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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public ¥Works Department,
&th May 1874,

No. 182.  Read thefollowing letter from Lieut.-Colonel E. C. S. WILLIAMS, RE,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department,
(Guaranteed Railways,) to Colonel G, W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to
the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway,) dated
Fort William, 18th April 1874, No. 821 G. R.:—

. T a1 directed to acknawledge the receipt of your letter No. 847, dated the
25th March 1874, submitting the information called for by the Government of
India in regard to the conversion from broad to narrow gauge of the Great Southern
of India Railway between Negapatam and Erode, the equipment of the converttvad‘
line with narrow gauge stock, and the utilization of the broad gauge permanent-
way materials. )

2. In reply, I am to state that the Government of India are in favour of the
conversion of theline throughout its length, and I am to refer you to Public Works
Department letter, No. 575 G. R. of the 17th March 1874, sanctioning an estimate,
amounting to Rupees 10,51,770, of the cost of obtaining from England the metre -
j;agg’e rolling stock necessary for the equipment of the line from Negapatam to

. Erode. "It is very important that when taken in hand the change should be

carried out rapidly and with as little interruption to traffic as possible. A pro-

. gramme showing how the conversion is proposed to be carried out, calculating
; towards the time that it is expected the narrow gauge stock will be ready, should
“therefore be prepared and submitted for information.

3. It 'may perhaps be advantageous not to use the heavy. rails and bowl
sleepers on the narrow gauge line, and I am to request that this question may be*
considered in detail in consultation with the local Railway officers, and that the
cost of substituting light 40 1bs. rails on wooden sleepers throughout the line may
be compared with the value as derived from original cost, present state, and present

- prices of iron, of the heavy material now on the line. The quantity and weight

of this material should be mentioned.

No. 183. - OrpER THEREON, 8th May 1874, No. 1,230,

. Comyunicatep to .the Consulting
Engineer for Railways for information
) and guidance in continuation of No. 911
of 2nd April 1874, and with a request that the programme called for in paragraph 2
may be submitted, and that a full report may be furnished on the points adverted
to in paragraph 3, in consultation with the local Railway officers,

(True Extract.)

RAILWAY, No. 23.

Colonel, RE,
Seeretary to Government.

A

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways, . .

Exd. S. T. Austin, .
_Spare Copics.
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