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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,
. 7th May 1874. ’

No. 163. Read the following endorsement of the Officiating Controller of
Public Works Accounts, dated Fort St. George, 7th March 1874,

- No. 7,923 :—

s Notes of an Ezamination made of the Accounts of the Mount Range of'lhe Chingleput
" District on the 21sl and 23rd February 1874. ’

Last inspected on the 18th May 1871.— Fide G. 0., No. 149, dated 20th June 1871. Range
t Officer Captain A. C. Smith, R.E,, Executive Eugineer, assumed charge on the 5th December 1873.

. ) ) Remarks-by the Qfficiating Controller of
: ) Public Works Accounts. :
1. The Accounts’ were carefully and
minutely examined according to the instructions
' ecommunicated in the Accountant-General’s
. Circular, No. 29 of the 25th October 1873. |
: Their condition is noted in the following table, -
. below which is given a description of the points
: requiring attention. ’ .
" 9. The cash in hand (Rupees 237-2-5)
with the Range Officer on the date of Inspec. ‘
f tion was counted and found to agree with the .
.~ balance recorded in his cash book. -
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5 . Statement showing the condition of the Records.
3 - ' - . Reference to
Sk | List of Accounts kept. ' . paragraphs in
o i is coun ? ept. State of Account. . Report noticing
PB1] . ( Account.
\"\G : \ - . o
2‘? v . Cash Accounts. .
o . Cash Book ... | Up to date, complete, correct and neat ...
‘Range Pass Book Do.: do. do. - ... | Paragraph 4.
Cash Abstract of Receipts D .
- “Do. do. of Disbursements 0. incomplete, do. «.| Do 3.
*Account Current Do. do. do. do.
Subordinates’ Qash Accounts ... Do. do. do. do.
.Treasury Remittance Book ... Do.  complete, correct not neat ...
Stock Accounts. ;
*Account Current e
1 Paigt iII. of Stock Abstract } Do. do. incorrect, neat ... |Paragraph 5.
gt N 00K ...
Vo . ! - )
ok { .
’\ { Miscellantous.
K ) . . .
% * Station Books - ... ... | Up to date, incomplete, correct and neat ... Do. 8.
Register of Works ... | In arrears, incomplete, incorrect, neat Do. 10.
Progresa Report ... | Up to date, do. correct, not neat ... Do. 11.
Petty Contractors’ Account ... Do. complete, correct, neat ... :
1Contractors’ Ledger ... Do. do. - do.
~Schedule of Miscellaneous ad-{
. vances... Do. do. do.
* <« Do. of Deposit e eee Do. do. do. -
.Half-yearly Return of Tools an
- __ Plant - Do. do. do.
1 ‘Return of Public Buildings ... - Do. - - _do. do. To e
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, — tment,
o8 of the Madras Government, Public Works Depar
Proceedings of Lie Tth May 1874, -

3. Under paragraph 2, Section IL of the
Manua), the Hlead Accountant is required to
attach his initials to every Account recorded in
the Office in token of their having been care-
fully examined and their arithmetical accuracy
tested. In no case, however, hasthis been done
either as regards the Subordinates’ Accounts of
those compiled in the Range Office. The Range
Officer’s initials also are wanting to some of the
Accounts, and the cash abstract books have not
been signed since August last. ’

4. Treasury Pass Book.—The whole of

- the entries in this book are made_ in the Range

Office with the exception of those relating to the
dates on which cheques are paid which are
inserted by the Treasury Officer. As this
arrangement is contrary to rule, particular atten-
tion was directed to the instructions (which had
clearly been overlooked) communicated in the
Controller’s Circular No. 26, of the 20th

Remarks by the Oficiating Controller of
Public Works Accounts.

Tiie Accountant has already been reported
as inefficient, and this report abundantly
proves that he isnot equal to the duties expected
of him. It was for some time thought that he
was competent but slow ; now, however, it i3
clear that he can never be to the Exccutive
Engineer what an Accountant ghould be, and
until a proper man can be got I trust the
Executive Engineer will look more closely to
his books and Accounfs than he- has hitherto
done. -

There is no excuse for continuing a prae-
tico which I so clearly pointed out in November
J4st ag irregular.

November 1873, regarding the course to be

followed in respect to the writing up of the
book.

) 5. Stock.—TUnder this head there is a
debit of Rupees 324-11-5 distributed a3

follows :— .
RS. A. P.

Iron pipes ..... . 126 3 5

Chunam... .. 198 8 0

6. The pipes are represented to be in
store and to be of the value stated.

7. The second item represents a balance
which has been outstanding since June last
on account of chunam previously supplied by
the Presidency District Engineer, viz. :—

In January 1873, Rs. 289} Adjusted im the Presidency

s February ,, ., 221
»» March s 3 Y

Accounts for March 1873.

. April v e 78} Do. do. for May 1873,

P .

