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Read again:%oard’s Proceedings, dated 25th April and .19th September 1873,
.- <% A Nos, 649 and 1,878,

R . Read also the following letters —

From W. §.:FQSTER, Esq., *Acting Collector of the Goda?ery District, to

J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada;

- ' 90th November 1873, No. 391, » - .| . ' N
As directed in the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 1,878, of the 19th
September 1873, I have the honour to forward copies of all the papers connected

1 with the planting of lunkah grass on an Island in the Godavery-river, with a report .

on all that nas gone before.

2. Tdo not, however, think that the actual state of the dispute has much to
da witl-the question of the terms used by the District Engineer-in one of his
letters,on the subjeet (No.'l /578 of 16th August), which is the paper 1 object to.

But I proceed to give a full analysis of the dispute in.the hope that it may lead to

.some good result. . : "

3. All the letters, of which copies are enclosed, refer to an Island in the
Godavery river belonging to the Zemindarni of Gopaulpuram.. Lunkah grass is

- growing (whether spontaneously, or planted by the ryots, or the Zemindarni, or

both is not known) on the banks of this Island, and the result has been damage to

. the river, danger to certain public works on the opposite (the west) bank of the

river, and expense. to Government. " The Public Works Department have repeat-
edly cut this, grass. The Zemindarni demands payment, and the Engineering
ay. The latter wish to compel the Zemindarni to refrain

Department refuse to p
Zemindarni wishes to sue the Department Public Works

from _planting, and the
for the value of f,he grass cut. -

" "4, Thelaw with regard to Government Islands compels the cultivators to allow
the officers of the Department Public Works to cut grass whenever they think
fit without compensation. But-in this case the Island is a propriefary estate;
there is no dispute whatever as to that- point. The law gives to the proprietor alj
the land above low water-mark, and this grass stands within that limit. At the
same time the law gives, I conceive, the right of civil action on the part of the
Government against. the Zemindarni for such an extension of her Island as may
injure .the Government land or works on the opposite bank of the river. There

if it could be found who did it, but the chances of conviction are very remote,

_ and the officers of the Debartmeht Public- Works are themselves averse to such
with sufficient proof. On the other hand the

a course, as they are not prepared
Zemindarni has, I should imagine, clear grounds of complaint against the Depart-

- ment Public Works, not for their cutting the grass, as she has signified her consent

" 4o their doing so on previous notice being given, but for their refusing to pay
her the smallest cqmpenéation for the grass they cut.

‘ .
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might be grounds for prosecuting the planters of the grass criminally for mischief
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5. The case under consideration at present isone which has given rise to
the correspondence enclosed between the {District Engineer and his execative

officers, and the Sub-Collector. It is very similar to a previous case which was
conducted principally between the Collector and the Department Public Works,

and which, the Board of Revenue will remember, was the cause of the issue of

their Proceedings, No. 686, dated 30th April 1873, and G. O. , thereon; No.'707,
dated 22nd July 1873. S S . .

6. The following are the facts of the present case.

7. On8thd une 1872 Mrt Walch, the Executive Engineer fn charge of No. 3
- ¢ No. 93, 8th June 1872, Enclosure 1. - ©F Western Delta Range, requested® the

Superintending Engineer to inform him

of the actual boundaries of the Gopaulpuram lunkah, as much damage was being.

done to Government works by the extension of that Island. The Superintending

Engineer addressed the Sub-Collector,t

No. 1,001, 13th June 1872, Enclosure 2. - e .
t an nclosure asking for the requisite information.
-

I beg to point out that in this letter the Superintending Engineer uses language

calculated to irritate the Sub-Collector as implying a sort of threat of reference to

the Collector in case the Sub-Collector does not do what the Superintending
Engineer imagines to be his duty to do.

