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U I‘ﬁAvn the honour to offer a few ¥

only use the canal water perhaps six weeks ono year, three another, and notat all,
~on wet years.. In this case the ryot argues, let the country as a whole pay for.the’
water when I do not want it; I wish to pay for it for the proportion of time T use it. "1~

‘ehall only bo levied where fraud is proved: ~ § 1. % . b, i Y

'his field, or_some natural aid, like a stream, which enablés him 'to graw Tice to,

+
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" Proceedings of the- Madras Government, Public lVorks‘Department? S
S ' 19tk January 18740 o o0 e
No. 2;17; " Read the fbll‘owhin‘g enﬁoisexﬁémt of the Clhli'ef Enginéér ,foi' Irpiggtidné |

" dated Ellore Canal, 19th November 1873, No. 50 Bi—

: From J. H. LATHAM, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Iirigaiioﬁ and . :

Canal Company, to Licutenant-Colonel J: MULLINS, R.E:, Chief Engi-

neer for Irrigation,“ dated Kx;rglopl, 6th November 1873, No. 51 PR

=

» Public Works G. 0., No. 155, dated 29th Octo-

. ber 1873. ‘ , :pany‘jt; : o

2. The object of the discussion I take to be the invention of some means b.y R
which the'canal shall receive, in the way of water-rate or. insurance fee, a fair. * .
proportion of the actual benefit which its existence confers on, the country. - By-: L
aetual I mean direct benefit, such as is produced by the use or presence of ‘tl.le L

"water.. Isuppose that the Government, when they guuranteed a large interest in *
order to obtain the canal, felt sure that the canal would be worth its cost tothe, -

" country as a whole; but it is also evident from the measures taken and the terms ..

‘ cdhsid‘er‘ it most desirable tlxat‘thé )
burden of the cost' of .the canal should not be permanently left upon the whole

v

" country, but should be as speedily' as poésilﬁé laid upon the pprtiérﬁ of. it dirgctlyl'

benefited by the canal. -
3. -1 am unable to suggest any example of

3

_similar to the canal. In some cases it acts as'a working pariner of a ryot, a8 " °

where it furnishes a continuous supply to rice which he grows on land too"'dry‘ ’:4.“
‘ever to grow rice without such assistance, ‘In these cases there is litfde"difﬁm\ﬂﬁy S

in fixing a water-rate which shall secure to the canal an average remuneration equal -

to a fourth (say) of the nets profit due to-its presence. - There is as little difficulty RRE.

in collecting the rate, for the ryot is aware that if he take ‘the water he must @

_pay the water-rate ; but that, if he prefer it, he may let it alone, and ‘will then nok =
havetopay. .0 7 S P R T
* 4. Insome cases the canal acts more as a sleeping pariner, to be drawn upon - -
in emergencies ; as where a ryot I‘;avingv]an‘d on which rice can be grown in wet -
seasons, without artificial aid, but on which rice would without aid perish sa. . -
frequently, as a matter of fact, that it would be ruinous to attempt its culture,’

T
v

sows rice with the intention of drawing on, the canal when he needs it.  In. thid
case the nett profit due to the canal is precisely the samo as before ; - yet he would

! ‘

By the existing rules ryots who choose to take the risk, and ‘tdlso‘w‘iﬁviﬁhéd't appli
cetion to the Collector, are to pay, d@ub'le- r{zte‘should_ they afterwards’ r@eed the )
water, . Bat this 'rule has been interpreted to, apply only to fraudulent irrigation

by the Revenue Board, or rather the Revenue Board have ruled that thedouble rate

v
. . U ;

5. In many other cases the ryot has' some artificial aid, like a tank, above.

' e v ’ '

perfection in all but dry seasons;’ so: that before the . canal existed he: has long

grown rice upon it. * He has been accustomed to lose’ not.only: the profit; but the

]“7?1019 .crop “occasionally, in’ dry years.” I'am not here’ saying that the actual
R A A ; . ~“‘ SRR l’j{:":v’:w‘“i:» o [
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omarks on G. 0,® No.'984,0f the 13th
‘September, and the papers whichaccom- e

a well-known kind of enterprise -
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S I’roceedi@gs of the Madras Government, Public |

o Vorks Department,
. e : 19th January 1871

cultivator, the clodhopper who ploughs the sotl, would lose all
am aware would often be spread over many parti(;s e.g., the G

| the schist, the holder his rent, the sowear the haIf’ Vi .
‘only his ““ profit” (supposing the sowcar paid hi
~on the field). I mention this because Mr.,
cultivator loses the whole crop in a drou

this. The loss I
overnment might lose
of the grain, and the cultivator
m for all the labour he bestowed
Chase has mistaken me to mean that the

, ght, which is of ¢ I less
_ . the word ‘ culti , ‘ ) gitl, ¢ ourse not the case unle
. ‘ cultivator” be Leld to include all parties directly interested in the crop.