. - Total ,, 783

Ko portion of this amount appears in the
Range Accounts urtil March 1873, when a debit
and credit of Rupees 603 was inserted in the
Stock Account Current against transfers divi-
sional and works respectively. In May and
June following further debits of Rupees 21-8-0
and Rupees 53 were entered, leaving a balance
of Rupees 105-8-0, or Rupees 93 less than that
exhibited in the Range Accounts. 1>The differ-

Due partly to the issue of advises of trans-
fer long after the actual issue of chunam.
There ghould be no difficulty in issuing advies

. on.the day stock (chunam) is transferred, and
the District Engineer, Presidency, will be asked
to arrange for thig being done in future.

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmen
7th May 1874,

enco is owing to the practice which has been

adopted of entering in the Range Accounts
only the value of chunam used on works. No
Stock Accounts are kept besides the Account

Current and Part IIL. of the Abstract Book, the,

chunam supplied by the DPresidency District
being received direct by the Overseers at the
Mount, who account from time to time for thé
quantity* used. - In March the value 88
accounted for and brought into the Range Stock
Account Current was Rupees 603, and as this
amount was Rupees 93 in excess of the value
debited against the range in the Presidency
District Accounts up to the end of that month,
the latter sum was removed in the Controller’s
clearance to the credit -of stock purchases and
gales pending an explanation of the cause of

. the difference. The latter head should now be

debited with the amount, and the outstanding
balance will then stand as noted above, viz.,
Rupees 105-8-0.

8. Station Books.—Owing to the re-
moval of the Office from the Mount Road,
the records have been disarranged and much
delay occurred in collecting the Station Books
required in connection with the month’s accounts
selected for examination, a3 it was two of the
Station Books submitted by Overscer Serjeant
Armitage for Octobgr could not be found. No
nominal rolls are submitted with the Station
Books, and no remarks are recorded in the latter
by the Range Officer rezarding his inspection.::
and check measurements. The Station Dooks
furnished by Serjeant Armitaze are incomplete.
They contain no information of the progress
of the measurement of work done up to date or
of the material at site of work. Separate lists
of mcasurements are, however, submitted, and

- & memorandum of material received and used is

represented to be kept on the work.

9. The Station Books furnished by Super-
visor Mr. Watkins are also in somo respects
incomplete. No totals are given in the first
paze under summary and distribution of charge,
and no amount of estimate is entered. These
'omissions as well asothers in respect to material

at sitc have been pointed out to Mr, Watkins by
the Range Officer. - - .

Remarks by the Oficiating Controller of

* Public Works Accounts.
The value of chunam carted to site of

works should at once be charged to those works,
thé unused portion being shown in Station
‘Books as ‘‘ materials at site,”” svhich means that
without entering details in Parts I. and II.,
Form Y, of the Manual Accounts, Part IIL
is prepared ! It is lucky that the stock in
this range is of trifling value.

The adjustment has been effected.

The Range Officer should satisfy himself
that these books are forthcoming, and he should
gee that such books are properly completed in
future. These books form the foundation, so to
say, of our Accounts, and as they would be
required to settle disputed points, they canno®
bo too carefully prepared.

See preceding remark,

* Apparently there is no necessity to eator the chunam o8 part of the stock balancs. The debit to stock
under transfers could be at once relieved by a credit to Works. ¥ide wy remark gbove on this paragraph. S
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I’roceedmrrs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
z Tth May 1874.

10. . Register of TWorks.—Separate Re-

I'?emarks. by the Officiating Controller of

Public Works Accounts.

gisters are main- -

Ont-hounges to the Reserve s, :
Powder Magazme, Esti- tamed for all the

mate .. . 13,635 works requiring
Guindy House water -8up-
ply  do- aee 9,128 such &
except for the
two marginally noted for which no register has
yet been opened.

The ﬁegister for the Chembrumbakum
Tank Project Works has been written up to
date, and with but few exceptions the entries
both in respect to quantities and outlay have
been correctly made. No average rates of ex-
penditure have been recorded. This is likewise
the case with the Register for the Madras
Water Works Project which has not been com-
pletely written up for January 1874, and in
which no entries appear of the estimated rates.
The Register for the new Artillery Barracks
has also not been written up for January,
though the Accounts for that month have been
compiled and despatched to the Controller.
Tke entries in this Register undef sub-heads of
estimates are not in every instance correctly
recorded. In some cases value of material
received but not paid for has been recorded as
actual outlay, while in others the amounts have
been incorrectly abstracted from the Station
Books. These were pointed out to the Ilead
Accountant, by whom the book is kept, and
such instructions were given as appeared neces-
sary to ensare the entries being correctly made
in future. The Register for the two works
marginally noted
have not been
written pp since
May 1873, and
that for the Ponniemmen Calmgulah (estimated

Dry earthen latrines at
- Poonamallee ... [
_Bchool-house at Sydapet

3,560
2,730

cost Rupees 2 600) is in arrears from Septem-

ber following.

