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Proceedmnr: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
"10th January 18%3.

Read the following letter from the Chief Engineer of the Madras
Irrigatiod and Canal Company, to the Acting Chief Engineer for
Irrigation and Joint Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 3rd
December 1872 :— -

I nrave the honour to inform you that the cost of repairing the disasters caused
by the floods of Au'vust 1870, in the first three sections of canal, amounting to
Rupees 59, 004, is still in suspense, and to request you to place the subject before
the Madras Government with a view to a final settlement. -

2. The expenditure has been made ori the Government Orders, .

No. 170.

-

G. 0., No. 2,376, dated 1st October 1870, sanctioning Al
Do, 227, ,, 26th January 187L... ... 7,490
Do., 841, ,, 21st March ,, ... .
{Do.,' 853, ,, 22nd ,, s eee ene e } 6,130
Do., 953, ,, Slst ,, v oee wea s 3,480 -
S Do, - 968,.,,  Ist April  ,, ... e . ... 1,470
L. Do, . 1,08, ,. 18 vy e ' e evee

3. Some of this expenditure has been ordered to be debltod to Revenue and
some to Capital: the first positively for reasons correctly stated, the last not so

- positively for reasons sulject to correction, and in opposition to previous decisions

~ of the Madras Government, and in direct opposition to the decision of the
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Supreme Government.* In factI con-
sider tlie charging to Capital was insisted
on until, and only until, doubts should have becn cleared up regarding the previous

* G. 0., No. 874 of 23rd March 1871.

completeness of each individual work breached. The terms made use of are .
these,‘}' as the sanctioned expenditure

© } 6. 0., No. 227 of 26th January 1871,
“ provides for carrying out either restora-

tions or additions in sections of the canal which have not been reported complete,

or in a safe state for the admission of a full supply of water, the outlay must be

regarded as a charge to Capital,” meaning, I suppose, until the statc of previous com-

* h — pletion of each work should be known,

t G0, No. 1,089 of 18th April 1871. and excepting Calingulah No. 13, since
ordered} to be charged to Revenue.

4. My impression is that the origin of the doubt may be found in the letter of

the Acting Consulting Engineer, attached to G. O., No. 2,376, of 1st October 1870,

He seems, to have suspeeted that the rainfall pronded for in the sanctioned plans

of canal works was insufficient ; and on tlre 22nd November, 1869, he suggested

. that the canal should be tested by raising the water in the canal lugher tban the

tops of the walls and banks constructed according to sanctioned plans in order to
contain it. Ile suggested that the canal should be filled (to use the expression)
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" six inches higher than the side walls of the Hindry Aqueduct and than the banks

t such, or any special, test.

abutting thereon, as completed according to sanctioned design, never altered in that
-respect from the time they were first sanctioned in 1861 (or thereabouts). I need
not go into this test question.

The  suggestion” then first made may be wholly
dismissed from one's mind in considering the proper head for any given charge,

This could not have been admissible at the ‘time when the Company’s Agent and-
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‘T assume that for all questions of account the canal.
has since the time of this ¢ suggestion’ been determined to be complete, apart from
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 10:k January 1873.

-

Manager remonstrated against the charging these repairs to Capital. The discus-
sion then left the matter where it found
it, and merely showed that the repair of
one and the same work might be properly cliarged at one time to Capital and at
another—when complete in fact—to Revenue.

G. 0., No. 841 of 21st March 1871,

5. Since the date of the G. O. last quoted the completeness of the works
has been so far proved that similar works to those which breached have been
passed by Government as finished according to sanction; and no addition to
similar works has been since carried out, with the exception of & parapet wall 18
inches high, costing about 6 pence a foot run, tosome of the walls. The repaired
Lanks have not been raised higher than they were before, nor than bank of similar
material elsewhere was and still is. The walls, where repaired, have been raised
higher than before, because Government expressly ordered that walls should be
made in future 18 inches higher_than the original design which prevails elsewhere .
in the complefed walls. Moreover, the canal has been in use for two seasons nearly,
and has proved the efficiency of works similar to those which breached.

6. The only exception to the last paragraph is Calingulah No. 13, which has
been restored in a very different form and on an entirely different principle to the
one destroyed. DBut the cost of this restoration is already disposed: of by G. O,"
No. 1,089, of 18th April 1871, as a charge on Revenue. With this exception the
repairs have been executed in a way not appreciably more expensive than the

oricinal work, but, of course, with great care and-with all the improvements -
o - - .

known up to date.

7. 'The case is not one of se:tlement of earthwork, which the Consuslting Engi
neer rightly observed® is often charge-
able to Capital for the first senson after
opening. The accident happened to completed works situated in a portion of the
canal so far passed by Government as complete that it was then being worked
ander a Conservancy staff sanctioned by Government and charged to Revenue; and

* Ilis No. 121 of 27th August 18€6.

was supplying all demand for water required by the Government for irrigation. I

append an extractt from the Consulting
Engineer’s letter, which is so clear that
: I need add nothing.

" 8. InconclusionIbeg that you will submit these facts to the Madras Gorvern-
ment, and ask their approval (to use the words of the Governor-General in Council
Proceedings of the Government of India, No. 41-A. L, of 23rd February 1?71 , para-

* graph 7, in regard to these very repairs) that the charge for repairing breaches
caused to the canal works by the floods of 1870 should be met from the Revenue
of the Company so far as the gross earnings will allow, any deficiency in this
respeet being met, in the first instance, from theordinary public works grant of the
current year,” and re-paid by the future receipts of the canal.

1 Appendix A.

*

*

Eztract from the Consulting Engineer’s letler to the dgent and Manager, dated Ananta-
pore, 27th-August 1866, No. 121. .
1 ax unable to agree with you that the c'ompletion and use of the Caral in the 7th and 8th
- Sections bas anything to do with the adjustment of the charges for the maintenance of those works
" in those sections which have been completed. - . -
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DProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 10tk January 1873.

2. In the case of some descriptions of work, such asearthworks, it is usual, after completion,
to allow maintenance for a limited period to be charged to Capital, because uatil such period has
elapsed they are not really permanent works, or in a condition of permanence, and this is the cnly

exception to the general rule that maintenance of permanent worksshould from date of completion -

be chargeable to Revenue and not to Capital. Were the masonry works and revetments of any
section finished, the maintenance of these works would be chargeable against Revenue, although

there might be other works in the section incomplete, and no revenue might have been derived from
the section. :

No. 171. OrpER THEREON, 10th January 1873, No. 88.
| IRRIGATION, No. 18. ‘ ' Tae Governrfler}t do not see any
grounds for modifying the decision,

as to the incidence of the expenditure
incurred upon the restoration of the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company’s Canal
after the floods of 1870, which was come to in Proceedings, Madras Government,
No. 1,089, of the 18th April 1871, That decision, as summarized at the end of
paragraph 2 of their order is of general application, and, so far from being
opposed, as Mr. Latham would appear to imagine, to the views of the Supreme
Government, is in conformity with the practice which has determined the incidence
of the similar expenditure of other Guaranteed Companies.

- (True Extract.) *

Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
Joint-Secretary to Government.

To the Chief Engineer for Irriga:tion. ‘ L

»» Agent and Manager.

Esd. S. T. Austin, - : ‘ ]
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