8. The Sub-Collector then wrote}.to Mr. Walch, suggesting that if clear |

evidence was procurable as to whe
“planted” the grass which caused the
damage those persons might be prosecuted, and asking for a report on the facts
and a list of witnesses to prove, 1st, who planted the grass; 2ndly, whether the

1 No. 76, 22nd June 1872, Enclosure 3.

- Zemindarni abetted the planters; 3rdly, what evidence is forthcoming that the plant- -

ers knew of the damage they were causing ; and, 4thly, what damage had actually
been done. The Sub-Collector also called on the proprietrix to explain. :

9. The proprietrix replied§ that she had nof planted any grass, but had
B actually sustained loss by refusing per-
: mission to her ryots to plant on their
- lands which lay on the margin and had been washed away, and that what grass
there was was self-sown, germinating from seeds blown there by the wind and roots
washed down by floods. She also stated that she had given permission to the
Circar to remove the grass, and that she herself had actually removed some. -
Further, that the Department Public Works officers had been cutting grass when-
ever it suited their convenience, but had uniformly refused to pay compensation.
. She courted full investigation. o -

% ¥

- § Marked C., 8th July 1872, Enclosurg 4.

10. Meanwhile Mr. Waleh had replied,|| stating,that no good evidence was -
forthcoming, and that in his opinion -

| No. 91, 30th-June 1872, Enclosure 5. Judicial proceedings were unadvisable, He

states that the iﬂjnfy done by the extension of the Island (* by self-sown grass if .
not by manual planting”) [sic] is extensive erosion of the right bank of the river,:
rendering costly works necessary. ~ All that he wants is, he says, that his depart-
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_matter, as if in fact Mr. Pearse had been doing something wrong.

ménf: should be informeci of ¢ the exact boundaries of that portion of existing
lunkah over which the Zemindarni has rights,” so that it may be decided how much
of her property it might be necessary to acquire under Act X. of 1870.

11. On 13th July 1872 the Superintending Engineer again addressed*

* No. 1,411, 13th July 1872, Enclosure 6. {0}y of the same subject. Mr. Walch,

in his notes to the Inspection Report for June 1872, stated that the work ona

‘groyne on the right bank of the river had been stopped by the Gopaulpuram

Zemindarni’s refusal to allow lunkah grass to be cut on her Island. The Superin-

* tending Engineer commenting on this urges a speedy defining of the limits of the

lunkah. - . . ‘
12. In'reply the Sub-Collector wrotet that he was waitiog till he had oppor-

~ ¥ No. 89, 22nd July 1872, Enclosure 7. before attempting to define its limits,

- and to‘satisfy the Superintending Engineer that he had not neglected the subject

he sent him copies of the correspondence between h{mself and Mr. Walch.

13. On 27th July Mr. Walch wrote ademi-oﬂicialvto Mr. Stuart, Sub-Colle:c-
tor, in reply to which Mr. Stuart, on September 30th, wrote as requesteq an official
let(:er, No. 129, (Enclosure 8), sending his opinion on the matter, which shortly

comes to this—that by law the proprietor has a right to all land appearing at low OZ{{,L’,‘J

water ; that low water-mark, therefore, is the only boundary that can be laid down;

the Sub-Collector on another matter, a .

funity to inspect the Island referred to -

and that if the Department Public Works want any land to be taken up under Act.

X. of 1870, Mr. Stuart would recommmend “ them to take such a strip of the —-—-

lunksh or river bed as may be considered necessary.” . It appears, however, that; -

no notice was taken of this by the Department Public Works, who thus seem to be }

3

themselves solely responsible for the delay. They never scut in any list of lands 1, o e

they wanted. S - .. .

14. In reply to a letter of the‘Sub-Collector the proprietrix wrote to the
4 Dated 216t October ;872,’ Faclosare . statements and complaining that, though
the Department Public Works had cut as much grass as they wanted, and though
she had suffered loss of revenue, they never paid her for the grass taken.

»

15." Mr. Pearse, then Acting Sub-Collector, wrote to the Superintending
Engineer,§ forwarding this petition, and
] , stating that the proprietrix had no
oi)jection to the grass being cut if she was paid for it. C

. § No. 163, 3rd December 1872, Enclosure 10.

