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- Proceedings of the Mamas Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 22nd May 1874, ‘ ‘ ‘
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+7"" No. 460. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER, -
' R E., District Engineer, Godarvery, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E, -
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaish-
“weram, 9th April 1874, No. 74 — : ' . o :
Wira reference to paragraph 2 of G. 0., No. 688, dated 13th March last, I
= : _ ~ have the honour to forward herewith B
Lt 62, LI 19 38 copy of s from Captn Trocknan,
sures. » R.E., explaining why he should not be
, held personally responsible for the sum
of Rupees 1,000 advanced to the contractor for the Sub-jail and Deputy Collector’s
Cutcherry at Arealore in the Trichinopoly District.
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Trom Captain R. R. E. BROCKMAN, R.E,, Officer in charge No. 1 or Eastern Delta Range, Goda-
very District, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCIIER, R.1,, District Kngineer, Godavery
"District, dated Camp at Dowlaishweram, S1st March 1874, No. 821, '

Wita refcrence to paragraph 2 of G. 0., No. 638, dated 13th March 1874, relative to the
¥ advance of Rupees 1,000 made by me, as the Officer in charge of the Trichinopoly Range, to ono
F- . . Mooroogasa Moodelly, Contractor for the Sub-jail and Deputy Collestor’s Cutcherry at Arealore
: in the Woodiarpolliem Talug, I have the honour to submit the following explanations. ‘
T 2. The Woodiarpolliem Taluq originally constituted one of the four ranges in the Trickinopoly
A S District, and had for the ten years previous to its amalgamation with the Trichinopoly Range, in
b - , ‘ ‘ September 1872, been under the charge of a Sab-Eugineer, Dalasoondarum Moodelly ; consequent
e I % ~on the amalgamation that officer sent in his papers for pension, which he succeeded in obtaining,
i if I remember rightly, either in January or February 1873. This sub-division of the Trichino-
; ‘ ‘ ) ‘ 1 Vv poly Range was then left without a Sub-divisional Ofcer up tothe dateof my handing over charge
e . . - ‘ ' . ; o R B & © of the same to the present Range Oficer, Syed Yusuf, on the 1st July. The only subordinate I
o o ‘ N ) . ' ’ A T I S “Yad to assist me in this remote part of the range was one Dhanacoty Pillay, Local Fund Overseer,
' - who had the supervision of the whole sub-division £r the four or five months, between the date of
Balasoondaram Moodelly's retirement and the date of my handing over charge of the sub-division
to Supervisor Syed Yusuf. During the earlier portion of this period, moreover, I had the daties
<f District Engineer to attend o from the 1st December to the 17th April, when Major Vertue,
R.E., relieved me. ‘ co o = .

3. Tt will be thus seen that I had my hands full and my time and attention fully Enéaged
during the most busy period of the official year, with very inadequate subordinate staff to
co-operate with me. It was out of my power, therefore, to make armngemcn@évfdr cgnfi-yiﬁg out . .

", departmentally the Arealore Sub-jail and Deputy Collector's Cutcherry works, so I cast’about to-
find a respoctable contractor and one who had had prior experience to carry out the work at that
" remote station, which is 40 miles from Trichinopoly. It ha3 always becn a matter of extreme
difficulty to induce skilled workmen from Trichinopoly or Combaconum to go so far as Arealore, a
. gtation where the necessaries of life are dificult to obtain, and w?xgre nearly all the drinking water in - -
wellsisbrackish. I considered myself very fortunate, therefore, when Mooroogasa Moodelly volua-
tered to take u'p the contract, and to whom, after inspection of the many testimonials he beld from
‘ Engincer Olicers in the Great Southern of India Ra.‘xlyway, regarding his quhliﬁ%tions and respectae .
bility as a contractor, I gave the contract. A formal bond with a carefully drawn up specification A
wa3 entered into and signed by bim, and he lost no time in making arrangemonts for collecting
_ materials for carrying out the works. I was aware that the rates allowed in the estimat's were
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C 22nd May 1874
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o groater diztanct, I accepted the quality originally approved of, impressing upon the con-
from he pecessity for tempering his elay with still greater care and attention, The man
worked very hard and evinced every desire to afford me s;}:isfaction. With the rates at which he

