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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Departm
- © v 18th July 1874.
No. 236. Read the following letter from Liéutenaht-Colonel J.H. M, SHAW.- -

STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G W.-
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department.
I

dated Madras, 18th June 1874, No. 358 :—

=

I nave the honor to lay before His Excellency the Governor in Council g
letter* from the Agent of the Madras
Railway Company, reporting the occuyr-
‘ rence of a serious accident on the 16th
‘instant at the bridge over the Paupugnee river on the North-West Line of the
Madras Railway,.which has resulted in the death of two persons and in ‘i‘gvere

* No. 536, dated 18th June, 1§74 with en-

R

clos.dre:

injury to four others,

2. I reccived intimation of the accident about 11 a. M. on the 16th instant,

and at once proceeded by special train to the scene of the accident, accompanied
by the Agent and Manager, the Chief Engineer, the Acting Locomotive Super-
intendent, and the Acting Consulting Physician. We reached the Paupugnce
bridge about 6-30 r. M.; and during that evening and the following morning
Mr. Going and I made a minute inspection of the bridge and the state of the -
.rg'ad upon it. I arrivéd at the conclusion that the bridge, up to the very gpot
:vhere the engine left the rails, was in excellent running order, as good as it has
ever been; and I am forced to the conclusion that this, most deplorable accident
was altogcther due to the excessive speed at which the train was driven,

3. I regret to say that, in addition to the sad loss of life, the accident will
entail heavy expenditure upon the Company. Of the twenty 70-feet girder open-
ings which formed the bridge, three are more or less destroyed, and the cost
of restoring them will be considerable. In the matter of rolling stock, the engine
and the inspection carriage are completely ruined ; the guard’s brake-van having
been in some measure saved from their fate by the marvellous manner in which
it was caught by one of the piers of screw piles, a circumstance to which alone
may be attributed the preservation of Messrs. Robinson and Haworth from almost
certain death. The loss to the Company in the item of goods traffic, during the
interraption of communication, willalso be scrious. ‘

4, Mr. Haworth, the Resident Engineer in charge of the district, having
been incapacitated for duty by the severe injuries he has received, the task of
restoring temporary communication has been intrusted to Mr. Stoney, and there is
every rcasonl to hope that it will be accomplished within about a week, Upon the
16th the mails in both directions were delayed at the bgeak for some hours ; bug
by the following day arrangements had been made by the Traffic Manager for the
bags being carried at once across the river, and it is hoped that the mailg will

suffer no further delay of any kind. The Traffic Manager has, in

1y opinjon,
wisely determined not to undertake the transport of passengers across tiver « -

. by night, until temporary communication has been restored.

5. I returned from Cuddapah only late last night, and I find that I'gha])
have to return there again this evening, in order to be present at g magisteria]
inquiry instituted by the District Magistrate into the circumstances which caused
the loss of life.. The late hour at which I reccived the Agent’s report prevents mg

me—
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public IV,

rks Department,
13th July 1874,

general observat
orable accident,

y together with
have attended
shortly,

ions upon the circumstances whiclh

this most depl A further report shall be submitted

» that a most serioug accident, unfortunately attended with fata) results
bappened to the Deputy Chief Engineer's special ngpection train on the Morning of Tuesday, the
1Gth instant,

e and a brake-van. Driver Lem

™ no apparent defect in the line the
e bridze (which is wroaghs-iron Btructure, composed of
girders supported by screw pile viers, and consists of twenty openin
iuto the bed of the river

g8 of 70 feey e

. ach) and fe]
ge and van wit}, i,

The last vehicle wag
arrested in its fy]] by one of the piers, and

lous cscape of Mr. Robinson and Mr. Haworth,

3. Inspector Satur was unfortunately killeq on the g
. scalded, as well ag the two firemen,

pot,
that he died afterwards }

morning in the General Hosyital at Madras,

4. Mr, Robinson received
severely shaken. Mr., Haworth’s inj
wound of the right cheek, and s
shock, but Dr. Hackett, as you w

ill mee frorr_l & copy of his repo
that his injuries are of g nature

rt which i

¢ ! » does nog think
to call for avxiety as to his ultimqte recovery,
5. At half-past 9 on the morning of Tuesday, the 16t Ir
the disaster, and having communicateq with

Paupugnee Bridge at half-past 6 in the evening, .

6. As Mr. 1lorsley, the Collector of Cuddapah,
magisterial inquiry on Friday, the 19th
I'think it only right to defer offeri
untoward aceident,

7. The Acting Chief Engineer is

¥ engaged in
the restoration of through communicat;

aking arrangemen
on with as much despatch ag possibl ° '8 for

.
————

From ‘A.:L.- HACKETT, Esq., Acting Consulting Physician of the Madrag Railwa c
to R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent angd Manager of the Madrag Ra.ilwa‘y Co y Ompany,
Royapooram, 18th June 1874, No. 133, , Pany, dateq
I 5ave the honor to report, for your informat
Deputy Traffie Manager, on the 161 June 1874, 5
special train, arriving in Cuddapsh at about 6 p,
inepected the persone who were injured by the ace;

ion, that on receipt;)f ate

legram from, the
cal assistane

;kx:gtf};or medi. g, 1 Proceedeq by
- on the Evening of the 16th, ang 4¢ once
dent to the train oq the mornin

