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‘Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
13th June 1874.

.

No. 266. Read the following letter frqm Major C. II. LUARD, R I5., Officiat-
ing Under Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Depart-
ment, (Railway,) to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E.; Secretary.to the

Government of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway,) dated

Fort William, 21st May 1874, No. 1,109-R:—

I ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of yohr letter, No. 1,054, dated 2{th
April 1874, regarding the rclative advantages of laying the line between
Palghaut and Beypore on the Madras Railway with creosoted pine instead of cast-
iron slcepers.

9. The Consulting Engineer for Railways thinks that by the adoptio-ntof
pine slecpers a saving will ultimately result to the Company, and recommends the
renowal of the whole line from Palghaut westward with them. "The Riilway
Company on the other hand assuming the life of iron bowl sleepers at 50 years and
wood at 10 years estimata that a large loss would ultimatcly result by using the

latter.
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e gt e vhe

3, In connection with this subject, I am to forward, for information, areport -

by Sir John Hawkshaw, Consulting Engineer in England to the Eastern 'Bengal
o

Railway Company, and a memorandum prepared in this office, and to inquire

i

whether there is reliable information from actual experience for fixing the life of

an iron -bowl sleeper road at 50 years, whether that includes all breakaveg in
=]

transit and handling, or whether that is the estimated life after the sleepers have
peen put into the road; also if the sale of all iron chairs, bowls, etc., at Rupees 30

I .
at that price.

of o Report from the Consulting Engineer, Sir JOHN HAWKSEA W, to 11
N ’ (12

Copy . -
Secrelary of the Eastern Lengal Railway Company, dated 24, March 1874

I sEa to report on your letter of the 12th ultimo, with enclosure, relating to the decay of
ay o

wood sloepers. * ' : ‘ %
o It appears from Mr. DBenedict's letter, dated 1st November,

-l
255,020
opinion

R X that tbere hav .
sleepers laid down on the main line, of which 51,711 have been reneweq andal‘lz Pcer;
’ 18 ¢

that the whole of the remainder, viz, 203,309, will have to }

next twenty-four months.
3. Surpriso has been expressed that so many sleepers should re
. It is true, a3 & rule, that such does not happen.

¢ renewed withiy the

sume tilnc'
4. It only shows that the slcepers have been of a generally uniform ay

ood is shown, I thiuk, from the fact that they will last on an
¢ may be taken that the average life of the best creosoted gl
he Eastern Dengal is about that time,

5, From tho fact that so many sleepers will be required in the next ¢y
1ght t0 investigate the comparative cost of & road laid with iron 1,

it i
creosoted wood slecpers.
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