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Proceedmvs of the Madras Government, Public Works Dzpariment,
181k May 1374,

No 381. Read the following letter from Colonel F, J. MOBERLY R.E,

District Engineer, Chingleput, to Colonel G.° W, WALKER, R.E.
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Gumdy, I5tl;
April 1874, No. 196 :— |
Ix reply to G. 0., No. 674, dated 13th March 1874, I have the honour to
enclose copy of report from Captain
A. C. Smith, R. E., Executive Engineer,
Mount Ranﬂe. The system of so-called

A S Y

i1 Cop of ]etter from Captain Smith, R.E., No.
2,413, dated 27th March 1874.

5

{ February 1874, has taken deep 100t around Madras, and is most difficult to eradi-

P cate,

f 2. In reply to my suggestions, Mr. Harington said that he had not time

" contractors very justly found fault with by Government in No. 271 of 4th

,Wxth cther pressing work to organize a departmental agency, which ke thought .

iwould cause a complete stoppage of supply from other sources and consequently
‘of the barrack flooring, the estimate rate for which he thought insufficient, and
I ﬂ-.ar expressed his opmmn too ovenly.

3. I stuted a quany establishment myself early in December to test his

opmmn. Captain Smith does not consider the Maisiry in charge competent for
ithe post, and states that the stone will prcbably cost Rupees 35 per square as
?a«ramst Rupees 30 paid formerly to Contraciors.  We have now further to compete
ithh suppliers for the (,alnatxc Railway which passes almost over our quarry 1n
'Palaveram, and for tho I'ramway in Madras,
' "4, 'This was all in view in November last. I eannot underqtfmd how the
i Inspecting Lingincer came to his eonciusion, or Mr. Ilarineton _held out such
,]10}\95. He did nothing towa:ds improving a supp]v notoriously insuffcient at the
,tune. I endeavoured to procure stone from Skolingur by rail, but the only tenderer
asLs Rupees 40 per square. .

5. 1lave called for a comparative estimate showing the probable nddxtmnal
cost for completing the work, and will submit it to Gove rnment as speedily as
‘possible.  T1e work will be pushed on mcantime.

6. We have had great difficulty in procuring fuirly good woed for beams
ispecially, sud the dday in obtaining them threw us back over the whole roofing,
"ll e dificulty is not, I believe, peculiar to the department. I am informed tlmt
‘the import of timber generally has been small, and what has been brought is
green unseasoned wood. ‘ NN
] 7. I would urge, as I have more than once Lefore, the 1mp0rtance I Lchevc
!evcn econmmcall;, of keeping a good stock. If the Public Works Stores laid ; ina
stock to season and worked it at moderate rates, I am under the i impression that
many District Oﬁicers would gladly employ the worLshops. ‘
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From Captnm A. C. SMITI, RI} Executive Erwmeer Mount Range to Colonel F, J.
. - MOBERLY, R.E., District En"meer Chm"leput dated Saint Thomas’ Moum 27th
" March 1874, No.2,413. -

i refercnce to your No. 3,428, forwarding Govemment Ordcr No. 674, of luth arch
{1574, tome for report, 1 have the honour to state as follows.
‘ 9, In'paragraph 2 of this Government Order it is stated that *“in this Oﬁ'"!al sear, nndet
date 1ith Novewber, the Inspecting Engineer for Buildings l‘el‘orted to the Chief En rmeer that by |
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I’roceeding.f of the Madras Goverrment, Public | Vorks Departmzat,
18tk May 1874,

8% Ro reason why all the builq

; . . i
ing3 should not be completed before its conclusion, and state
that the Executive Fy,

gineer had hopes of effecting the same."”

Executive Engineer must have been very sanzuine about it, as I think my
Pled with what I noy say, will show, ’

4. The reliance placed upon the go-
of speedy Completion,
suppliers) ounly natural : ;

5 if alot of men all decl
80 and go, ono jg inclined

they neve, do, and if when 80 tied down they f.
the same man will not try agaj

and Overseer into the belie

3. Now the then
Lgures further on, cou

tled and are fined no 2ood ensues, except Pc‘:hap’
el suppliers have cheated the Exccutive Engincer
din large supplies, but they have failed.
expectations which Lave not Leen realized" arose ; I
1018 never came about,

e wool and gtgne, But though the supply of the

. the
» and by throwing men out of work perpetually enhauced
e have delayed the completion very