4 1 folt certain that he could not but sustain a loss, unless he were assisted from time to

¢ime by peyments ma

arked that thess alvances were male by mo after I had handed over charg?
of the district to Major Vertue and in my capacity of Range Officer, and were duly shown
in my Range Accounts despatchcd. to the Controller ; when I handed over charge to Supervisor
Syed yYusuf on the .lst July I mtrod.uced tho contractor to him, and at the same timo
guggested that the latter should burn bricks at Keelapaloor or Therumanore, and that those which
he had collected at Arealore should be dispesed of by him to private parties; and I at the eamo
¢ime told the Supervisor that a high rate would have to be allowed for such bricks, that the csti-
mato rates would require revision, and that I left him to arrange with the District Engineer what
enhanced rates chould b ailowed for Lrick-in-chunam. The contractor was willing to burn
pricks at the sites above indicated, and cxpressed his desire to give the fullest satisfaction with
a view to 3 farther and continued employmeut in the department and on works by which Le could
earn & competency. T have the honour to enclose copies of two letters subsequently addressed to
Major Vertue, T.E., by the contractor, in which he still shows every willingness to afford satisfac-
tion, and there is but little doubt that had ke been met half-way that the works would have pro-
gressed ushindered, and the results been satisfactory. In taking over charge of the Woodiarpo'liem

Sub-division from me, Supervisor Syed Yusaf was aware how matters stoud, and in so do'nz, 1

gubmit, undertook all the responsibility of any advances that had been previously made by me,
and it should have been to Lis iuterest, no less than to that of Government, to have avoided the
display of any animus towards the contractor, and have united with him in furthering the prose-
cution of the work. The remarks in the contractor’a petition regarding his inability to obtain
access to the District Engineer shows, if true, the difficultics the man had to fight against whilst
h? was on his side so desirous of coming to an amicable scttlement in the ma.tt)ter DUud;r theso
circumstances I subn:xit that situated as I was, with the increased charge and resp;nsibility I had
tlirown upon .me‘ during the five months I was Officiating District Engi:cc, for which 1 received
no re.munerahon, and during which period, morcover, 1 was suffering frorr,x donue fever, o 823
‘nothmg ot: th.e reduced subordinate establishment Ihad under me in !;e Trichingpol Ran:'e that
some palliation exists for my having acted pa 1 did, bona fide, wlilst, on the othe{' kans i,a is a

moot point whether‘any r(fsponsibility for tha advance attaches to me after my having given over
charge of the W oodxgrpollxcm Taluq to the present Range Officer |

L : A No. L.

The humbl‘fioies§lzlo: of ]T. "St. gIIOOR;)OGASA MOODELLIAR, Contractor of Sub-jail, etc.
\ realore, to Major J. VERTUE, R.EB., District Engi ‘richi

Oriore, Trichinopoly, 27th October 1873, ' g mtj Engiacer, Trichizopely el
MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, e :
E W:hen I obtained contract of the above works I expressly told to Captain R. R. E. Brockman,
1. ,d in whose charge the w.ork was at the time, that I cannot get better materials than those
:Iz ;ea y collected by Su.b-Engmczer Balasoondarum }Ioodclliar. The officer yiclded to it, and when
1ad prepared materials,, sach a3 bricks, chunam, ete., he personally inspected and approved
tlfem. an'd made a second edvance on the same. As Ionee chanced to see bricks of ‘gome best
Lind at TherumanBre, I wrote to the officer aud offered that, if any additional cost be f):iid to me,

