’ MR.0. 1—10,006—258-2-50.

(1) Number of pages—

(2) Date of repair -

(3) Initials of the Referencer

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE

Government of Madras

' @WQ“&@ 55§ NS DEPARTMENT

Not to be folded or roughly handled



I e

50 A9

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11¢h Jure 1874.

No. 188. Read the following endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 12th May 1874, No. 280 :—

Fren R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to
Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting En,oi-
neer for Railways, dated Madras, 11th May 1874, No. 402. ©

Wi reference fo your letter No. 419, of the 8th instant, and to the Proceed- .
ings® of Government forwarded here-
with, I have the honour to request that
you will be so good as to explain to His Excellency the Governor in Council how I
personally am situated with regard to the accidents at the Cheyaur Bridge and
the Raichore Station. _ ) .

2. Both of these accidents occarred during the month of August 1873, at
which time I was in Europe on furlough, and upon my return to auty, nearly four
months after, I found that the accident at Raichore had already been disposed of
by the Acting-Agent and Manager. .

3. With regérd to the accident at the’ Cheyauf Bridge, to which the order
passed by the Government principally refers, it appears to me that after solong a
period had elapsed since the occurrence of the accident, I could scarcely do more
than direct the attention of the Locomaotive Superintendent to the opinion that had

« G. 0., No. 1,071, 27th April 1874.

" been expressed by the Head Assistant Magistrate of Cuddapah as to the conduct of

the engine driver ; Mr. W. Barton Wright, the Locomotive Superintendent, being
the officer who had acted as Agent gmd Manager during my absence. Ie is now
absent on sick leave himself, but I am led to believe that throughout the inquiry
he held a very decided opinion that no blame could be attached to the engine
driver in this matter, and no punishment was therefgre inflicted upon the driver.

4. There can be no doubt that the miscarriage of justice in this case must be

" attributed to the fact that a thorough investigation was not made immediately the .
. occurrence was reported, though, as far as I have been’ able to judge, there is no
doubt that the evidence Was, a8 reported, most conflicting.

5. I exceedingly regret the whole of the circumstances, but I trust that His
Excellency the Governor in Council will now allow the matter to rest. I believe
that the system by which it is proposed to make 'inquiry into all future cases of
gerious accidents will bave the effect of insuring immediate inquiry and prompt .
action in all such cases. )

A————

. SusmITTED for the consideration of Government with reference to their Order
No. 1,071, dated the 27th April 1874.
(Signed) J. M. M. SHAW-STEWART, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E
» .’
Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Ko, 150, o ' ORDER THEREON, 11th June 1874, No. 1;534.
\ L e T o I?IS .Excellency the Governor in
ouncil will, as requested by the Agent
and Manager of the Madras Railway,
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allow the matters alluded to in his letter to rest, in tho hopes that the notice 1 From :
already taken of them will lead to prompt performance of their respective duties , é/ % f
by all the members of the proposed Committee for investigation of future Railway _ !
acciderts, ) . Agent and Manager, /@/ g
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