16. The Superintending Engineer replied| very cﬁitly on December 7th,

simply sending copy of a letter addressed
by him the previous day to the Collector,
appﬁrently after receipt of Mr. Pearse’sletter. I can see noreason for this irritating
tone, unless he wished Mr. Pearse to understand that the Superintending Engineer
declined further correspondence with him, and had gone to his superior on the

| No. 56, 7th December 1872, Enclosure 11.

”

Sub-Collector,} reiterating her former
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17. This enclosed letter wes dated 6th December 1872, (Enclosure 12), and

states that great injury had been done by the . planting of grass; that it is impos- -

sible to prove who plants the grass, and therefore (1) the Zemindars are not entitled
to any consideration or compensation. He states that ¢ the same excuse’ is made
by the Tahsildars, namely, that it is impossible to prove who planted the grass, and
he accuses the Tahsildars of wilful neglect of their duty, and wilful withholding
of complaints as to injury, however large, done to Government works. This is bad
enough. Colonel Fischer must surely be aware that Tahsildars are powerless to
punish when there is no evidence to show who the offenders are; and he knew well
when he wrote that the Sub-Collector had been taking all possible pains to put the
matter right, and had told him two or three days before that he had obtained the
consent of the Zemindarni for the Department Public Works to cut the grass
whenever they thought fit if they only paid her its proper value. e also refuses
to pay for what Le takes, though he admits that there are no grounds for suppos-
ing the Zemindars responsible. But even worse remains. In his 2ud paragraph
Colonel Fischer again proceeds to threats, and implications that the Revenue officers
do not do their duty. Writing to the Chief Revenue officer of the district he tells
him that no doubt the Government will call for an explanation of the whole matter,
and that he hasrepeatedly pointed out the injury done, implying that the injury 1s
therefore the result of the Collector’s neglect of his duty. )

18. Similar language was used a few days later,"(December 20th), and that
letter being sent to the Board of Revenue they in their Proceedings, No. 649,
dated 25th April 1873, condemned Colonel Fischer’s tone.

19. The correspondence then passed into my hands and led to the issue of
G. 0., No. 767, dated 27th July 1873, approving of my proposals for securing the
safety of the river énd the works by the taking up of a strip of land all along the
edge under Act X. of 1870. . | ' ' : ’ )

20. On 25th June 1873, (Enclosure 13), the proprietrif again complained of
large quantites of lunkah grass having been cut by the subordinates of the Depart-
ment Public Works and payment being withheld. Mr. Snaith, Sub-Collector, sent

‘ this complaint with a covering letter*

* No. 126, 10th July 1873, Enclosure 14. wopral .
’ ’ to the District Engi i
t No. 1,510, 7th August 1873, Enclosure 13, - X -nglLoeer, and his reply¥
: ~ was received on 7th August.

- 9]1. This letter simply referred Mr. Snaith to the Superintending Engineer’s
letter of the 7th December 1872, which itself merely enclosed his letter of 6th
December 1872 to the Collector, and concluded with the following paragraph, the
extremely offensive tone of which will, I think, speak for itself:—** It has been
ruled_by the authorities that the Government have reserved all rights to cut lunkah
grass in the bed of the river for its proper conservancy, and this fact is well known
in your office; but at every change of officers this office is troubled with the same
complaints and references.” ‘ ] '

‘ o ’ 22. Mr. Snaith pointed out in re-
) ply: that the only order extant referred
to Government not proprietary lunkahs, and concluded with a remonstrance against
the tone of Colonel Fischer's letter. ‘ RN

1 No. 163, 14th August 1873, Enclosure 16.
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93, Colonel Fischer immediately on receipt of the letter repliedl by letter, ‘

' No.1,578, dated 16th August 1873, (Enclosure 17), the tone of which is, I contend,

- mitted to use to another.
used, as that speaks very plainly for itself ; but I think it necessary to point out

" grass because the Zemindarni has not taken

3

" "most offensive and annoying, and such as no officer should for a moment be per-

It would be waste of time to comment on the language

how extremely inaccurate Colonel Fischer is in his comments on this case, and

* how utterly uncalled for are his remarks.

