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I'roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, \ &’;
: 30tk April 1874, ?

\

! No. 438: Read the following endorsement of the Secretary to Govemment,
Military Department, dated Ootacamund, 15th April 1874 :—

From Lieutenant-Colonel N. G. CAMPBELL, R.A., Officiating Deputy Inspector-
General of Ordnance and Magazines, in charge Ordnance Office, to Colonel
A. C. SILVER, Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated

Fort St. George, 11th April 1874, No. 8-G.
' I mave the honour to report, for the information of Government, that in con- j
¢ " sequence of the unsafe state of the chimney of the building containing the 14-horse ‘

- power engine for working the machinery of the granulating, glazing, and reeling
rooms, it has become necessary to stop the progress of work at the Gunpowder
Manufactory, and as the District Engineer states that it will take two months to
repair the chimney, the manufacture of gunpowder will necessarily cease in thig

Presidency for that time at least.

2, An opportunity is thus afforded me, which I gladly avail myseif of in the
interests of the workmen employed at the factory, to respectfully urge advantage
being taken of this opportune occasion to remedy the gravest existing defect in
the arrangements of the establishment. .
X : 3. Atseveral times, and by more than one Superintendent, it has been brought
to notice that the labourers at the Madras Gunpowder Manufactory perform their
work under circumstances of extreme danger, attended with the maximum of risk, by .
reason of the very objectionable position which the three rooms referred to occupy
relatively to each other and to the engine-room on which they depend. '

4. Situated in dangerous proximity these rooms are centred by a building
in positive contact with one of them, and holding a steam engine- aad boiler, and
it is not too much to say that the ““lives of the men 'employed in these rooms as
well as the safety of the whole factory has for years depended on a happy but
accidental exemption from an explosion which the above arrangements seem

naturally calculated to produce.
5. As these rooms must now for a season be closed, the moment appears

opportune for making" those alterations required to lessen the risk to which the
operatives are at present subjected, and I therefore venture respectfully to submit
for the consideration of Government a small sketch, prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel
Childers, showing the present and proposed ar.rangement of th.e buildings under
review, and I trust I may be allowed, under the circumstances virhlch I have detailed,
most earnestly to solicit the sanction of Government for the immediate execution
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of the proposed work as an emergent one.
6. I may add that if sanctioned and carried out the alterations will place

the factory on a fair footing as a single factory; that is, as one having no dupli.
cato working rooms to fall back upon in case of accident.
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TeansFERRED to Department Public Works for immediate execution of the

)

k. .
wor , A. C. SILVER, Colonel,
. : Secretary to Government, M.D.,
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,I‘Jr.es1dency, who will submit plans and

te}:tlmatexi .without delay, proceeding with

) e collection of materials meanwhilz.
STrue Extract.) |

No. 439.
0. 1,125,

—_— .
NICATED to the District Engineer,

Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.
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