1 would procure bricks from the place; the officer referred mo to the present Range Officer who
_ was soon to take charze ; sincoe the present olicer came I showed him the endorsement, and he has
]

‘ever put me off without any definite orders for the extra rates. The very first day tho Supcrvisor

. came to the work spot; hie, with an air of aversion, told to my face, ‘I don’t like this man "

(1] Ly 1" . - .
I will make arrangements.”  Although I knoyv little English, yet I know its meaning. 1 have
ia t!}e preparation of bricks wkhich are burnt and ready

o

de for materials be had collected at site, It was with this view, and in order
drance to the prosecution of the work might result, that I made the advances 1 did. It \l
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. at kiln, chunam which hrqs been collccted in a Iargé‘quantity and poAunded ag per orders of baptaiw

Brockman; ‘frewood carted to the field and in jungles to be cut and carted ; pahdals erected,
and many other materials ; professional labourers advanced, etc. Your honour knows that in the
present stage of tbe work it should be impossible for me to recover the sum. - S

0. When your honour had come to Arealore, I attempted geveral times to bring the matter
to your notice, but the Range . Officer’s™ promises kept me back, and ever ‘gince your homour’
returned the officer only ordered me 'to cart bricks from Therumanore, never gettling about the

~ extra bandy hire.

Most respected Sir, I am the son of a Native SUperinteﬁdeut of this distriet, who has served

‘a very long time in the Government and exccuted memorable works. .I have, -as contractor,
carricd out several works, each of a congiderable amount in Great of Southern India Railway and

this district and possess testimonials. I humbly beg to say that I feel uj;niost gorrow to see myself

entangled in a way from which 1 fear I cannot free myself without loss being incurred ; this would -

not be the case if Captain I. B. E Brockman, R.E., hal still been in charge of the work 3 Tbeg
to add that the promises which that gentleman cfficer made to me 8o as to encourage me to
undertake works at such a village as Arealore are not likely to forthcome at present.
" 1 therefore humbly solicit that your honour will ba pleased to issue decisive orders on the
following points and protect me thercby :— ' . :
' (L) To provide extra cost to be incurred if Therumanore bricks were to used.
(2.) To extend timo up to 31st March 1873, as very little only can be executed during the
present and next monsoons. S -
(3) To make prompt paymeats on materials prepared or collected as after as it should bo
" convenicnt for the work. o : ‘ ‘ '
For which act of charity 1 shall ever pray.

ra—— ¢

No. 3. ; ;.

The humble Petition of T. S. MOOROOGASA MOODELLIAR, Contractor of Sub-jail, ete., .

Works, Arealore, To Major J VERIUE, RE, District Engineer, Trichinopoly, dated .
Oriore, Trichinopoly, 97th November 1873. - -

MosT RESPECTFULLY SREWETH, , : s . - |
That your humblo petitioner. received your kind order, dated 11th November 1873, No. 33+

calling upon him to explain for the sum he has received on account of the above works, and he’

begs to state as follows. o N N .
I hos alranly iafhrm21 by a registeral asplication, dated 27th October 1873, how much
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be has received from Captain R. R. E. Brockman, R.E., for the work, and what sum he has laid . -

out in excess. ¢
owing to him but TRange Officer, who did pot up to this date issue any decisive order for bricks.

e has not absconded, and there i3 no necessity for him to do so.- .
“Ile has collected on the work spot, etc., materials as follows (in the case of bricka be

of about two miles, o form a good m !
cost him much, besides Captain R R. B Brockman, R.E., and Mahomed Yusaf Sahib, the Deputy

Collector, know what trouble he had to prevail upon tho

Padugay)- L - AT B
120,000 Bricks at 5 Rupces per 1,000 (actual COS) see  cene o wes o GO0
' 400 bandy loads (ahout) earth, of which 250 bandy loads were -, -
. washed away by the great rain on the 2§§rd October 1873, at 4 arnas . 100
480 parrahs of chunam burnt and mized with sand and pounded,