'24. He says, “ I have only to observe that the complaint of the proprietrix
referred to was of a vague and general nature, and no officer was specified against
whom her charges were preferred.” This then Colonel Fischer considers to be a
sufficient ground for deliberately refusing to take any notice of her complaint,

he himself defends the practice ! I think the Government will not support him in
his endeavour to ignore all complaints made against his officers of things done by
them which he knows them to have done: - - )

25. Colonel Fischer says, ¢ She (the proprietrix) fails to show the limits of
her lunkah.” The foregoing outline of this case will show that the Department
Public Works were invited by the Sub-Collector more than a year previously to
point out what land they wanted to acquire of this lunkah, and were informed
that no limits except low water-mark could be defined. The Department Public
Works are alone responsible for the delay. -They never replied to the Sub-Collec-
for’s invitation. ' ) : )

96. Colonel Fischer then argues that he has a right to cut the Zemindarni’s
any notice of a complaint made
against her by the Superintending Engineer. I can scarcely believe that Colonel
Fischer is so ignorant of common law as really to hold this view seriously.

97. He then argues that the Zemindarni’s proprietar} rights do not confer
on her any right to injure her neighbour as much as she likes. It is perfecily
true that she may besuable in the Civil Courts, but it is plain that this right of

- action can confer upon the District Engineer no right to injure the Zemindarni

as much as /e likes. _ ~ , \ )

" 28. In paragraph 3 Colonel Fischer says that he had before suggested to
former Sub-Collectors to see for themselves how much the property of Govern-
ment had been injured by the planting of lunkah grass, and that his suggestion
was never noticed by them. How much truth there is in that allegation will

appear from the history of the case asgiven above. What the meaning of his next -

remark, ¢ 1 had hoped the matter was at rest,” is I leave it to the Board to
determine. * I am at a loss to understand it. ' :

29. Colonel Fischer proceeds, without a word of apology, to reiterate verba-
¢im the irritating words which Mr. Snaith objected to in his letter under reply.
I cannot conceive a much more positively insulting course of action.

30. He then deliberately writes that, after several minute and careful

: insp;éctions of the locality,” he regrets to say that the Revenue Department

have * entirely neglected” their duty to “ see that the Government they serve
have their interests faithfully attended to.” I leave the Board-to dispose of

this very serious charge,

JUIRE S GRS R

. though he perfectly well knows that his subordinates are cutting this grass, and -

merely remarking that bad Colonel Fischer done as .

A%
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he was asked by the Sub-Collector to do fourteen months before, viz., point.out the
land he wanted to take up under Act X. of 1870 to preserve the river, the
transaction could have been completed, and all the injury done to the Govern-
ment works this year would have been avoided. Instead of which he has
remained inactive, contenting himself with invading proprietary rights, carrying
off property without paying for it, and writing offensively worded letters to the
Collector and Sub-Collector. ' )

31. He concludes with accusing the Sub-Collector of declaring the proprie-
trix to have legitimately a right to ¢ do as much injury as she likes to her neigh-
bours”—a position never of course for one moment assumed—and winds up with
a threat of going to Government for redress, and for an extension of his powers to
enable him to *defend their rights and property.”

32. Now I hold that this style of correspondence should not be permitted
between one officer and another. If it were allowed every district would be,
officially, in flames, and the work of the Government would be neglected in the
excitement and irritation of constant squabbles. The Board of Revenue have
already had occasion to notice the irritating tone of Colonel Fischer’s correspon-
dence,and I think that the letter now before the Board calls for very serious notice.

33. I, therefore, request the Board to ask the Government to put a stop to
the issue of letters of this kind from Colonel Fischer’s office. I trust that the
above narrative will show that the Revenue Department are in no way to blame in
the matter of the injury to the Government works, and that if anybody is to
blame it is the District Engineer himself for not having marked out the limits of
the lands he requires to preserve. I also ask the Board to request the Govern-
ment to direct Colonel Fischer at once to pay for whatever grass his subordinates
have cut on this estate during the past year and a half, and to continue so to pay
in future. If he thinks the Zemindarni to blame he can sue her in the Courts for
the injury. o ‘

.
-

Excrosures Nos. 1 to 18.—Copies of Correspondence.

