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Procéedings of the Madras Government, Public VWorks Department, P
: 11th May 1874 ‘

- s 1:,)

No. 232, Read the following Despatch i‘rom the Right Honourable the Secre-
“tary of State for India :— - '

e,
.

. Railway, - Ixpra OFFICE,

No. 3. I London, 26th March 1874,

-

; My Lorp,—With reference to your Excellency’s despatch of the 7th January
’ last, No. 1, I transmit herewith copies of
a letter from the Directors of the Great .
Dated 13th February 1874, Southern of India Railway Company,
. with its enclosure from their Consulting?
Engineer, in explanation of complaints of delay in the supply of iron-work, eto.
for the extension lines. ° ‘
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Dated 2nd March 1874, No. 678.
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2.. It will be seen that Mr. Bruce points out that no Indent has yet been
received for the rolling stock for the 168 miles of line about to be. converted from
4’ 6” to the metre gauge. Early attention to this subject is desirable.

P
SN N

-

PRI R S R I
N .
- e . s
RN T PR

, B .
) - v
.- %Nv:whhﬂn‘ld; g, o E st 0 & NI s LA ¥ s i S T
v - A N Wt es
e I Lt v Lo Ao RS

A .
AT .

I have, ecte.,
. S (Signed) SALISBURY.

| 1lis Excellency the Right Honourable, - :

- The Governorin Council, Fort St. George.
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y From II. W. NOTMAN, Esq., Secretary of the Great Southern of India Railway Company, to the -

_ Under Secretary of State for India, dated 2, Leadenhall Street, London, 2nd March 1874,
No. 678. - ) ) :

* I mavs the honour to acknowled'ge receipt of Mr. Thornton's letter, dated the 5th February,
. “‘relative to an anticipated delay in the opening of the Southern Extension owing to the want of
rolling stock girders and permanent-way materials.”” " :

g
a5

2. In reply, I am instructed to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy -
of a report, dated 13th February, which has been received from the Consulting Engineer of the
Company so far as the question affects his department ; the Directors desire at the same time to A
| supplement that report with a few observations on the actual progress made in the shipment of 9
| the stock and materials referred to.

3. The first contracts of permanent-way material were let in November 1872, and shipnents ) = 33
were commenced in February 1873 ; since the first charter party was concluded in January 1873 - ‘
| itwenty-one ships have been taken up by the Company of the aggregate register tonnage of . -4
, ‘iupwards of 17,000 tons. This is exclusive of a ship chartered for coals of 911 tons, and of small 1%

}\ «consignmenta by regular traders to the extent of 753 tons, which would bring the registef tonnage ’
‘ eogaged uv  mearly 19,000 tons in the twelve months.
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4. 'ﬁfé ‘materials shipped in these vessels consist of— o N
7,600 Tons of Rails. ‘ o

238 ,, of Fish plates. N
207 ,, of Bolts. < f
150 ,, of Spikes. ‘ ' - i

1,230 s»  of Coals.
3 Locomotive engines and tenders.
2 Portable engines, switches, and crossings, wheels and axles,

- 40 Sets of wagon iron-work, L, : . ’
1,16) Tons of girders and bridge-work. : o "4
191,000 Sleepers, besides miscellaneous stores, derricks, mortar milly ' ‘
~ ete., ete, -7 1
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11th May 1874.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11tk May 1874,

5. Allowing for measnrenfent the total gross tonnage sthped and despatched has _been in ] ~ 6. I have never received any intimation from India that any delay had arisen from the non-
round numbers 22,.?00 tons daring the twelve months, or 1,87a-t<.ms per mont}.x. . Considerable ; arrival of either permancnt-way materials, girders of rolling stock. -
difficulty was experienced towards the latter part of 1873 in obtaining freight owing to the scar- I 3 P.S.—1I omitted to observo that the Company purchaged five 1 i b b ot th
city of ships. Another difficulty hasbeen with regard to the delivery of sleepers. Efforts have been ~- ] e pary p 8 ve locomotives, bub at the request

made to get the contractors to anticipate the supply of the number they are under contract to
deliver in May next, but they reply that the sleepers do not exisl in the country, and that it is
consequently *‘absolutely impossible™ to comply with the request of the Company.

