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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
12¢h June 1874.
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No. 234, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW.
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G.W.
WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,

dated Madras, 15th April 1874, No. 225:—

i

I HAVE the honour to lay before Government for consideration a letter® from
the Collector of Coimbatore, in i
* No. 6, 25th March 1874. it is'suggested that the comfort o‘f"l;)‘::‘
_sengers proceeding to the Neilgherries would be promoted if an additional train
were to leave Pothanore at 4 .. and Coimbatore at 4-15 A.x., reaching Metta-
polliem about 5.15 a.x. Mr. Wedderburn observes that, under present arrange-
ments, passengers for the Hills are obliged either to remain at Mettapolliem most
part of the day and night, or to ascend the ghaut in the heat of the day, which,
he says, must be very prejudicial to invalids. He further suggests that it would
add to the comfort of passengers going down the ghaut if they had not to wait
till 2 p. M. for the train from Mettapolliem, but if they could start about 10 a.m.
when they could rest at Pothanore, a much cooler place than Mettapolliem.
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2. Before submitting Mr. Wedderburn’s proposal to Government, I addressed
’ the Agent of the Madras Railway Com-

No. 298, 1st April 1874, enclosed. pany on the subject, and from his reply
it will be seen that the extra trains proposed arenot required for the regular traffic,

and could only be run at considerable loss.

3. The existing arrangements of the mail service are well known to Govern-
ment. The mail train leaves Madras at 6 P.at. and reaches Mettapolliem -
; at 9-30 .M., running at a speed of more than 21 miles per hour, stoppages
B A included. There can be no doubt that it would be more convenient to the travel-
ing public if the train could be so arranged as to reach Mettapolliem at 5 A
This, however, could be attained only in one of two ways, either by a considerable
increase to the speed of the mail train, which the Government have pronounced

to be inexpedient with due regard to safety and economy, or by a change in the
6 p. M. to 1-30 p. 3., a change which would, I presume,
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time of leaving Madras from
be extremely inconvenient to the Post Office.

4. 1 cannot recommend Mr. Wedderburn'’s suggestion for sanction. It
scems to me that, while it would certainly entail considerable extra cost, it would

not add appreciably to the comfort of travellers. At present travellers to the

Neilgherries reach Mettapolliem at 9-30 a.3.; and they have the option of pro.
reaching Coonoor or Ootacamund

ceeding upon their journey on the same day, ! .
before night-fall; or of halting at Mettapolliem, where there is a comfortable
ontinuing their journey at 4-30 A.m. the next day.

n’s suggestion, travellers would halt at Pothanore for
1 , more than 20 hours, from 7-50 A.M. until 4 A.m., and would leave Mettapolliem
: about 5-50 ay. I am of opinion that most travellers would prefer the halt at
Mettapolliem, and that the gain to those who would prefer the halt at Pothanore

is certainly not sufficient to justify tbe extra expense.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
12¢h June 1874.

From A. WEDDERBURN, FEsq. Collector of Coimbatore, to Lieutenant-ColoPel J. I er;
SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Coimbatore, 25t
March 1874, No. 6.

1 mavs the honour to suggest, for the consideration of Government, and for the comfort of per- -
tons proceeding to the Neilgherries, who by present arrangement, unless the rate of the mail -
train be accelerated, are obliged either to remain most part of the day and night at Mettapolliem, or

to ascend the ghaué in the heat of the day, that a train should leave Pothanore at 4 A.M., Coim-

batore 4-15, reaching Mettapolliem at 5-15. This would enable persons to break their journey at
and to get up the ghaut before the heat

Pothanore, where there is a commodious bungalow,
became oppressive.

2. It is impossible to drive up the ghaut (at least for the majorit

bearers, in the heat of the day, must be very prejudicial to invalidjg, 7) and the slow progress by
3. It would also add to the comfort of passengers going down the ghaut in the 1 of ¢}

morning, if they had not to wait till 2 p.u. for the train at Mettapolliem bnt,if the °O;>do the

say, at 10 a.M., when they could rest at Pothanore, a much coolor place t:han Mett ’ :;J.u Start,
4. Government have been at great expense in building a bungalow at Pothan apolliem,

gers have generally been pleased with the arrangement there provided, ore, and passcn-
5. This proposal only involves an extra train on the

also availed of for local traffic.

————

From R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Magd

Colonel J. II. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Con
Madras, 1st April 1874, No. 298, )

ras 'Railway Company, to Lieutenant-
sulting Engineer for Railways, dated

I mave the honour to forward herewith, for submission to Government, €opy of tilo i'epor te

made to me by the Traffic Manager, arising out
of t‘he Proposal of the Collector of Coimbatore
eeding to the N eilgherries, a train should leave
aching Mettapolliem at 5.15 AX,

20 faras the comfort of Passengers is concerned, th
. , the exira
trains proposed by .Mr. Wedderburn would prove a great boon, but owing to the dullness of trade,
. etc., etc., I am satisfied fiom what Mr, Church tells me that, so far as the interests of the Come
pany are concerned, there ia every prob

ability of the trains being run at o’ considerable loss.
3. I venture to remind you that I have been repeatedly urgedto exercise the atrictest
economy in working the traffic, and, therofore, I can bardly be expected to advocate an arrangement
which I feel satisfied would result in a loss to the Company.

®No.C. 24} a.x., 3lst March 1874,

that, with a view to the comfort of passengers proc
Pothanore daily a 4 a.x. and Coimbatore 4-15 re

From H. E. CHURCII, Esq., Traflic Manager, to R. B. ELWIN, Agent and Manager, Madras Rail-
way Company, dated Madras, 31st March 1874, No. A. 243 A.x.

Neilgherri Passengers.
Consulting Engineer’s letter No. 292, of the 27th instant with enclogure from t
X Coimbatore.

Mr. Wedderburn's proposition would, of éourse, involve the runnin
each way daily between Pothanore and Mettapolliem, a distance of 25 m
Postmaster General and the public would not consent to a detention of
for 20 hours, |

2. To enable you to judge how far the existing
daily) between Coimbatore and Mettapolliem is capable o
will probably be sufficient to say that since the opening
it has only been found necessary on six occasions to su

Le Collector o;'

g of an additional train
iles, if, as I suppose, the
the mails a Pothanore

ordinary train service (one train each way
{ meeting the requiroments of the traffic, it
of the branch on the 1st September 1873,
pplement the ordinary train service.

branch line, which might possibly be

g e a

I N

e

IR VL e O

G A e et v

r

P Y A et

o T~

. e e

lic Works Department,
y the Madras Gorvernment, Pud
Proceedings of 12th June 1874.

No. 235 ORDER THEREON, 12th June 1874, No. 1,556.
0. 235,

His Excellency the Governor'in
Council agrees with the Consulting
Engineer for Railways as to the
additional train proposed by the Collector of

RAILWAY, No. 39. .

inexpediency of running the

Coimbatore. (True Extract.)

: Colonel], R.E.,

Sécretary to Gevernment.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
,, Revenue Department.

Exd, 8. T. Austin.
Spare Copics
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