1

From the same_Qﬁicer, dated Cocanada, 8th December 1873, No. 401. -
IN my letter, No. 391, dated 29th November, reporting on all the circumstances

leading to the issue from the District

. Engineer’s office of a letter® to the
Acting Sub-Collector of this district, which I consider contains language which
should not be allowed. I stated that the District Engineer had never applied to
the Revenue authorities to take up the Gopaulpore lunkah for public purposes, -
though requested to do so should he so desire, and that in my opinion the injury
he complained of to the river works was due simply to this neglect, and not to any
carelessness on the part of the Revenue Department. ) ‘

) 2. 1 have the honour now to mention that my statement has reference to

‘circumstances occurring before 21s¢ August 1873, on which date the Acting Sub-
Collector wrote to me complaining of the tone of the District Engineer’soletter.
I do this to prevent any misunderstanding, as since that date, namely on 11th Sep-
tember 1873, Colonel Fischer has written to me requesting that the Island may be
taken up under Act X. of 1870, and the matter is now under consideration. *

* No. 1,578, 16th August 1873.
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: 4. The general question of the injury thus done, and of the measures which
! are to be adopted in order to remedy it, is disposed of in G. O., dated 22nd July -

I‘f’
SUB;IITTED for the orders of Government. ' }}’
.9, The Collector of the Godavery District submits a letter from Colonel ‘.
* Fischer, the District Engineer, to the Sub-Collector, dated the 16th August 1873, f: .
No. 1,578, and requests that Government may be asked to prevent Colonel Fischer RN

from writing in a manner so insulting and irritating.

3, The correspondence, which is very fully summarized by the Collector,
bears Yeference to the injury done to the western bank of the Godavery by the
plantjﬁg_ of lunkah grass on the eastern bank and the lunkahs near it, and more

‘véépegia“y to such planting on the border of the Gopaulpore lunkah.

N [ 3
T -, 3
- te{v‘\s\;&,v
s

Y.
PN

-t

1873, No. 767, and intheir Proceedings of the 28th January 1874, No. 1‘?5, the
Board have submitted to Government an application for taking up the whole of the
Gopaulpore lunkah, as a piece of land fr'o;m which ‘¢ more immediate danger is
apprehended” under the Land Acquisition Act. '

5. It appears that on the 10th July 1873. the Sub-Collector forwarded to

" the District Engineer a complaint from the proprietrix of the Gopa’ulpore lunkah, .

to the effect that officials of the Public Works Department had cut 5,000 bundles
of lunkah grass without her permission at places chosen by themselves, and had
not paid for it. The District Engineer replied in a somewhat irritating manner.
The Sub-Collector remonstrated, and the District Engineer then wrote the letter
which is complained of. '

ot B ot & sammiat i i) 2ot
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6. The letter incorrectly accuses the Sub-Collector of ignorance of orders
on the subject of the planting of lunkah grass in the bed of the river, and advises .
him to consult the Collector before he commits himself on the subject. It implies '
that the Sub-Collector had stated that the proprietary rights of the Gopaulpore
proprietrixr justified her in injuring her neighbours as much as she likes, whereas .
the Sub‘-Collg‘ctor had said nothing of the kind. It states a mistaken view of the o
law as to the right of the proprietrix in the lunkah ceasing when it became attached
- to the left. bank of the river. It groundlessly insinaates that the injury done by ‘7 =~
i the propﬁetrii }ga,d'be'én .represented to the Sub-Collector’s predecessor and no
" notice taken of it, and that a question previously at rest had been revived simply
E * because there had been a change of Sub-Collectors. It informs the Sub-Collector =, * ==
} . that it is the bounden duty of Revenue officers to protect the interests of Govern-
i ment faithfully, and that this duty has been entirely neglected in the locality of the
I Gopaulpore lunkah. Finally, he states that if any attempt is made to enforce what
? the §ub—Collectoi- has declared to be “ a legitimate’ claim he ¢ will report the
¥
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matter at once to Government and ask for further powers to defend theirrights and
property :” this amounts to the repetition of a threat to report the Revenue officer
; for neglect and incapacity which had been previously made to the Collector under

