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é.‘NO.,Q‘il Read the’ followmg letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. F FISCHER,

, ’:{ B RE District Eugineer, Godavery, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E,

‘ Secretary to ‘Government, Public Works Departmeut dated Dowlalsho
" werar;, 9th Aprrl 1874, I\o. 75— . i

S

‘_ 5': . mave the honour “to acknuwledwe recelpt of Gf 0. of the 25th February

1874 No. 481, and’ with reference* to paragraph 2, beg to express my regret the

Government should _express 8o much_ dxssatxsfactlon with the progress of works in

i the Eastern Delta; and to solicit ‘that I be allowed to submit the following exp]a~

 nations, - * - [ B . - -
-2, The pr1nc1pal work sanctioned for this delta was the Cocanada Canal, and

this bas been completed ; thrée main lines of drainages were sanctioned, viz.,

the Biccavole, Tholiabaga and Takee, of these the two former have been cut out and

are in good working order, the latter was postponed whilst the others were in

Eprogress as it yvas absolutely necessary to utilize the labour on works more emer-

; gently necessary, and, in thy case of the Takee main drain, the country did not

{ require sach works to be executed so soon as in the flatter portions of the delta,

Land from what I had done to it eighteen years ago [ knew it acted very fairly ; the -

}only lock required to make the Mundapetta Canal thoroughly efficient has been - o

AN

put in and opened for traffic, and that canal head properly cut out. Teo

s 3. The estimates for the Bank Canal were ordered to be postponed in 1870,
{88 it was alleged some great improvements would be provided for in these ; on exami-

| nation these were found to be of no use cr value, and in July 1872 the Govern- -
* ment ordered the estimates to be revised according to my original proposals ; this

| ‘was accordingly done, _and after submission to the Inspector-General of Irrigation
on his tour,'sent up early in March 1873 and only sanctioned in March 1874 ;
‘there were only a few minor works to be done in this portion of the Eastern s
| Delta, and when I saw what fearful delay was being made in getting these estimates -

" sanctioned, I urged on Mr. Walch to put as many works as he possibly could in

hand, giving him the use of the whole of our available floating plant, and leaving

the works in the Eastern Delta pro tem, as those we could put in hand were of no

great importance. AT )

4. Iwould, therefore, very respectfually deprecate the Government taking such
an unfavourable view of our‘arrangements Eighteen months ago Colonel Rundall
recommendecLg a very.large increase to our floating plant, and nothing has been
"déne towards it, and if sanctioned to-morrow it will take four or five years perhaps
to get this into proper working order; and to give some idea of the enormous losses
the Government and country are suﬁ'enno' by the system now adopted, of minute
details and attentmn to the most ordinary elementary principles, I will just
= mentlon that out of the 65 000 acres of land increase of cultivation we expected ta
- get in 1870 in the Eastern Delta upwards of 40,000 acres belonged to the Coringa*
rand Bénk (;anals-—the works which were postponed for some im provements to be
buggested and whxch were of no value; and it is now admittéd my original -

proposals will be'a very great improvement 'and afford: every facility for regulat-
ing properly the. flow of ‘'water throughout the delta; now the water-rate is
s0 that we stood to increase the revenue by Rupees 1,60,000,

et e

4 Rupees pei’acre,

and ‘the yalue of pr0perty by Rupees 6,40,000 a year, all which has had to be
B B
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postponed for four years,and will take three or four years yet to recover, for, w we¥ (3 - N _ Delta it has been different, but there no changes have been made because of my
cannot make more progress than we are doing in the deltas with our floating plantin oy A - representations, otherwise a similar state of affairs would have been brought
1 its present condition. All officers, Sir A. Cotton, Colonel Orr, and Colonel Rundall, ‘ S R ‘ about there. ;

who have had a knowledge and experience of these works, have supported. my S - , . .
views in this matter, but yet up to this time nothing whatever has been done ‘. { No.' 242. ORDER THEREOX, 11th May 1874, No. 1,261. :

