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-~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
10tk June 1374, ’

~

No. 138. Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
- of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.]';, Secretar

to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madrds, 15th May 18':’4y

No. 1,370 :— X 7

I ax much concerned to find from the concluding portion of G. O., No
1,221 of the Tth instaunt, that, in the opinion of Government, there is an inclin;tior;
on my part to draw ¢ gweeping censures’ upon Range Officers in the matter of
accounts, rather than to aid them and theit Accountants, and I therefore have the
Lonour to request that you will do me tle favour to inform Government that I
deliberately, but most respectfully, deny that there has been any such inclination
on my part. In simple justice to myself, 1 beg reference tq the letters, ete., which
1 Lave from time to time submitted, all o{ which give unmistakable proof of my
gympathy with Range Officers in the irsufficient aid they receive from their
Accountants, as also proof of my efforts to make Accountants more useful. The
Jatest example of this will be found in my letter printed with G. 0., No. 1,207 of
the 5th instant. Lven in the particular case connected with the Mount Range,
disposed of in Government Order quoted above, it will be observed that I made
the following remark in respect to the Ranze Officer :— :

“ DBut it is hard that in a range with so much out-door work to attend to,
the Range Officer should have to look closdy to office details.”

9. 1 bave certainly condemned the Accountant at present attachied to the

Mount Range, and this I did deliberately, not only onthe result of the recent

"inspection of the Range Office, but on the 1eport of the District En sincer (Colonel
F. J. Moberly, R.E.,) who during the short time that he held charge of the range,

informed me, demi-oflicially, of the unfitness of the Accountant for his position. -~

3. I quite agreein the opinion that Range Officers would get much help
¢ the Accounis branch, and, indeed, I have already

from inspections by officers o
quent than they have been in past years,

arranged that inspections shall be more fre

but I must not conceal from Government the fact that guch inspections do not

effect improvement to tho extent they should,
Accountants (for want of training, cte.,) to understand the principle or system of
Accounts. This defect in the present arrangement has been very clearly brought
out by Licutenant Christie, R.E., Deputy Controller, whose reports of inspection I
mitted to Governpment. I may add that the defect was even
admitted by Mr. Brock, who althoughan

‘ V';dc..g‘ 0., No. 1,615, dated tho 20th Jure gqygeato® for the continuance of the
i present arrangement in respect to Ac-
ows in the report which is printed with Gi. O, No. 185 of

have rccently sub

;buntants, wrote as foll
the 18th April 1872 :—
"« feel certain that with the class of men (a few excepted) who are employed

-

as Range Accountants, it is abso
Agents in charge shiould look closely to th

e working of thei: Offices.”
4, I will conclude by assuring Government that I have honestly tried to

improve account keep
faction.
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owing to the inability of our

ing without increasing work and without causing dissatis.
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