2ow how such realizat

much. . .
hork which kas wud will still furtler d:lay completion, aad it is
in this jyepm that I will ghow kow impossible it would have becn under the circumstances to have
k within this official ycar,
r I took charge of the fange somewhere about 5th December I received orders
0u to start the Pulaveram quarry, aud on the 8th December [opened one at the ncarf;ll'
hat quarry has been at work ever since, and though not quite eatisfactory in its result wi
8erve to give relisble data for Tates of works both in time and expense, and from tho quarry

. g 0
tecounts I garher that it takeg &] men to produce from the roust hill and to convey to th
Larrack work site one squar

e of flooricg stone inoac day at a cost of Rupees 37. (Of the working

of this GUarry 1 will subm; d
% I never bad 81 wen at work, and my average (from nomingl rolls) is 36 men per day, an

I fourd j4 most diffe

the work for railway, *

10, Noy the rate of e<pense, even allowing for the infancy of the quarry and for the fact,
that al] ¢

ools, sheq, smiths, etc, had to be paid for greatly exceods the estimated amoilntz
kence the unwillinguess of the so-calied supplicrs to suPply, and though I am greaily af?'al:l;o
raising rates, for a rate once raised is never grain reduced, I at certain that allowed in

A fore the sippliers would not fulll their promises of large
supply, i \

11, Maving thyg 2iven you their reas
what had ¢, be done. 1Ip order to make eas
the barracks to one vg!

least 5 inches de

- 8. Suon afte
from y
Lill p t

ons fer not turning out the work, I will now show you
¥ comparison, I have reduced all the work in stone on

U8 83 it were, viz., squares of flooring (i. e., 100 stones a foot square, at
P, with 2 inches dvpt_h of side trimmed n

eatly, aud upper surfico 3 line
dressed). . . t
12, Ifadthatthe total amount of work required in the estimate is 539 sqares ; of this amoun
from the ¢

ommencement of the work on the 1st Jaunary 1863 until 30:h November l§73, that is
ina period of 2,159 days, ouly 290 squares wera completed ; therefore about the txme. of tl;:
Taspecting Engineer's vigit there were 240 squares remaining to be completed, am‘i thxs]vlro.x:i
take 80 mey 210 days, or, in other words, eizhi months to complgte:, whereas the ;lm:e ;Oo::n
by the Inspecting Engineer was ouly 4} months. Dut to do even t-hxs where werel t ese e

yed to como from? Ag ] said above the suppliers were a delusion an y

‘ ¢t the ~
Bupplied from 2 ¢, 2} squares a month, and the greatest number of men I could geta

i Il fell off and
GURITY was an average of 32 for one week, and as my quarry started suppliers all fe

&0 I am now stranded with My quarry people producing barely haltt' ::?u:;:: -
(as, tlus making it 180 days before all the stone required is turned out at present rate  tine,
<ué 10 per cent, in cxcess of estimated rates,

vouli do bothing ;
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Lroceedings of the Madras Goverament, Public Works Department,
7 18t4 May 1874.

i ¢ was no
13. When the Inspecting Engineer visited the work and matde f%us lre;;o:; ut;l:z: 2
. coming i i t the rate of only
as then coming in from suppliers a . . ¢
B 'th(; s«tiox(:zn::a in before his inspection at the rate of 250 squares in 21;159 (ia,ys,m ox;c4ti:;
ponth, e ]tﬂ:a Ilow then any one could be sanguine enough to express a ope of comp
squares a month. : |
i t a loss to know. o .
il month;, ; an:n: reported that I hope to complete the work in six montht!l,l bu: Ix)t; :;eytc}:;g
n - . - - .
- t Id ?:; the quarry work, or rather to prevent my extending it, this will no
happens to de |
i increased rate. —
e lt"mUStlIJ , :: alllim‘s are of course dead against the quarry, anq I have no do:z)tort pader-
al?'ﬂ Tn:e isp;)rouoht to bear ; however this will be treat;d of m‘ ‘my (t‘;z;:i) nsa W;re st
L s h by the extraordinary *‘exp
i gh how to show cause why '
I have written enoug
realized."”

—
———

No. 382 Orprr THEREON, 18th May 1874, No. 1,327.
0. Ld

Oz=pERED to bo recorded. o
2. The Governor in Couneil is
pleased to learn that steps have been
i ial in
tractors or suppliers of materia
‘ i endently of so-called con : uppliers i
fakiot *0 Zoéﬁniidiid trust{w that the Executive Officer v.nll mf ttlhmed :u:;:(:n?
the Mf;‘il;‘" . saﬁs}actor)’ system of carrying on the operations of the dep
organizing

) (True Extract.)

MILITARY WORKS, No. 21.

Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Chingleput,

' Exd. E. C. Shunker.
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