except calling for more returns. Colonel Rundall, after a personal inspection of the " . - — RECORDED Wi

plant, recommended an immediate increase, but this has been set aside for more ! . IRRIGATION, No. 19. District En 0ine::f: :l;;lzzrzézi:l;;ilt};;
. . . o

returns, because it was expected we might get half a ton more on our emstmo' boats, ‘ . ' . have been submitted through the Chief

e

I and a little more work out of lazy, ignorant lascars. ' : Engineer for Irrigation, = There is nothing in Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer’s letter
5. 1 have repeatedly brought this matter to the notice of the Chief Enmneer which satisfactorily or sufficiently explaing the small outlay under Extraordinary
i for Irrigation, but he has given us no assistance Whatgver the delay and losses 1 in the Lastern Delta, which, it appears from the Progress Report to the 31s¢
incurring by the Government and the district are not;’ I respectfully submit, due { - . December, amounted only to Rupees 49,226, The change of oflicers no doubt
to want of proper arrangements here. I have detailed fully to Sir A. Cotton what ~ : " had a considerablo cffcct, but there were two Assistant Engineers in the range,
I am striving to do for his great project, and he has most cordlally and entirely and an e*{pendlture of on the average less than Rupees 5,500 a month was far
approved of all I had suggested to him. Colonel ‘l‘:{unddll the late Inspector-  ° ‘ ‘ : from satisfactory.

General of Irrigation, has borne similar favourable testimony. I trust, then, the = ° . v ' ) (True Extract.) 5

Government will be pleased to relieve us of the censure contained in the Government
Order under reply, as we are really not to blame in the matter. Solong agoas July™ - !
1872, the Government ordered the estimates of the Central Delia to be revised, and - ;
these were prepared and sent up in August 1873, but up to this time nothing whatever - 1 , ‘ ]

has been heard of them, and yet in the report accompanying I deta.jled in full the i , ' ' - Lieut.-Colonel, R.E
progress madeé in the district by the project, a matter of the greatest importanco : Joint Secretary to Governm:nt.
and interest to the Government, but, as usual, it has been laid aside on the alleged’ ’ '
ground that some petty details are necessary, and so any amount of time and
money thrown away on account of a point which is never shown to be of the
1 slightest moment whatever ; how then, I would respectfully ask, can it be urged
we do not make proper progress or arrangements when delays are created, for no
purpose or object, in scrutinizing estimates, and we are denied the use of the only
means which all officers, whose opinion is worth having, consider it is absolately

. . . ; , To the Chief Engineer, for Irrigation.
necessary for us to have from their own experience and knowledge in the matter. K S District Engincer, Godavery
” » 3

6. I have shown above that the total estimated value of revenuc and - +s Officiating Controller of Public Works Accounts

. property is eight lakLs of rupeesa year for the Coringa and Bank Canals, the expen- . '

diture required to bring up the floating plant to the standard recommended by ‘

Colonel Rundall is only two lakhs of rupees, and if the Central Delta works are put in

hand sometbing more may be required ; but nothing whatever has yet beea done in . ’

this most important matter, though I have so repeatedly urged its paramount import. i : L . .

ance. In the district generally we are spending eight lakhs a year chxeﬁy on new o ‘
j . works for its improvements from Extraordinary Provincial and Lineal grants, and -
this is far in excess of any former years, so that it can hardly in justice be said -
our arrangements are so very defective, particularly when so much delay has
been made in getting sanction for the works required in one particular locality,
1 and for the means absolutely necessary to carry these on with. .- I'may also .
mention the frequent changes of officers in the Eastern Delta as one reason why
progress has been delayed; the last four years Mr. Sage, Major Hasted, R.E.,"
Mr. Hannan, Major Mead, R.E., and Captain Brockman, R.E., have been i in _
charge, and thesc all had to learn the details of a great project. In the Western
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