., 8 annas pet arrah ..." - .- e e ves . awe . wss - 240 o
at 1(;8nban§y 1opads of frewood of which about 40 bandy loads have - 150A L

becn carried by the above rain, at Rupees 1-8-0 wee Tene” e ;

“

I T L

1le now begs to add the delay up to this date in the exccution of the works is not o

from Maroodiar padugay and other different places, respectively,
izture, and this your honour, of course, knows should have °

B

_ Your honour’s petitioner waited on the work spot up to Deepavaly feast, and as there was no -
ecciving any order, and as he had to wait for nothing, which cost him greatly in a
" foreign village, he came to Trichinopoly for the said feast, and remains here since the timo

“villages to get earth in the o




No. 4061, . ‘OepER THEREON, 220d May 1874, No. 1,368

. : 0.
t T\ IN his letter rocorded with G- U
! SSTABLISIIMENT, No. 27,
| EST PR No. 27 No. 683, dated 13th March 1874, th
A |

~ be held personally respousible for the sum which L

. laboured owing to increased duties and
~ submits that it is dogbtful whether re

L
s :;‘
it . ] ) , t 1‘:
M;{” occedings of the Madras Gorernmel, Pudlic Works Departmcent {
ro &1 o
92nd May 1871.
—" ;
.. e b
Cost of pandal or *shed consisting of 103 bLiz bamboos and other %85 ;
;natcrialg e, e sen ev e ses ses cue ves 3
Valus of firewood in jungle . ... .. e o
o0 moulds, 1iron bucket, G mamaies, ete., materialg . 1.{._
:&dvance for cooulics _)
| Total... 1,530

[lo humbly bezs to assure that the costs above alluded to aro actual oncs; the country

s ks at Arcalore are gsold at 3§ or 4 Rupees per 1,000, o

bric 1le bumbly begs to add that if your honour would grant him permission to tho fullowind
he is ready to carry out the work himsclf, viz, :—

§. The time to complete tho work to be extendad to 31st March 1875. .
2. The work to ba ofien and often inspected, and payments made monthly by your honou
or any Luropean gentleman oflicer, ‘ |

Il has slready Lrought to your honour's notice, by the registered petition, tho mapn¢
which the present Range Officer treated Lim, ;

po'm'-!,

¢ with -

t District  Engineer, Trichinopoly, ¢
ported that a sum of- Rupees 1,000 had beon advanced by Captain Brockma?n,
.., to the contractor for the Sub-jail and Deputy  Collector’s Cuteherry at

Arealore, and that thero was little probability of the recovery of the amount-
Captain Brockman was accordingly called upon to show

. { not
causo why he should 1

i . ad been advanced without
. security, contrary to the standing orders of the department. With the above

letter the District Iingincer of the Godavery submits Captain Brockman'3
explanation, in which that oflicer enumecrates the dilflicultics under which he

T R e At ey

insufficient subordinate agency, an

s that ho 1 . sponsibility for the advanco attaches to him
sceing that he had given over charzo of the taluq to the present Range Officer:

2. Ilis Excellency the Governor in Council obsorves that the relieving
oficer might ba held liable for alvances on adeCIuato.socurit - ‘but not for 88
udvan?e c.ontrary to the orders of tle department, LICLIH;Vhile)tl’,\o Ranwre Officot
and District Iingineer will do what they can to utilizo the Contractor in ;arorying oub

the work on the revisec Wiom s farll . .
( d sanction; failing which and rocovery of tho advances? ;
full his future ecmployment on any puly

e BT g b e e A

' hc work will be probibited. §
(True Extract.) , %
]
| |
" Colonel, R.E,
‘ ‘ Secretary to Cop .
~ To the District Engineer, Trichinopoly. : ¥ overnment
”» L odavery, : .
»»  Cfliciating Controller of Public Worke Accounts
Exd. S. T. Austin. ‘ ;
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