NZ of that date,

-~

btribute ¢l almost miracy.
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18th July 1874, Y

: i bout 6-15 a. M.; was leaning’
s nspection van at a : ired
rth was in the brake or i i £ the line, and seize
2. Mr. Heory H::i':ge looking into the engine ; saw fhe eng;lneb:‘;;ﬂ: ; remembers nothing
on the front of thelca oticed the carriage going over the SIde.of; :h tr:in, and received medi-
the brake Suddef’ y :is senses he was removed from the debris o teh ot 6.0 . o b
more. 09 recoveﬂ;l)gr Iyasawmy at about 7-30 .M. Isaw I\Ir.hI?a]jvo!}']as 2 severe vontumod wound
cal asqistanc; fr(')IDGJth i;xstant in the station bungalow, :udda;pak’- h:s several scars scattered over
evening of the ived a violent wrench or shoc 3 b ¢ less covered
. heek ; he has rece he lower extremities are more o -
of tho ¥ight ¢ 8, and the whole of the O- i here are several bruisea
the chest, arms, anhd focr::::ie;-able pain in the left groin and thxgltn, ,.?:ft at:;' bones s and. thoeh
vith bruises ; he ali : he passes urine freely ; there' is no fractu hole boty, T do uot think ius
on the nates and bac ,h e pvere gshaking and contusions of the w )
i the se . : i ecovery.
suﬁ'er.mg m}lcfhaf:;;:“e to cause any anxiety about his ultimate r
injuries are 0

. in the carriage with Mr. Hawor.th when the acc};le!;]ta:‘;c:z:d‘i
& Mr. W. R. Robinson was u‘:n of the accident in the statlon. bungalow. He Lian oo
I saw him at 6-30 p. 3. on the e::’; agslight wound of the nose ; he 182 hea(;ryb::]an ::t al! are of
of the forehead n:;: vercyc:;:::e; he has several contusions on the limbs an Y,

deal shaken by the a

5 j q i ore him.

. : orth and
an East Indian, was in the carriage wllghhlfesssx:&::::no i
’ H . ve ’
4. TInspector D. :)t'hszzlgdent; he was instantaneously k.nlle: : cotomp?etely separated from
. time of the interior portion being .
Robinson at the ivided, the whole of the in ich the bowels protruded.
the skull was comI»letlelyhdl(;l;,efrirrhtful wound of the abdomen from which the
+ he also ha °
the other parts;

i i ; saw the train
ine Driver, remembers the morning ?f thef 16th Im:::n}tli,;z " the tra
g M Jonlem. Enﬁ:am s remembers no more for some txmeTailter. Loaw dim at 6-20 rax
run off the lines ; e?hut 05; ha(; been dressed by Dr. Iyasawmy. e;(-le  severs contused nd
in Cullapal, s the 'srht brow, extending backwards to ?h.e ear;l at;i :::re 1 ihe bone, which
lacerated wound over the r:i'(’ The w:)und bled profusely, requiring tl;e ; %) e of b uerie ;e
i fortunately 1o Fraen e h body and limbs, and is severely scalde tg; stoam or hot water, of
has several bruises f)ver t : th. The scalds extend over thf: (':h:esc,. por fons of boh arme, acrots
probably a corabination of . °s (.;f the lower extremities. His n?_)urlesz(x)r nSiering e s vounds
the sblomen, Aut or porfiml:‘ Dr. Iyasawmy soon after t.he accu.ient;]. (;)eneml e s vy sever
and burns bad been frert llya.s can be expected. He.ls now 1r11 t' ees el Hepiial, Nadras
injuries he s g0 8 w'eed to be treated. I saw him severa (t;m : nouri:hed  Journey from
hers b D eared to bear the journey well, z?n wa e ronn tnd
NIy Madr'as ; 'he azgoo a native fireman, is at present in the ;:1 contuSion, Cuddsps.
brandy 8¢ ho requirel 1 h ver’xing of the 16th instant. Ilas a se};z O e
I saw him at 7-15on t:ie:er the left forearm, left thigh, and leg. Mo mas much collopeed after
ankle, and is much Sc_iﬂ_de_ 0 but reaction had set in when. I sa,wmlelm,1 2nd be oo Being on us
the receipt of the in) urles'tedv. physically he is a weak subject.r i u,,r or W,ere potive froman,
favourably a8 coul-d be exp e(1: so.o’n after admission on the 16th. IIis inj oo wore compound oo
died ot tho O Hospltaﬂ; arm and forearm. Right arm and forearm T el eenerey
minoie? fract““’-;; tlh(;‘tl::rm was amputated ; he died of shock, the res
xposed. ele i |
;);;e:eiaéom e the':l)oc‘yra;(::t:ittei:: eto the wounded, doing all in his power to relieve them.
6. Dr.Iyssawmy paideve

L]

ORDER Tﬁnnnon, 13th July 1874, No. 1,878,
No. 237. |

His Excellency the Governor n}
Council learns with extreme regret?
the occurrence of the deplorable acci-.

RAILWAY, No. 33.
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