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. Proceedings of the Madras Gonergiment. Puhlic Works I)epart_me;ir,
~ 10th January 1873.

No. 141. Read the following létter from H. D. E. DALRYMPLE, Esq., Master
Attendant, Administrative Depaitment, to the Officiating Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 20th November 1872,-
No. 6,507 :— ' D :

!
[ ¢

I Have the honour to acknowledge rcceipt of the papers specified in the
s ' wargin and the Proceedings of Gov-
Letter from Superintending Engineer, 8th

. 5 . ..)
Division, to Secretary to Government, Public crRment, dated 22nd October 1872,

Works Department, dated 6th August 1872, No. 2,482, and respectfully to request

No.2,191. _ . . ,
From Master Attendant, Administrative Depart- .permlsuon,‘ before this correspondence

ment, to Chicf Secretary to Goverament, 1is finally closed, to offer a few remarks

Marine *Department, dated 19th August 18 72,

No. 4,645. :

» . ' ~‘Southern Coasts of India, and to point
* With reference tob m)i éeg‘,eziqto (i"g"gsﬂment» out that, in consequence of this order, a
date‘d 11th SepteAm er 1872, No. 4,992, new allotment* of the different lights

wil! be necessary. .

2. I beg leave to remind Government that a light on Cape Comorin was
first proposed Ly Captain Biden,t the
llaster Attendant of . Madras, many
years ago ; that it was afterwards recom-
mended by Mr. Franklin, Superintendent; of Marine, and consequently a fourth
order dioptric revolving light was procured from England in 1870.

tae in a former letter.

on the subject of the lights for tho

3. After I was placed in charge of the office of Superintendent of Marine’

I took up the question of lights for the most souihern points of the Peninsula of
India, consulted numbers of Captains of ships and steamers, studied the most
approved works on the subject of t_hg lightitg of Coasts for the safety of shipping,
and came to the eonclusion that, instead of having only one light on Cape Como-
rin, two lights were needed to meet the tequirements of the advanced stage of

. ) .. ", steam navigation round the Coasts of
No. 2,267, of 13th April 1871.

v - 19— 3 3 . Y N
v 3,972, of 6th July . - India .the principal one'to be on Cape
s 9,151, of 4th Sept. ,,. - Comorin and the secondary one orf
» 6,946, of 29th Nov. , T int Cads e "
v 7.026, of 4th Dec, T - - Point Cadiapatam. (Vide my letters to

; Ggvernthent noted in the margin,)

4, It will be observed that my predecessors, Captain Biden and Mr. Franklin,
officers of great experience of the navigation of the Eastern Seas, gave the prefer-
ence to Cape Comorin as the best site when only one light was contemplatcd.
This decision proves that, if two lights had been allowed, the principal one woul 1
have been placed: cn Cape Comorin, and this is corroborated by Mr. Franklin’s
letter to the Under Secretary of State for India, dated 3rd May 1872.

-

P . .
5. The faét has now been clearly established that the gentlemen who
differed with me regarding the sight- for a light-house on Paint Cadiapatam had

been misinformed regarding the Kotah Rock, and my descriptiop of it has beeny
found to be,’after a full discussion on the subject, perfectly correct. - -

v



~—

dras Government, Public Works Department,
10tk January 1873.

Proceedings of the Ma

6. The letter to Government from Colonel Roberts, R. E., based on his own
experience and observation, is a most able and convincing one on the subject; yet,
sent have decided on placing a first class light on Point Cadiapatam,

as Governmel
I strongly recommend that not only a light-house Le built ( according to Colonel

Roberts’ recommendation) on Cape Comorin adapted for a first class light—which
it must have some day,—but that a first

# Alan Stephenson, s B.. F.R.8.E, M.8.C.E., Engi- . : '
neer to the Board of Northern Light-houses; class revolving light instead of one of
| thus writes == the fourth order be allowed,® and this

“w VvV 1 3 i llf:‘ .
Views of economy in the first coft o g will finally settle the question and afford

ghould never be permitted to interfere
perfect satisfaction to all concerned.

house nterfere
best possible position.

with placing it in the
7. In that valuable work on the means of illuminating Coasts and Harbours,
c.B., R. E., published in 1867, treating on the admir-
e Coasts of France, he thus writes, ‘ But the French

ent points of the Coast are marked by lights of the first

1in the ordinary state of the atmosphere can approach
their ranges all intersect each

etc., by Colonel A. Fraser,
able system of lighting th
plan, by which all the sali
order, and by which no vesse

the Coast without seeing one or more lights, for
orfect.”” Again he writes, ¢ It is thus impossible to approach

other, is sufficiently p . .
f the atmosphere without having a light

the French Coast in the ordinary state o i .
in view, and its character and that of the neighbouring ones defines the position