rf /_signi]ar circumstances, ‘and pLonounced quite uncalled for in Board’s Proceedings, “.-’-;"
¥ 7dated 25th April 1873, No. 649. . i e
t P 7. Asthisis not the first time the Board have had to notice the irritating ,
E"n manner in which Colonel Fischer writes, and as it seems likely to cause difficulties . %** P
f " in the administration of the district, the Board resolve to lay the matter before . .51
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Go-vernment, and request that Colonel Fischer may be peremptorily required to
write more courteously and more reasonably. - '

. 8. They think also that Colonel Fischer should be required to investigate
the claims of the proprietrix of the lunkah, and pay what is really due to her for
grass cut by officials of the Public Works Department, '

-

(True Copies and Extract.) S
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Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, ReveiméiDepartment,
with Board’s Proceedings, dated 19th September 1873,
No. 1,878, and eighteen o‘riginal enclosures, to be returned.

»

Copy to the cting Collector of thp:God:{very District.
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ProceepiNgs oF THE BoARD oF Revenue, dated 19thdSeptember 1873.

_ Godavery District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 3rd September 1873, No. 285:—

I mave the honour to forward the correspondence as shown in the margin

‘ 1. Translation of complaint of the brdﬁrietri ;

of Gopalpuram. e
3. Sub-Collector’s letter to District Engineer,

> dated 10th July, No. 126.

_ 8. District Engineer’s reply, dated 7th August.

1873, No. 1,510. .

4. Sub-Collector’s letter to District Engineer,
dated 14th August 1873, No. 163. .

5. District Engineer’s letter, dated 16th August
1873, No. 1,578. -

6. Sub-Collector’s letter to the Acting Colleo-
tor, dated 21st August 1873, No. 285.

and ‘request that the Board of Revenue

R N
PR

will ask Government to take measures .

to put a stop to such letters passing from

one officer to another as that of the Dis-
trict Engineer’s No. 1,578.} -

9. - I have before this had a similar
Jetter from the District Engineer, which
the Board will find in their Proceedings,

. No. 649, dated 25th April 1873.

" Engineer.

3. The correspondence herewith sent arose from a petition received by the
Sub-Collector from the proprietrix of an estate bordering on the Godavéry, in,
which it was said that the servants of the Public Works Dé’pja?ré'rﬁexiﬁ had cut a -
number of bundles of lunka grass on her island without her permission. -This

otition was sent to the District Engineer, and, after two other letters, not very
important, had passed, the District Engineer writes the letter.to which I.now call
attention, No. 649, in which he asserts very strongly that the Revenue Department
are neglecting their duty and that he will be obliged to ask Government for

‘powers to defend their rights if the Revenue authorities act as they are doing.

-4, - Mr. Snaith acted perfectly right in sending the petition to the District
It might amount to a complaint of theft against the subordinates of the
Public Works Department, and he might have taken up the matteras a Magistrate;

* but it was far better to try and avoid doing this as the subordinates of Govern-

ment would be defendantsin a eriminal case.

- s - - A ’{. :
T T adave W ni‘xuwu.*y%l}? W* ~ -
. L)

this if such complaints are repeated.

o

. ehemm - vt AF v

But it will be impossible to avoid

- 5. Mr. Snaith asks me either to call on Colonel Fischer to withdraw the T

“letter in question or to refer the matter for the consideration of the Board,

I prefer the latter course because I do not suppose that Colonel Fischer would, on
my requisition, apologize for what he has said. I therefore hope the Board will
ask Government to put a stop to letters of this kind. '

’ Et_z‘cr.orsuné Nos. 1 to 6.—Copies of Correspondence.