11. Progress Report —A rough Pro-
gress Report in unbound sheets is maintained
in which the expenditure on each work is
monthly noted. No reference is made therein
to the class of agency by which the work is
carried out, neither are any particulars recorded

of the outlay incurred under each sub-head of '

estimate for works costing more than Rupees
2,500. Information on these points is, how-

ever, given in the case of Irrigation Works in
separate Progress Reports kept up in the pre- _

record

The present Range Officer having been

cautioned about the Accountant should have
looked more closely into the man’s work &s
no doubt he will do now. But it is hard that
in a range with so much of out-deor work
to attend to, the Range Officer should have to
look closely to Office details. I beg to recom-
mend that another Accountant be appointed to
the range at an early date. Under the cir-
cumstances mentioned in my letter printed with

G. 0., No. 1,637, of the 23rd June 1873, I .

am unable to nominate an Accountant, but .
I may suggest, as likely to be an improvément
on the present arrangement, the appointiment

of the man mentioned in G. 0., No. 3 of the
-5th January 1874,

In all my experience 1
never found that Accounts had been submitted,
to the Controller’s Office, while the Register of
Works in the Executive Engineer’s Office was
blank as to cost, etc., included in the Accounts
sent out. It isfrom the Régister of Works that
the Accounts (Progress Report) should be pre-
“pared.

The ordinary practice is to prepare a com-
Dlete Office copy from which copies are made
for the Controller and . the District Engi-

neer, but I see no objection to” the arrangement -

mentioned here. All the information not en-
tered in the report can be readily obtained
from other books in the Office provided those
books are kept as they are intended to be kept.
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scribed forms. The arrangement was intro-
duced by Colonel Moberly - with a view to
effecting a saving in clerical labour.

12. - Miscellaneous Advances.—~The bal-
ance outstanding under this head amounts to
Rupees 333, viz. :— ’

1.—Advance to District Engineer =Rs.

for Office contingencies .. 30
. 2.—Amount paid to a Contractor

for the construction of a La-

trine at the Ordnance Depét... 303

13. The first item calls for no remark.
The gecond item has been charged* to Miscel-
laneous Advances under, instructions from the -
District Engineer pending a specnal allotment
of funds.»

14. Deposits. —The outstandiugs con-
sist of —

T RS, A, P,
1.—DBalance of receipts of rent

* for huts in the Golune

" dauze lines - ...
2.—~TReceived in October 1872

from the Barrack Master

. for work done by the Pub-
lic Works Department to

No. 2 Barracks at Pala-

veram ...

129 4 0

0 7 4
The first amou.nt i3 adjusted from time to

time by charging to it the cost of repairs to

the lines. The second itemt may be at once

cleared by crediting the amount to Revenue.
Mapras,

6th March 1874. .

Remarks by the Officiating Controller of

Public Works Accounts.
. ®

. (Signed)  J. MILLS,
Deputy Controller of P. 1V, Accounts.

-4
t

ForwARDED to the Secretary to Government Public Works Department for

information.

t

ACCOUNT, No. 8.

Paragraphs 3 and 4—Hls Excellency

-\

(Signed)  T.MOSS,
- Offg. Controller of P. W. Accounts.

~(_)Rm:lz THEREON, 7th May 1874, No. 1,221.

CouumunicaATED to the . District
Enoineer, Chingleput, with the follow-
ing remarks :—
the Governor in Council observes that

the present Range Officer, Captain A: C. Smith, assumed charge of the large and
mismanaged Mount Ranrre only in December, and with heavy out-door work could

® This is irregular as I have had to point out in other ranges.

Howover, a8 1 issued a Circular, No. 2, on the subjecs

on the 10th ultimo, I trust the practice will be discontinued.
t This should have been adjusted long ago. It will now be adjusted,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department.
Tth May 1874. ‘

not be expected, within so short a period as two and a half months, including the
Christmas holidays, to do all thatis needed to place the range in efficient working
order. Considering, moreover, the long period of hLis absence ‘from India every
allowance must be made for his not at once remedying all defects in "the
Accounts, but his attention will nevertheless be drawn to the remarks of the
Officiating Controller, and His Excellency the Governor in Council has every
reason to hope that he will succeed in corrécting the irregularities complained
of. The Range Accountant, whose inefficiency is again brought to notice, has in
G. O. of 14th October 1873, No. 2,5094, boen afforded an opportunity of retriev-
ing his character under the present Ranfre Oficer, and the report of that officer
called for after a trial of the Accountant for six months, commencing from the 5th
December, the date on which Captain Smith assumed charge, will be awaited.
Paragraph 8.—The remarks of the Officiating Controller in respect to
Station Books are concurred in j but it is necessary that the Range Officer should
make further inquiries about the Station Books of Serjeant “Armitage which are
stated to be missing, and an early report should be submitted of the result.
Paragraph 10.—Vide remarks above against paragraph 3. The Range
Officer’s attention is drawn to the delay in writing up the Registers of Works,
and explanation of the cause of delay is requested. The Ofciating Controller is
however remindeq that His Excellency the Governorin Council - has not accepted
his statement of inability to afford Range Oficers the aid of good Accountants
unless these are placed immediately under his orders ; but has, in G. O. of 23rd
June 1873, No. 1,637, expressed his surprise that the Controller has not effectually
8gsisted those officers, especially such of them as are within easy reach, who would
be glad of advice which might save them and their Accountants from the sweep-
ing censares which he seems inclined to draw upon them. -

(True Extract.) .
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E,,
Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Chingleput.
Oficiating Controller of Public Works Accounts,

»
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