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I’rocee.dir'zég‘a~ of the Madras Government, ‘Public Works Department,
: . 8th May 1874.

No. 179.-*. Read the following Resolution of the Government of India, Public -
o Works Department, (Buildings and Roads—Civil Miscellaneous,) dated
: : - Fort William, the 23rd December 1873, No. 508.

" Proposed erection of a Lighthouse on the Island of Minicoy.

“
[P

Read :—
" Despatch from Secretary of State, No. 98 P. W., dated 20th November 1873, and )

i accompaniments.

b

-

Read again :— :
Public Works Proceedings, B. and R.—Civil Miseellaneous, July 1871, Nos. 4/6.

Letter from Chief Secretary to Government, in Marine Department, No. 210, of 21st July

" 1871. S

-

" Letter from Board of Trade, dated 6th Novem- . Ozper.—Ordered th.':-xt copy.of thq

- ber 1873, and accompaniment. Despatch read and of its enclosures

- . : ~ marginally noted be forwarded to the

Government of Madras in the Marine Department, in continuation of Public

Works Department No. 238 B. C,, of {7th July 1871, for favour of an early
expression of its views with reference to paragraph 2. :

SR . (Signed)  G. T. SKIPWITH, Captain, R.E.,

g- - : o - Asst. Secy. to the Gort. of India.
i lfqblip Wﬂl_{-s. 7 ' Inp1a OFFICE,

No.98. London, 20th November‘]873.

v My Lonn,-—Referriﬁg to my despatch, No. 39, of the 3lst May 1871, and to a despatch
; to the Government of Madras, No. 14, of the 31st July 1872, (of which a copy is herewith -
enclosed,) on the subject of lighting the southern extremity of India, I have now to forward,

! . . . . e

% - for your Excellency’s consideration, copies of a further communication from the Board of Trade,
T .o * Dated 6th November 1873. and o'f its enclosure, relative to the pr'op.osed
‘ ot erection of a lighthouse on the Island of Minicoy.

2. 1 shall be glad to be furnished, at an early date, with the views of your Government as
. to the expediency of placing & lighthouse at Minicoy, and especially with reference to the "
suggestion contained in the final paragraph of the enclosed letter from the Board of Trade, as to
the cost of its erection and maintenance being borne by the Indian Government. It appears to
me that the Imperial Government might fairly be expected to bear a portion of the expense.

i . : 1 have, etc.,
. o i ‘ (Signed) *ARGYLL.
- His Excellency the Right Honorable,
- The Governor-General of India in Council.
W - .
{ - -7 R . -
" - .o Boaep or TrapE, (HaRBoUR DEPARTMENT,)
Whitehall Gardens, S. W., 6th November 1873.

. . oo
- ot T No. 4,757.
~7 e . Smz,—Iam directed by the Board of Trade to request that you will invite the attention of the
. ® Secretary of State for India to previous correspondence on the subject of the establishment of
. lighthouses in the vicinities of Crocodile Rock off the coast of Travancore and of Cape Comorin,
and especially to my letter of the 15th July 1872, No. 3,296. _
’ 2. Inthe communication, copy of which was forwarded with that letter, the Corporation of
. . Tﬁﬁitj:ﬂouse expressed the opinion that to complement the scheme of lights in this neighbour-
' -7 .+ hood, the erection of a lighthouse on the Island of Minicoy, situated about 250 miles west of Cape
TRt L. - : : . .
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" Proceedings of the Madras Govermnqnt,-l’ublic Works Department,
' 8th May 1874. B

bt e I it e i b

Comorin, and midway between the Maldive and Laccadive groups, would be *“an imreense advan.
tage to the rapidly increasing trade between Europe and India,”. anl this opinion was shared by
Rear Admiral Bedford, the Professional Officer of this department, and further supported by the
experience and knowledge of the waters in question of Capt?,in Taylor, late of the Indian Navy.

3. T am now to transmit an extract from a communication which has been addressed to this

" department by Lieutenant C. F. Wilson, late of Her Majesty's Indian Navy, calling attention to’
< -pecent casualties in the same vicinity, which would in all probability have been avoided if the
passage between the Laccadive and Maldives had been lighted from the Island of Minicoy.

4. In requesting that the same may be laid before the Duka of Argyll, I am to state that
if Ilis Grace concurs in the opinion of the Nautical advisers of this department, that the proposed -
lighthouse would be an important boon to navigation, the Board presume that, looking to the fact |

~*  that Minicoy is in the direct route of commerce frequenting Ceylon and the Bay of Bengal from 3
" the Red Sea, the Indian Government would undertake the cost of the erection and maintenance f‘
of the light, )
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. I have, ete., .
) . . (Signed) C.CECIL TREVOR, - o

* i

- Extract No. 4,757. o N

_ o

" Lighthouse on Minicoy Island. : ’ n

(ot v A TN LAY €
N PRN

Sie,—1I desire to call your attention to the wreck of the steam-ship Arracan on the Maldive

Islands in August last during the south-west monsoon, and whilst on Ler homeward voyage.
- Last year the S. S. George Reid was lost on the Maldive Islands, on her cutward voyage.

2. Inall probability other instances of wrecks have occurred in the same locality during
the south-west monsoon, but I can only mention the case of the Peninsular and Oriental Steamer

 Columbo in 1862 on Minicoy Island. . -

3. Itappears to me that a light on Minicoy is most requisite for the-safe navigation of the
passages between the Laccadive and the Maldive Islands. The danger however is not considerable
during the interval from September to the end of April, but is decidedly great from April to the

e end of August, during this season the south-west monsoon prevails with much thick weather, and
et eteamers, especially outward bound ones, have to run for the passage between the Laccadive and
_the Maldive Islands, which is divided in two by the Island of Minicoy, often without observations
for days previously, and subject to the influence of varying currents, the direction and force of
which are greatly affected by the force and direction of the monsoon. The loss of the George
Reid is, I understand, cleatly attributable to these causes.
e . o %, * : »
T JT s - - (Signed)  C.F.WILSON] Lieuf., .
Tt et . i ‘ . . M. late Indian Navy.
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‘No.180." - - . Ogpez.taEmEo, 8th May 1874;No..1,228,

4

. AT
" | CIVIL WORKS, No. 22, = <. . segs?mm. fyat the following letter

77T (Herdehter No. 1,229, dated 8th May1874.) .
TR PR .7 (TrueExtract):=. .. .7
SR : (Signed) G~W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E;" -

sxawm.. . Secrelary to Government. * .
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