in good repair, present escape is use-
less, requires blocking up and a new escape built. '

‘ Embankment requires earthwork repairs, also new distributing sluice and
escape.”

In the Polur Taluq there is hardly a work, out of .the 300 which it contains,
which is not in need of repair or improvement.

- * - ut -t =T Twe R
. Yy o e =
ARt R e T Rt I

[P S

T

t s e amonm o

PR L ST



g B 2 B

- + T -
LIPPF N PR Y

nidadl oA LR

¢

TF T hwgewmad

s o - .
s .- ‘Mwauwaf‘um._am“fmug e mts gl
PO s i »

s % 7

PRI Y

it 2

o S, 5 kb

FE-TN
sen

i

iy

Torp oot 0

PO PO SV N
Cms e o« ok

'District Engineers who really

At i .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works D,
. 14k July 1874,

B S SN e

epartment,

——

ontinuation of the report
contained in the Dist

*No. 422, 13th May, with Note No. 333-A, former letter, *

rict Engineer’s
- 19th May 1874,

2. Afewremarks on the contents of
this later report may be of advantage.

damage done to tank bunds by village cat-

s by providing ramps with slopes of about 1
in 6 inside and outside the bunds at all authorized crossings. The villagers should

be prohibited from'driving their cattle across elsewhere, and should be punished if
they neglect to attend to these orders,

Paracrarn 10.—2nd.—Head
in excess of the requirements,
provision of additional escapes

Paracrarm 9.—lst.—Regarding
tle, much may be done to prevent thij

sluices to river channels, whereby water that is

may be shut off, are undoubtedly preferable to the
for the disposal

of surplus water so received. *

ParaGRAPRS 1] and 12.—3rd, T} at the real requireme

have over and over again been overlooked must be sufficic
Pennycuick, and there jg no re

ally effective way of preven
but that of requiring all the circumstances to he ascertaine
mate framed,

It does not necessarily follow that al] the work estimated for will
be carried out at once, but at least such Portions of it must be cxecuted as will pre-
vent other outlay being wasted. Some work, such as revetment, turfing or grass-
ing slopes, ete., may be desirable in the interests of economical maintenance ;
others, such ag sufficient escapes for surplus water, the repair of sluices when neces-

0
sary, the raising of low parts of the bund,etc., are essential, and the rule.should be
be postponed ; if exceptions be made to this rule the

nts of irrigation works
utly patent to Captain
ting this for the futur.e
d, and a complete esti-

that essentialg should not
reasons should be recorded,

s as he may deem qualified to decide

for.” However, looking to the fact that the storms
of May 1872 and in the same

month this year did a great deal of damage,
that nearly half a 1akh of rupees in excess of the grant of 1873-74 for the

Presidency was expended ; that for years past the outlay generally
below that known to be required for the maintenance of the irrigati
satisfactory condition ; that in many districts last year the expendit
various causes not much more thap half what it should hay
well to obtain from the Government of India sanction for the increase of the
ces 13,67,050 to 15 lakhs

8 ) » In ordep that those
need and can make use of increased all
may have their wantg provided for, ’ viments

Pairacrapg 14.—5¢3,
shall have been sanctio

has beepn much
on works in g
ure was from
e been, it would be

—As soon ag an i

nereased grant for Minor
ned the allotment ¥

New Works'
under thig head in N
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: k
ate be doubled, and the District Engineer should be prepared to make
at any T - d i
here most required.
use of these funds w eres. d)  JOHN MULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.Fj., .
( 1gnf3 Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

OrpER THEREON, 14th July 1874, No. 1,885.

TaE further report of the District
Engineer, North Arcot, on the _damage
sustained by irrigation works ml Ma%

him, show that a great deal wi
jasty and the cbservations tze:izp;r:)rgl :n(:l;o:')t};nt tz;nks will have .beex.x rendered
e done’ befo”ir‘;v: remarks of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation should
secu'reea:ir:fffflz?tte;ntion, and the course pointed out by him, as proper to be
receive ¢

No. 251.

IRRIGATION, No. 23.

llowed in the treatment and managemént of theso works, should be adopted as
followed in '

* should not be permitted unless in
ics d departure therefrom:® s :
fa’r as practlcdbl‘i%t; a;:lay bepneccssary to endeavour to secure the curr:intf ye;lraz
Partw“la&' ujlse:ue even at the risk of the loss of the outlay to be made for
crops and revenue, '

»
purpose. The G rnme;l t consider that it will be desirable, for the reasons adduced
2. The Gove

icati to the Government of India for the
i ol for Irrigation, to apply e ndia '
PY - Cll}eiilzlt?:iletural r:pait grant from Rupees 13,67,050 to 15 lakhs, and
increase o g :
the necessary application will at once be mad(?.
Ordered that the following letter be sent :—

"(Here enter No. 1,886, dated 14th July 1874.)
' (True Extract.)

Licut.-Colonel, R.E,,
Joint Secrelary o Government,

To the District Engineer, North 'Arcof«.
»»  Chief Engincer for Irrigation,

Exd. S. T. Austin,
Sparc Copies
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PusLic Worrs DepARTMENT,
Oorscauuxp, 1424 July 1874.

No. 252.
' No. 1,886.
Frou :
Lievrenaxt-Coroxes J. MULLINS, R.E.,
Joinl Secretary to the Government of Mudras,
s Public Works Departimnent,
To

Tne SECRETARY to 18E GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
| Publz'c.Wor/:s Department,

Sir,—I am directed to bring to
sthe notice of the Government of India
that His Excellency the Governor in
Council having had under consideration the reports of the District Engineers of
North and South Arcot and Salem on the damage sustained by irrigation works
from a storm and heavy rainfall yvhich occurred in May last, together with the
statements of expenditure on irrigation repairs in 1873-74, is of opinion that the
grant for the current year under the head of Repairs Agricultural should be imme-
diately- increased to Rupees 15 lakhs, the sum entered in the Budget and passed
by the Government of India being Rupees 13,67,050.

IRRIGATION, No. 24.

2. Iam to mention that for many years past the outlay on the maintenance
of irrigation works has been much below what would have been desirable, but
that in 1873.74, under arrangements which have succeeded in obtaining from the
officers in charge of these works due attention to the importance of their being
placed in a satisfactory and efficient condition, the grant which was almost
identical in amount with that of the current year was not only worked out but
exceeded by Rs. 42,146, and that several weeks before the close of the year, while a
considerable quantity of work, which had been executed before it was generally
known that the grant had been exhausted, has had to be paid for out of the grant
for this year. In Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Cuddapah and also in Tinnevelly, as
well as in the districts above mentioned, it is certain that additions to the allot-
ments will be greatly needed, and utilized if made available, while in the Kistna
Delta some further amount is required. In North Argot it is reported that many
tanks which were breached in the cyclone of May 1872 have from want of funds
been as yet left unrepaired, so that two years’ revenue under them has already
been lost, others which ought to have been repaired efficiently were only patched up,
and have as a consequence again breached.
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i‘ hat t3h Sdlifh being the circumstances tq be dealt with, I am instructed to request
I digon ela : ltt];(.)nacl} sum of Rupees 1,32,950 now asked for may be placed at the
ik al.ol this Government as ear] i
‘ E for its distribution may be made inytzrslep’: aCtg:able’ e o st arrangements
i 0 a
: ‘ most required before the north-east monsgop ik of s being expended where
1k ‘
y ; I have the honour to be,
¥ Sir,
;! - . Your most obedient servant,
f igned) J, .
| j | gned) MULLINS, Lleut.-Colonel, R.E., ,
5 Joint Secretary 1o Government. !
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