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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department,
16tk June 1874,

No. 327. Read the following endorsement of the Chief Sacretary to Govera-
ment, Financial Department, dated Fort St. George, 9th December 1873 : —

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th Decembar
1873, No. 2,472.

Read " the following letter from II E. SULLIVAY, Esq., Acting Collector of
South Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue
dated Cuddalore, 1st November 1873, No. 432. '

I nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Board’s Proceedin zs, dated
28th ultimo, Miscellaneous No. 7,249, transmitting Proceedings of Government
Public Works Department, dated 10th idem, No. 2,485, recording statemen’t
showing the amounts placed at the disposal of District Engineers for Repairs and
Minor New Works, Agricultural, and the outlay to the end of July.

2. South Arcot is one of the districts regarding which the remark is made
that the progress, so far as Minor New Works are concerned,  is very far from
satisfactory.” '

3. I havereason to believe that considerable progress has been made since
‘this return was furnished ; but, as the remark has been made with reference to the
first four months of the official year, I would ask the Board of Revenue to
prominently to the notice of Government the very inadequate executive g
available for public works in South Arcot.

4, Prior to 1872 the eight talugs of which the district is composed werg
divided into four Public Work Ranges, and an Executive or Assistant Engineer wag
appointed to the charge of each. Under this arrangement, each Engineer had the
charge of two talugs. At the end of 1871, or the beginning of 1872, just as the
introduction of the Local Funds Act had considerably enhanced the work, the foyup
Ranges were reduced to three, one of them comprising two talugs, and the other two
threo talugs each. In May 1873, Mr. Bell, one of the three Range Ofisers Was

'lclt_psfefred to Kurnool, and his place has not been supplied up to date. bntil

bring
gency

‘the other day when the freshes came dowa and stopped the works at the Pelan-

daray Anicut, Mr. Wiffen, one of the two remaining Range Otficers, had sole
charge of the works in six taluqs, extending over an area of 5,000 or 6,000 s$quare

- miles. One Range, 'since the anicut work has beon stopped, has been nade over

to the Supervisor formerly in special charge of the Irrigation Project ; but this ig
merely a temporary measure, IHe will revert to special duty directly the mon.
goon is over, and unless another officer is appointed, Mr, Sub-Engineer Wiffen Qill
again have to take executive charge of the work in six taluqs. [eis an ener
hard-working officer, and very conscientious. 1le takes a pride in his w,
well done, and insists on personally checking all measurements.

be ubiquitous, and local and provincial works are delayed till h
take these measurements. The fact is the task is beyond the pow

getic,
k being
But he cannot
€ cin come tq

°rs of any map,
5. I have ventured to call attention to the actual circumstances o

in order that Government may understand that, if allotments under Pro
Local Funds are not fully expended, the blame ought not to
local officers. .

" F'rovincial apg
be imputed to the
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&2 of the Madyq, Gorcrnment, Public Works Department,
. M‘N[,‘ Jlllle 187 i.

Q.
SUiMiTigp for the

" orders of Government

'® Question e},
I South Arcot

er it is necos

.o 8ary 1o increaso the Public Works
18 raise

8 Proceed; d in the letter submitted to Governmeut
. The ;c:’;:":ﬁisé (izgw;} 8th September 1873, No. 1 ':":'l ’

at i ~ H M R * .

baid 31 7 ber cent 7273 show that, while the S(,;uth Arcot Local Fund
tent, * On expend

Under the tture for 8upervision, Government paid only 19-8 per

pays part of y),q
Pays f,, RUpery;
fannps give

L] Circumsgt

ane 1 h]
cost of impe €8, 1t can h&rdly be doubted that the Local Fund
Mon which
» becayse it hag ¢

of the Lux-a;.t[:h{)um be raisc

;l“‘l and provincial undertakings, or, in other word#
l‘l) nall Department Public Works establishment
00 farge a Governmeny expenditure to control. The

d until :
und wig} u'nt;] it can mect tho demands of Government and
1 equal efliciency,

(A true Copy and Extract.)
‘ (Signed)  J. GROSE,

Secretary
e N

‘Traxsregg
E : ’
D to the Public Works Department.

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,
Clief Seerclarye

IN the Collector's letter herewith
submitted for the orders of Governmen;
agenc . 18 brought to notice the inadcquacy ¢
'c?tmi ););Vt;l:ablc for Public Works in South Arcot; the reference
and )f; an review of progress made with AgriC“lI'
he first four months of the post official

: favourablo
nor New Works in ¢
ka; h:;hse outlay of ¢},
i been aubscqnentl as i
y avmlable : y certane

for super of the Board’s Procecdings, viz., the dispropor-
. Pervision of 1), "ublic Works Dcpartment’whi;h is dobited t0
on of Government,

(True Extract,)

Colonel, R.E,

» Reveny, %ngpi“"- South ;&rcoe, Sceretary to Government.