A SR o .
e : . %, 2

Txe Collector’s Jetter and the correspondence he forwards do not put the case
completely before the Board; but they infer that the complainant has on previous
occasions claimed to be proprietrix of a lunka, or portion of a lunka, on which the

Department of Public Works, on the other hand,.claim the right to cut grass in

the interest of river conservancy. - The Collector ‘should have stated whether there - -
is ay"di}spu_ted boundary or whether the proprietrix has a clear title, He should
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A aisoG have explained the nature of the contention of the Engineer Oﬂicer on behalf :
of Government. Instead of this Mr. Foster sends up a complaint of the terms used
by Colonel Fischer to the effect that the inter At

the Revenue Department and that hs prop

Is):fges:;l oTlhe ;mounl:t(l)f blame attachmg, and the language, on Colonel Fischer’s
nly be rightly estimated from a knowledge of

ge of what has gone before.

The Collector will at once afford the mformanon indicated by the Boagrd fore

(A true Copy and Extract.)

. (Signed)  H. E. STOKES,

v . : 4 Acti '
To 410 Acting Collector of the Godavery District. ng Sgcretaq. ‘
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.Proceedmg: of the Madras Government, Revenue Department : /7‘ ;
[ -
26th February 1874. L

No. 235. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd
February 1874, No. 206:— - -

Tead the following letter from W. S. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of the
Godavery District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Reve-

nue, dated Cocanada, 7th January 1874, No. 4:— -
Ix forwarding, herewith, copy of a letter, dated the 2nd mstant No. 2,890,

‘from the District Engineer, askmg me to compel the Curnams of Mokhasa Villages
to render Returns of Irrigation, I have the honour to observe that Colonel Fischer
‘threatens to stop the water-supply to the lands of the village. .

2. Ido not know if Colonel Fischer means to carry out his threat if the
Curnams neglect to furnish returns. It is objectionable to stop the supply of water
to ryots, if the Curnam omlts to do his' duty. -

3. "I may remark that I have not the means of compelling a Zemindari - .
Curnam to render an accognt of lrno'ated areas, thouvh I have asked the landlord !
to mduce the Cuarnam to do this. ',
f -Certainly there"would be loss from the absence of correct statistics, but "f
«* the loss of Government revenue, if water is not supplied,” would far exceed it. y
z The matter, therefore, deserves sufficient timely attention.
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proper business. The Collector certainly could get the accountsfrom the Curnams
with less trouble than the District Engineer. ‘ e

From Lxeutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER, &. &., District Engineer, to W. S. FOSTER Esq.,
Acting Collector of the Godavery District, dated Dowlaishwaram, 2nd -January 1874,
No. 2,890.
! - Ix forwardmg, herewith, copy of a letter from the Executlve Engineer in charge of the
Western Delta Range, and its enclosure, (to be returned) relative to the difficulty experienced by
that officer’s subordinates ir zetting Statements of Irrigation from a Zemindari or Mokhasa Village,
I have the honour to request you will be good enough to take steps to compel the Curnams, ete.,
of those villazes to send in proper Returns, as othermse I will have to stop the water-supply to
thexr lands.

é{
{ : , Excrosore No. 1. S o '
t
b,

PN
‘e
A3

SusMITTED for the orders of Government. : .

: 9. The Board are of opinion that the District Engineer would not be justified
in withholding water from the lands of a Zemindar on the ground that his Curnam
had neglected to furnish accounts ; the Collector will do all he can to arrange with
the proprietors for the submission of the reqmred returns.

No. 236. | ORDER THEREOR, 26th February 1874, No. 261.

Tae Government concur with the
Board. The District Engineer’s threat-

Irrigation, No. 1.

ATt o e s o s, # P

- Department Public Works,
(True Extract.) /
1

.
AN 4 - - . i ’
L -

e

Acting Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue, )

.+ tho Public Works Department. v - |,
~ Vi '
Exd.G. A. Turton. aﬂ{’ﬁ‘“‘ A : .
‘J a' f ”' /
/’: // .
e 4
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5. It would be far better to have the Engineering Dei)artment keep to their

ened proceedings will be noticed in the
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