.completely.”
& Ttis on this principle I contend that the chief headlands on the Southern

Coasts of Indiashould be lighted.
a first class light-house on Cape Comorin
will be a grand ‘landmark by day, and
at night, by having ‘a first class light
there as well as on Point Cadiapatam,
cross bearings can be obtained any-

9. As I have stated in former letters,

Rear Admiral Bedford thus writes :—

s Assuming a light to be on Minicoy (which
geen 8 very desirable), then a light in the vici-
nity of Crocodile Rock woald eccupy nearly a

iddl ition, .and, whil ood landfall .
iddle oo, s Ships com n where between the two lights, and the

light is required for ships coming in from
the westward, a light on Cape Comorin 18 (Captains of the Steam Liners will be

hi ing from Ceylon, a . e,
FagaLiy wanted for Ships cqmne eters i relieved of all anxiety during their night

anl in th: same degree for coasters these
lights would relatively prove beneficial.” runs and will be enabled to keep their

Again he writes, * T may repeat that other con- 47

siderations Lesides the guarding of Crocodile | .
Lock must be looked at in delzcidlcilg which }ff 10. As 1 may, without presump-
the two lights should be placed near the tion, claim to have established the

danger.” - . ¢
principle of two lights for these most

southern headlands of India, and bave worked hard to ‘carry this point for the
benefit of the trade of the East, I trust that Government will be pleased to accede

to this my last request on the subject.

11 I now propose the lights to be thus arranged :—

ght apparatus now in store to be set up at

Point Calimere,} and thus a revolving

r. Robertson, ?I‘”b"“f',_ light will be placed between the fixed
i . lights of Negapatam and Paumben.

The revolving fourth class dioptric li

1 Recommended by M

Engineer. .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department

10¢4 January 1873.

* As already agreed on.

Note.—In 186! proporti i
X portion of lights al
shores of England and France was asa 2:1%03;?

England, one for 14 miles,
France, one for 12-3 .

Since then the number of Enol; ioht
; ish lights h
been greatl._y increased, Dibstance gbetwe::
I(llla}f)e Comorin and Point Cadiapatam, sizteen
iles. ’

~1* Quilon bank, etec., etc., very uneven and

dangerous of approach.” -
Again— 5
‘“ Abreast the point there are sudd
en overfall
from 9 to 4, 3, and 2 fathoms rocky bottox?x.'?

INore.—At All i .
+ £ eppy there isab
class bright revolving light. eautiful second

. On Cape Comorin a first class revolv-
ing dioptric light, and on Point Cadia-
p.atam’ a first class bright white fized
dioptric light. By this arrangement g
revolving light will be placed between
two fixed lights, namely, those of Tuti-
corin and Point Cadiapatam.

. I also propose for the point at
.Qullon, which, according to Horsburgh ,F
is dangerous to approach under twelve

- or thirteen fathoms, a third class red

f?xed light, and this, as an intermediate
light between those of Cadiapatam and

. ) . - Alleppy,* will b i
the chain of lights round the Southern Coastslz)rz'yI’;dZ: pe suflicient to. complete

TRANSFERRED to the Department of Public Works.

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary.

OrDER THEREON, 10th January 1873, No. 72.
His Excellency the Governor in

. Council agrees with Mr. Dalrymple that
. the most satisfactory solution of the
question of lights for Cape Comorin and Point Cadiapatam will be that finall
proposed by him in this letter, namely, a first class revolving dioptric light on thi
former and a first class bright white fixed dioptric light on the latt:r and he
authorizes their provision and the planning of the light-houses accordingl’y.

. 2. There appsears to be no objection to the utilization of the fourth class
dloptri.c .light apparatus now in store at Point Calimere. Butthe Governor in
Council is not prepared at present to move in the matter of providing a light at

Quilon,

No. 142,
CIVIL WORKS, No. 3.

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R. E,,

- Secretary to Government.

To the Master Attendant, Administrative Department.

District Engineer, Tinnevelly.
,»  Marine Department. : ;
»»  Inspecting Engineer. ’ )

3

Exd. A, S. Rodgers.
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