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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
30tk May 1874.

No. 587. Read the following endorsement of the Acting Chief Secretary .
to Government, dated Ootacamund, 26th May 1874 :—

ptain J. H. TAYLOR, R.N.R., Acting Master Attendant, Administrative
Department, Madras, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief
Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated Madras, 20th May

1874, No. 3,074.

I pavE the honour to report, for the information of Government, that Captain
Bythsea, B.N.,V-C.y landed at Madras on his way to Calcutta to take up his appoint- -
ment as Secretary to Government in the Marine Department, and adviser to His
Excellency the Viceroy in all matters qonnected with the Indian Marine. As [
o that tho construction of a harbour at Madras will be one of the subjects
on which his opinion will be asked, I venture to furnish the purport of a conver-
%ation we had during the course of a visit paid me by Captain Bythsea.

.9. Captain Bythsea of course admitted the necessity of a harbour for Madras,
put he added that he was one of the members of a Committee for the Spithead
e great weights were proposed to be placed on sand, and he mentioned
compelled to shift the positions, and neglect many good sites for those
forts, because experimental borings showed that no chalky hard base existed under
the sand, and unless some such base be found to exist here, Captain Bythsea
doubted whether the sandy bottom would support the sea wall.

3. I would observe that this opinion, if he presses it, is likely to occasion
"some further delay and correspondence. I would therefore beg respectfully to
guggest that all the necessary information obtainable regarding the nature of the
bottom in our roadstead in six and seven fathoms of water be communicated to
His Excellency the Viceroy, as an Appendix to Mr. Parkes’ report. ‘The utility
of obtaining the requisite information by experimental borings will no doubt be
considered by Government in the Public Works Department. .

4. 1 beg also to add that the subject of the drainage for the town of Madras

- o under discussion, that any plan for its amendment should be studied with
bel once to the necessity that will exist of removing it from the inside of the close
zefe;eur I would point out that the landing place at Colombo, thoagh having
3?: a?lvs;ntage of & weak scour is pestiferous from the mere decomposition of the

i1t grain cargoes and general accumulation of matter, the removal of which has
spi . ‘
been neglected.

From Ca

conclud

Forts, wher
that he was

&

e ——

TRANéFERRED to the Public Works Department, for consideration and disposal.
(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,
: Acting Chief Secretary.

.

Orper THEREON, 30th May 1874, No. 1;432;;.*“
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o - . His Excellency the Governor in
N mm— - >
L e CIVIL WORKS, No. 60. Council is much indebted to the Acting
R . e - "Master Attendant (Administrative De-

artment) for this communication,
|4 :

on which action will be taken, in accordance
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No. 589.

From

To

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
QoracamuNp, 30¢k May 1874.

No. 1,432Fr.
Coroxrr G. W. WALKER, R.E,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Lublic Works Department,

Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or BOMBAY,
Public Works Department.

" CIVIL WORKS, No. 61.

Sir,—The necessity of taking an
accurate survey and soundings of the

. coixtempl
proposed
in Counci

Public A\

ated Harbour works, with borings where practicable along the line of the

Port of Madras in connection with the

works, has been brought to the notice of His Ezxcellency the Governor
1; and, as it is believed that Mr. Sub-Engineer Humby, of the Bombay
orks Department, now employed on the Kurrachee Harbour Works is

eculiarly fitted to undertake the duty from his experience on similar work at the
II){urrachee Harbour, I am directed to request that His Excellency the Governor

in Council may be moved to place the services of Mr. Humby temporarily at the
disposal of the Madras Government for the work in question.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
_ Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.

gxd. T. 0’Connor.
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