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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departinent
- 16(k June 1874. | '

-

No. 321. Rea.d the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 22nd May 1874, No. 313 :—

From R. B. E.LWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company
to Licutenant-Colonel J. 1L M. SIIAW-STEWART, R.E., Consultir:o:

Engincer for Railways, dated Madras, 21st May 1874, No. 445.
your letter, No. 278, dated the 24th of March last, I have t}

: you that every Station-master in the service of thi,s Comnn ie
without cxception, possesses a good colloquial knowledge of one or other olf ;‘l}',
Vprnacular languages, and that all officials (such as goods clerks, booking clerl .
cte.,) having personal dealings with travellers and traders are re’quired t‘; (:;:cs';
wledge of the language of the district in which they serve. POSE

Ix reply to

a perfect kno
9. As regards the officers of the Traffic Department the first essential is that

ossess a thorough knowledge of railway working, and as we have t
ngland men possessed of railway experience, we' can scarcel ‘le Z
for a knowledge of the Vernaculars as well, though there can be no doub{ t(;o
such a knowledge, while not absolutely necessary, would be very desirable a:;

they should p

extremely useful.
3. Intho year 1804, a proposition was sanctioned* by the Government and
the Board to the effect that ‘‘a reward
N of Rupees 240 should be granted to
within twelve months after arrival in India, ghall pass a collo-
Vernacular languages,” and of ¢ Rupees 260 in addition t
hall pass a further examination in reading and writin:x)r
o

e Vide Madras Railway orders.

Tngincers who,
gial examination in the
those who at any time s

the same.”
.is sanction has been d : : .
4, Thiss been duly made known to Engincers on their arrival at

Madras, but up to the present timo ouly four of them have passed the requi
n cach of the cases the language selccted having been Ilindoqu’cuefi
£ opinion that the object contemplated by the Government ofO; a;'l.
moted by holding out to all Covenanted Officers in the A -
Locomotivo, and Traffic Departments, some such inducement as is now off gents, ‘
Engincers. I would recommend that in the case of all the first test sh erle;i to
made more severe than it has hitherto been, and that the second exaxninaif1 4 be
dispensed with ; the full reward of Rupees 500 being given to successful camll(-):ll be
on passing tho test, and option being given to all Covenanted Officers : "
dcpartments mentioned to offer themselves for examination at any time wl l;‘ t},m‘
{lio scrvice instead of its being limited to those who have been less than ]tl V:el in
: ve

months in the country.

cxamination, i
5, Jamo

would be _bcst pro

From W.S. BETTS, Esq., Agent of the Great Southern of India Rail
Licutenant-Colonel J. IL. M. SHAW.STEWART, R.E é{): a’{’ to
O sulting

Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam, 30th March 1874, No. 5,456
) . Oy .

youz letter No. 148 of the 24th instant, every member of our stat]
and of our train staff is able to communicate freely with natives of the ::mont el
Licir own tonguc. In fact, with one excepti ; ountry in
{ r oo, tor g b P 1on,ra11 our Statlon-masters are Natives
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Proceedings of the Malra, Grwoernm

2al, Padlic 1Works D:partment,

—

16th June 137 4.
S

A N

s e

- - —
N e ettt s . vt

2. During the thirteen years I haye had charge of thig railway it has n;);
before been intimated to me that the offices or heals of departments shou
Possess a good colloquial knowledge of the languages spoken, m.d,th.crcfol';‘;
nothing hag been done to secure its attainment, The whole of the busincss
head-quarters is conducted in the K

‘ 39 and none hut clerks able t(:_
recad angd write 1in aro cmp\oye,l_ The time of the heads o
t L consider tie

Y would bo placed gt n great
‘eortwo languazes. I do not

nglish langua

oflicery shoul] b
overnment wigl, that rewards be

0 80 called upon, but still if
offered tq those who are able tg Pass an examina-
tion witlip 5 certain timg [ will, on learning the fy
CoMmunicate wit}, the Board of

rther views of Government,
ho sul;j;_-ct,

Directnrs on t
———

ment in roply to their ()rdpr’ dated
e R"““"")’ Compzmy that it would b:;
' Azents, Locomotive an
Cring Departinent, an mducle
: 0
uaze spoken in the part of th

. 1t
5 PUTposy it seems to me tl
in Fobrunry 1
ered auitable,

0 Recyrg that

the lang
¢h they qrq attached, o, thi
80me such seqlg of

M I’roceedin
N

861 may be consts
¥o. 136, °° of Goéemmcnt. 3rd Marep 1804,

The grreat nhj(‘ct 18
~ colloguia} knowleg

ay many officers ':i
possille thal] NLkeey an “d(‘q‘{a )
o of apigto gte':f the langy, 3¢ Spoken by the pgopyol; and with this nclw
o ot Bt Sha lld Would by o)y Yo retain g tests, or, if there is to Lo only
’ 5 c;u 196 80 beyong o 918 required for colioquial purposcs:
ig :
)y SHAW-S'mw,\R'r, Licut.-Coloncl, R.E,
No. 323,

Lailwayd
Consulting Lo ecr for Hai
R . —_ ony ng Lngin
DER THEREOY, 16y}, Juno 1874, ¥, 1,603, (
) o
l RAILWAY, No. 7, | Owdrrin that these papers bo

Xndh
warded ., the Government "‘f 1 14d
with tferencn to theie letter, date
Mareh 1371, %o, 479 G.12.
(True

Xtract.)
(Signeqy ¢, W. WALKER, Colonel, RE, el
Secretaey 1o Gorern
0
Corr of 4, cim N0 L601, g, 16th June 1374.)
Qhovg forwarded to the Government of Tndia.
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No. 5455 YREAT SOUTHERN OF INDIA RAILWAY. (v (-

NEGAPATAM,

From

THE AGENT,

AGENT'S OFFICE,

Great Southern of India Railway,
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