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! Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depm.m
o | , 27th February 1813, . " .

A

No. 598. ,Rea:d, the followihg letter from the Officiating Superintendin :
~ Engineer, 7th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Publi{i
Works Department, dated Coimbatore, 31st August 1872, No. 126 :—

1 REGRET to have to report, for the information of Government, that during the
monsoon of this year, on the dates noted below, the following bridges in Malabar
and Canara have been destioyed or damaged. . ’ :

‘9. On the 18th of July, Mr. Overseer Arbuthnot, then in charge of tbé
Calicut Range, reported that the double trussed timber bridge of two bays over the

1 Erinjee Todoo, on the Carcoor Ghaut and Calicut Road, was destroyed on the

15th of July, and promised a detailed report which, having been relieved of the
charge of the range, he has not submitted. Mr: Arbuthnot, however, on the 20th
of June submitted an estimate for the repairs of this bridge, amounting to
Rupees 870, which estimate was merely for re-planking the bridge, nothing was
noted for-repairs of trusses, and farther reported that; when he inspected it on the

«97th June, he ¢ found it was rather old, but did not thi&};. it would come down so
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soon.”” . The Range Officer, Captain Wood, R.E., however, in his report, states that
he found some of the-timber of the truss quite rotten, and that any one who had

casually iaspected the bridge six months before, might have anticipated the

sccident that has taken place, which is attributed to the end of one of the tie-beams

of the trusses having given way on account of rottenness, and carried the whole

‘structuré with it; and yet Mr. Arbuthnot, a month before, submitted an estimate
for its repair, without noting the condition of the trusses; this careless Overseer is,
I regret to say, at present under suspension, pending inquiry into certain irregu-

larities reported by his Range Officer. . . o |

3. In‘\niy letter No. 204, dated the 20th December 1871, I noted that when

I inspected the bridge, which I see by my diary was on the 15th of November, its

left abutment was 8o seriously cracked that I feared it would be necessary to

_re-build it. - The trusses however, though‘ of jungle-wood, appeared sound enough

then ; the Range Officer recommends a safer and better site for the bridge when it
;s re-constructed, for which I have called for an estimate, arrangements having been
made in the meantime for the coffee season traffic of 1872-73. :

4, Captain Wobd, in his report, further notes that he doubts the stability of
the central pier of the Cheroopoyah Bridge, which, in my letter above quoted, 1
repoi'ted to be intact; the Range Officer states he considers the laterite masonry to
be of doubtful quality, and that there was the appearance of a slight crack for a
distance of about five feet, vertically from the top of the north-west corner of the
d that some of the masonry appeared more open than the average; and,
small crack had been noticed by the Overseer at the north-east corner
of the pier which however was under water when he inspected it. Under. these
ci amstances, as it is intended to span this river‘with iron girders, I have pointed
out to the Range Officer the advisability of the central pier being re-built of brick-
in-chunam, with a cut-stone cut-water, and I have issued instructions accordingly.

The brick abutments of this bridge are reported by the Range Officer to be good.

pier; an

5. The Pootoor Range Officer reports from South Canara that, on the 11th of
July, the Auckul bridge of four arches, on the Vitla and Manjeshwar Road, was
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| eedings Qflke Madras Government, I’ubhc Worlu Department,
27th February 1873.

great care should be taken to cover ovor
‘material to secure them against percolation of moisture.

~ et s

. (T}'ue Extract.)

Colonel, R.E.,

‘Secretary to Government.

" To the Insspecting~ Enéineer for

. Ports
t » District Engineer, Mal, a3nd Co mmunications.

bar,

South Canara.
" Fmancxal Department

a4 44 ”

such arches with concrete or other
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