B Anyhow, in dry years the whole crop would bo lost,-and the canal in those years

:;‘:;: :L‘e :’;ﬁvf:}et}pr', and not 'tlle.}'){”(rﬁt only, Circumstances have induced the
. . cases riceg s or N ”C‘; .lY ealtly n jeopardy from time immemorial ; in the previous
ot grown solely 1n reliance on the canal, and is neve
AR ever would have been. Any actuary would readil,
"+ ence this makes, and I will not enter into it here
:-‘ B L that rice grown under a given tank has been wh‘oll
T - average, then the canal should be paid yearly b
o ‘ proportion, say one-forticth the gros“s v o
this case the canal acts more like an fys

[ N

r in jeopardy, nor
y acknowledge the great differ-
I will only say that assuming
y lost once in ten years on the
y that land one-tenth the fair

| urance Company, and should be paid whether
the water ) : pany, uld be p
e water be really used or not, . If this be not dono, those interested in such land -

et | ic ’
g beneﬁb f()r Whlch the C()untry ;)ayS, or else, in a dry }-ear’ they xnust\‘vhen they

use ‘ : i i
. $ ﬁc:nz;l water be taxed a ‘fair proportion’ of the gross crop saved ; and not of the
. profib obwet crop over dry only, as in the first case. " ﬁ

- 6. :e;)(; similar to this last case is that of dry crops grown under the canal. .
- Ahe rent of dry land under the canal rises—Rupees 4 an acre in the few cases of
| g?od land I happen to know—simply because of the insurance almost gratuitously
given by the c'anal at the expense of the country. But in this case t;ere is very
rarely a question of the ofal loss of the crop, and it is for the public interest that
the ryot should use canal water when, and as much as ever, the crop requires. A
" ra'te or }?ena%ty on the use of water must tend to make a ryot hold on in hope of
R rain until his crop has already commenced to suffer. The original rules were
- e meant, at first, to meet the case of dry crop thoroughly; and were only altered in
o COI.I!'.SO of discussion so as to let slip the point required to be secured. Yet the
VA original rules would probably not have worked well. So far as I understand them
L E they stood originally as follows:—Any ryot by applying before the 1st April
] E S could purchase as many floodings as he liked at 1 Rupeo each, afterwards (this was
.t . only fair) he must pay double if he waited till he actually wanted the water.

Thavry vee M et e o8 L e La

v o

A
B ke s

- | I T . However this be, it is only in the interests of the Government and peOi)Ie
of India that T discuss the question. To givedry cropsan insurance from drought
at a slight cliarge on their profits in dry years, in other words at a very low rate, is

as against wet ; while it is to the interest of the public that the irrigated districts

- - should becultivated with wet crops which are so productive as to secure the public
o » from famines. | L ' :
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. I_’.S.f-I am glad to be able to‘c‘or‘rect an error of the printer bf an extract from
‘ : S a report of Mr. Dodson’s printed’ af

* Paragraph 3 . . ’ »
e Home, referred to in Mr, Chase’s letter,
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 charging generally for the water used upon the- basis of its particular value to o

5 R e

- be advisable, but a further variation according to the state of the weather or season’." -

et 2

alue, of the crop on an averagescason. In -
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‘No. 248, - Oroez :m«mﬁon, lbth Jan@ry 1874;'1}19.‘125-‘: 5 ';Hj‘if“?i
IRRIGATION, No. 25, | \ - Ozpesep to be recorded. i T
R T o v Colonel,REy'

- v
e

T, T

. To the Chief Enginoer for Trrigation.
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not only to insure them at the public cost, but it is an encouragement to dry crops l
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Proceedings of -the Madras Government, Public IYorks ‘Deparr‘tment,‘ SR
‘ | ‘ 15th January 1874 - . . S R

v L.

No. ;73, of 3rd March 1873, to the Secretary of the Revenue Bplard.: “ I{;beﬁ‘eyé‘th‘:e R L
context explains the mistake. .~ . 0 FERRI ‘
' - For Rupees 100, Read Rupees 10-0. Ce T

" (Signed) JoH L

H

ST S

T
3

o

' SuBMITTED for the informgxtion of Government. . : o . , ; "; ’ [‘  ,
2. I think that although it may be quite possible to show that, under cerfain . - -
circunxstances’ canal wateris much more valuable to cqltivators of wet or dl‘y crops : 1 5 i
than is the case at other times, there has pot, either on the part of the Chief Engi-

neer and Manager of the Company, or otherwise, been any serious intention of - -

o

individuals under exceptional circumstances. Variation of charge for crops may ! « "' .

at the time of application would not be an arrangement which would WQ{k well in O
practice, and one great objection to it would be that ryots could never unde}r\s’rand‘ SRS
how much they would have to pay, if indecd any two persons could be gob to agree
on this point. ' L e e
(Signed) - J. MULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel;‘B.E.; e

S " Chief Engincer for Irrigation. =«

§oy g

" Secretary to Government. Sl
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