»  Finaggjyp "‘(‘;;nont.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Public Works_ Establishment in South Arcot District,
G. 0., No. 1,607, dated 16th June 1874. :

MINUTE sy t2E Ricar Hoxorasie tne PRESIDENT. )
Tre first question is are we to increase the Pubﬁc ‘Works Establishment available
for works, Provincial and Local, in South Arcot ? . N
I presume that to do this would be to increase our Imperial, Provincial, and Local
expenditure on Public Works, and to this I for one am not prepa.red to assent. .It
means increased local taxation, which is heavy cnough already, ax'ld increased Imperial
' grants, which would not be sanctioned by the Government of India. ‘ o
9. As to the share of charge for Public Works borne by Inq.)cr{al anfl Provineial
Funds on the one hand, and by Local Funds on the othe.r : t1}1s is evidently most
inequitable ; and I remember remarking on another equally inequitable arrangeme{lt__
the distribution of charge as between the different L(()ic.al ItBoan:s. Both these subjects
reecive full investigation with a view to re-adjustment.
oughg.t ’ X;}c;;gards the act{ijon now to be taken i.t scems to me that it should be—
(1.) To institute an investigation accordingly. .
(2.) Notto increase establishments, but to take care in fu’.cur? that our grants
for Public Works are more in accordance with what is likely to be spent

on'them. ]
(Signed) HTOBART.
23rd March 1874,
e,
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No. 2472.

ProcreniNgs oF THE Boirp oF REvENUE, datod 4th Decombar 1873..

_Remd the following letter from II E. SUI‘JLIVAN',‘ Esq., Acting Co]lectéf.‘of'* .

South Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Cuddalore, 1st November 1873, No. 432 :— * )

o acknowledge receipt of the Board’s Proceedings, dated
7,249, transmitting Proceedings of Government,

d 10th idem, No. 2,483, recording statement showing

I navE the honour t
98th ultimo, Misccllancous No.
Public Works Department, date
the amounts placed at the dis
new works, agricultural, and the outlay to the end of July.

5. South Arcot is one of the districts regarding which the remark is mado
that tho progress, so far as minor new works are concorned, ¢ is very far {from

0

s:{tisfactory.?x’ ‘ \
3. . I have reason to believe that considerable progress_has been madé “sinco

ut, as the remark has been mado with reference to the

this roturn was furnished; b . c
cial year; I would ask the Board of Revenue to bring’

first four months of the offi

rominently to the notice ‘of Government the very inadequate exccutive agency

{lable for public works in South Arcot.

divided into four public work ranges, and an Executivo or Assistant Engineor was
appointed to the charge of cach. Under this arrangement, each engineer had the
charge of two talugs. At the end of 1871, or the beginning of 1872, just ‘as the
introduction of the Local Funds Act had considerably enhanced the work, the four
ranges were reduced to three, one of them comprising two talugs, and the other two
.and three talugs cach. In May 1873, Mr. Bell, one of the three range officers,

was transferred to Kurnool, and his place has not been supplied up to date.jgUntil

the other day when the freshes came down and stopped the works ab the Pelan- .

doray anicut, Mr. Wiffen, one of the two remaining range officers, had sola

4. Prior to 1872 tho eight talugs of which the district is composed ~wero-.
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posal of District Enginecrs for repairs and minor
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charge of the works in six talugs, extending over anarca of 5,000 or 6,000 square Foig.

miles.

to the Supervisor formerly in special charge of the irrigation project; but thisis s & -
mercly a temporary measure. He y\;ill revert to special duty directly the mon- )
over, and unless another officer is appointed, Mr. Sub-Engincer Wiffen will ~ » -
o to tako cxccutive charge of the work in six talugs. Ile is an energetic, Aues
hard-working officer, and very conscientious. He takes a pride in his work being ./+. -

‘goon 18
again bav

well done, and insists on personally checking all measurements. But he cannot
bo ubiquitous, and local and provincial works are delayed till he can come to
take these measurcments. The fact is the task is beyond the powers of any man.

5. Ilave ventured to call atication to the actual eircumstances of the caso

in order that Government may understand that, if allotments under Provincial and

Local Funds arc not fully expended, the blame ought not to be imputed to the

1ocal officers. - - “ .. M
W ) Ty ‘ . Lt —-‘-—-—-—---d _w : ‘5(} ‘ -

Suprrrep for the orders of Government. ' ..

"+ g The question whother it is necessary to iﬁéte:;éo tho Puablic Works

1]

establishment in South Arcot is raised in the letter submitted to Government
jn Board's Proceodings, dated Sth September 1873, No. 1,770, N o
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