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. No. 244. Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Ofﬁciating Controller

_" of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W, WALKER, R.E., Secretary -

to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, llth June
1874, No. 2,141 :—

Wirh reference to G. 0., No. 1,484 of the 5th instant, relative to funds required
to be placed at the disposal of Civil Officers, I have the honor to state that the
. instance referred to by the District Engineer, Chingleput, is the only onein which
~any diffcrence of opinion has arisen, and that in all other districts and ranges no
\ doubt exists as to the course to be followed in supplying funds to Civil Officers who
\ carry out public works,
g‘ 2. In his letter to Government the District Engineer states (paragraph 4)
»

that I sent u ““direct’’ order to the Range Officer to pay Rupees 10,000 to the ..

* Civil Officer, and this is described as a ‘“ novel” procecding. The facts however

i gre different ; I did not address the Range Officer direct, but sent to him a copy. of
b the letter* I addressed to the District

Engineer. I beg attention to this letter
- (copy annexed), because it will show that I took some pains to explain to the
' District Engineer that there was no irregularity, and that there was proper sanction

: and allotment for the work for which the Civil Officer required funds.

3. The District Engineer in his 1st paragraph states that my proceeding in

_ this instance was opposed to all rule and precedent, but in reality there was no

* departure from rule on my part. Not satisfied with the explanation contained in

the letter above referred to (and annexed), the District Engineer again addressed

me* on the subject, and maintained that

* No. 2,921 of 30th January 1874, I should supply the Civil Officer wikh

funds direct and not through the Rante

Officer. I then explainedt further on the

.{ ¢ No. 312 of 27th January 1874. »
b
P

t No. 18 of 3rd February 1874.

subjeot and I added that ‘“in no case has the Controller of Public Works Accounts, .

+ Madras, placed funds at the disposal of Civil Officers i in the direct manner which
you consider necessary.” :
1 cannot therefore understand how the District Engincer continues to regard
. my proceeding as opposed to all rule and precedent.
* 4. When the Civil Officer applied to me for funds on the 14th January last,
* No. 153 of 16th January 1874, application should be made to the Public
- Works Officer in charge of the Chingleput Range for the funds required, under the
rules for advances to Civil Officers;”” and I submit that there was nothing irregular
in this, sceing that, as stated in the Ist paragraph of the annexed letter, funds for
the worL had been allotted, and there was no reas'gn to suppose that the Range
- Officer was not prepared to muke the advance required.

From T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel F. J.
MOBERLY, R.E., District Engineer, Chmgleput dated Madras, 27th January 1874,
No. 312.

Wire reference to your letter, No. 2,857, of the 22nd jnstant, regarding the road from

Chingleput to Soorappeas’ Choultry and funds for the same, I have the honor to refor youte

b
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
13th July 1814.

Y

Item 8, Part 1., of the current year's Bud

| Proceedings of the Board of Revenune, N
to my No. 299, of the 16th August last
for the above and other works.

get, a copy of which was forwarded to you with the
0- 1,245, of the 10th July last. I beg also to refer you
» intimating that funds had been placed at your disposal

2. The intention of Local Fund Rule XLI., to which you refer in respect to funds, is simply
that the Controller shall arrange to supply Civil Officers with funds for Public Works, and does
not require that this should be done without the intervention of Executive Engineers or Range
Officers, as supposed by Mr. Exeeutive Engineer Lowry, who has also addressed me on the subject.
It is a standing rule of the department that funds to Civil Officers entrusted with the execution
of public works should be supplied by the nearest Exzecutive Engineer, and it is to be regretted
that Mr, Lowry did not comply with the request of the President of the Local Fund Board,
supported as that request was by a eopy of my letter, No. 153 of the 16th instant.
that I had not followed the correct course, the respongibility would not haye been A
mine, and it would have been for me to correct the mistake and adjust the outlay.
letter will be forwarded to Mr. Lowry.

Allowing even
r. Lowry'sbut
A copy of this

T ———————— e

No. 245, ORDER THEBEOIN, 13th July 1874, No. 1,882,

ACCOUNT, No. 10. ORDERED to be recorded,

(True Extract‘.)

.

.. Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary ¢ Government. :

To the Officiating Controller of

Public W
»»  District Engineer, Chin o

Aceounts,
gleput,

Exd 8. T Austig,
Spare Copieg )
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