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" the remarks in column 10 of th

"has been endeavouring to com

\No. 148. - ORDER THEREON, 9th June

. tion of expenditure in the fir

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, *
' o9th June 18174. :

.

——

No. 147. Read the following letter from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secre-
tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 5th May
1874, No. 1,048:—

- Wirn reference to G. 0., No. 1,041, of the 23rd April 1874, requiring that a

statement should be prepared in this Office of the outlay upon New Works and

Repairs (Irrigation) in each district, from 1857-58 to 1869-70, and that in submit-

ting the statement to Government I should notice any marked discrepancies

between the figures furnished by the District Engineers (on which the statement
printed with ‘the Government Order is based) and those shown in the books of this

Office, I have the honour to state that the books of this Office do not go so far back

as 1857-58, and that, as up to the present time we have not been able to fix on

the actual grz<hditure of more recent years, I see no immediate prospect of being
able to comply with the call of Government ; indeed, I doubt the possibility of this

Office being able, even a year hence, to furnish a statement which could be

submitted with the assurance of its being correct.

2. Perhaps the difficulty above referred to will be understood by considering
o Statement attached to the Government Order under
acknowledgment, with the fact that this Office has no records of its own prior to
April 1862. Itis remarked, in one case, in the above-mentioned statement, that
the amount of expenditure previous to Fasli 1268 (1858-59) is not known, and in
another case it is said that the expenditure is given from Fasli 1267 (1857-58),
while other fizures (amounts) are referred to as not reliable. Now, as this Office
pile statements of expenditure from old Progress
Reports obtained from District and Range Officers, itis, I submit, not too much to
say that as those Officers, while possessing all the old records, have confessed to
the incompletehess and unreliableness of their figured statements, this Office, in
having to get its information from the same source, is not likely to produce any.
thing more complete or satisfactory. .

3. 1 know that this report will be disappointing to the Government, and I
regret much that I should have to make it; but judging from the result of past
efforts to collect and tabulate expenditure incurred during years of which this
Office has no detailed records of its own, I consider that I should be misleading

Government were I to write or make a different report,

1874, No. 1,518.
Tuae Government observe that the
information called for from- the Con-
troller of Public Works Accounts in

4

IRRIGATION, No. 16.

Account. G. O. of the 23rd April 1874, No. 1,041,

is part of that which has to be. deter-

mined in connAection with the Capital and Revenue Accounts, and for the prepara-
tion of these an Officer has been specially appointed as Deputy Controller ; what-

ever may therefore be the difficulties attending the determinabi?n anc% classifica-
st few years from 1856-57, those difficulties must be

ticable ; where not practicable, the best information

-

if pra
faced, and overcome if prac

P
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