_6. No available delay has occurred in the shipment of the materials, and every endeavour
will continue to be made to despatch the quantities still remaining to be forwarded as soon as, con-
sistently with contract terms, deliveries can be obtained.

From G. B. BRUCE, Esq., to H. W. NOTMAN, Lsq, Secreta{'y of the Great Southern of India
Railway Company, datgd 2, Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, 13th February 1874,

I BAVE received your letter of Gth instant, énclosing copy of a despatch from the Government
of Madras relative to the delivery of permaneat-way materials, girders, and rolling stock for ‘the
Southern Extension. -

2. The Indent for the permanent-way was prepared in India in June 1872, but owing to the
delay in getting sanction the Indent was not received in this country until the end of October 1872.
" The contracts for 3,000 tous of rails, being about 48 miles of line, were let in November within
one month of the receipt of the Indent. Along with these, contracts were let for theiron fittings
and sleepers for a still longer length of line in anticipation of the difficulty that there would be
n getting them afterwards unless they were ordered at the right season of the year. The whole
of these rails were sent away between February and June 1873, and in order that there might be
no stoppage in the shipment the Board then let 5,000 tons wore rails. This was followed up
again by the ordering of 7,000 tons in December of last year, which completes the whole.

3. As to the girders, the Indent for these, as proposed by Mr. Logan at Trichinopoly, is dated
11th September 1872. What delay took place in getting the actual sanction of Government in
regard to these I am not aware that it could not have reached me much before November 1872,
The drawings were finished and specifications issued in December 1872, and the contract was let
in January 1873. Nearly the whole of these brxd«res have been sent out and the balance is about
ready. ‘
4. The Indent for_the rolling stock was recewed in Decembér 1872, at that time I was in
communication with Mr. Sheward, the Locomotive Superintendent, as to his views in reference to
the rolling stock, and I received from him sketch tracings embodying his suggestions. I had
instructions from the Board as far as possible to adapt the plans of the rolling stock for this
Company to the models which had been accepted by the Government of India for their narrow
gauge linea. The considerations of the details of this new stock, having regard to Mr. Sheward's
proposals and the patterns adopted by the Government, necessarily, involved some consi ~able time.
Specifications were issued and tenders received for the locomotives on the 1st July 1813 and also
for the wagons in the same month. The passenger stock not being required so soon as the
wagons, the drawings of these were not prepared quite so early. Specifications were issued in
November 1873, and the contract was let for delivery in March of the present year. If delivery
is made in time they would certainly be in India before the Railway can be ready for ‘opening.
The rolling stock generally is to so large an extent made of iron that there is very little com-
paratively to be done after its arrival in India, and as they have had the drawings for some
months, the timber-work and other things can all be in a very forward condltxon before the
arrival of the iron-work. , . .

. 5. I may observe that we have not yct received any Indent for the rolling stock required
for the 168 miles of existing railway, the gauge of which is to be altered, and the line, as I

SN

hva

o gl

{/

SRR RGN

o

Lot LA
- & LS

s

\
\}I»,// .

- .
ey Do dr g Ity e e e st e T N o e

B G o P U P
LR

- e e

o e e v e ene P
,

of the Carnatic Company, two were handel over to thsm ; all three have been shipped, aud two of

these must by this time have arrived in India. ,

No. 233. OrDER THEREON, llth May 1874; No. .1,256.

OxDERED to be recorded and a copy
of the correspondence forwarded fur
. the information of the Government of

India, in continuation of the papers transmxtted with ducket, No. 682, dated 13th
March 1874.

2. Itisobserved that sanction to the Indent for the. cqulpment of the line
from Negapatam to Erode with narrow gauge rolling stock was communicated in
the letter recorded with G. O., No. 911, dated 2nd Apnl 187{

(True Extract. ) ; "

(Signed) ' G. W. WALKER, Colorel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government,

RAILWAY, No. 33.

-

(Docker No. 1,257, dated 11th May 1874.)
- Corr of the above forwarded to the Government of India.
(True Extract.) ,

"No. 234. -
’ A

Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Governmend.

E‘xd. S. T. Austin.
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understand, opened simultaneously with the narrow gauge of the Southern Extension, = Spare Copies
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