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F10ceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1873

No 474, Read the following papers +—
From the District Engineer, Bangalore, to the Chief Engincer, Public Works
Department, dated Bangalore, 10th January 1873, No 892,

WitH reference to the memorandum of establishments assigned to District
Engineers, I would beg to forward the following remarks regarding the establish.
ment for Bangalore, which, I observe, 1s less than that of any other distriet,

2 The work done 1n this office 1s very considerable , the correspondence is
voluminous, the number of estimates and specifications forwarded large, and the
accounts, especially when large works ate going on, troublesome and require much
care and thought on the part of the Accountants In addition to the usual work of
an office of this sort a good deal of correspondence has to be carried on with the
Barrack Master, etc, regarding the hning of quarters for staff subordinates, which
takes the Accountants a considerable time Captain Wood, late Executive Engincer,
has already pointed out the necessity for imcreasing the establishinent in order to
carry on all the duties connected with the department cfficiently. Two peons only
are allowed, I bave to be constantly sending letters to Assistant Quarter Master
General, the Barrack Master, Commissariat, and Ordnance Officers and Officers
Commanding Regunents, and frequently have considerable difficulty in sending
letters with despatch T observe that the IIcad Accountant is only allowed GO
Rupees a month, whereas in all other establishments they receive more  The Head
Accountant, Masilamoney Pillay, has now been at Bangaloie for thirteen years,
and has becn 1n the service as an Accountant for mneteen years

3. It 1s very neccssary to have at Bangalore a Head Accountant of ability
and experience, and I observe that Ilead Accountant Masilamoney Pillay has
always been well spoken of by the officers under whom he has served.

4 I beg, therefore, you will recommend the Government to grant a salary of
70 Rupees a month for the Head Accountant

5 To give you some 1dea of the amouht of copying, etc , required in this
office, I may say that during this official yea1 up to date neaily 200 estimates with
specifications have been prepared, covering some 700 pages in the office hooks It
must be remembeied that all these have to be drawn up first roughly, and caley-
lated, then checkec‘l, and then fair-copied twice, once for transmission and once 1
the books. Occasionally some of these estimates (for large new works) are very
lengthy and troublesome ; smce I have been here (about six months) two very 1 argo
estunates have been sent in, one for Military prison, taking up 75 pages, the other
for bakery, taking 40 pages, and these, as I Lave before said, have had to be copied

ouf three tincs. I would beg to suggest that the establishment here should be
altered as follows :— -

1 ITead Accountant . s e v - x’i'so

F'1 Asaistant do | .. . e w 50

1 Do ' d .. . .. . . 40

2 Copyists . .o . we 40

~ 1 Dianghtsman . e e e . 50
1 Do - . . 40

1 Storekeeper oo . . © e w . 40

4 Lascars . - . 24

Total.., 354

g LW
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eedings of the Madras Government, Publie Works Department,

2024 February 1873,
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From the same Officer, dated Bap

c I mave the honoyr to forward the follow
A Ing on work ere
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department,
20tk I'ebruary 1873.

9  Cement —This material is constantly changing in price. I was enabled
by a chance to obtain 100 barrels for the water works cistern at 15 Rupees,
including carriago to Bangalore,

10 The price in Bangalore varies from 20 to 22 Rupees If we wers
allowed to lay in a stock we could get 1t probably at the former price, and in
the one item mentioned I effected a saving of 500 Rupees at least.

11. Bricks of good quality are not to be obtained.m Bangalore, and thc? only
way to get them 1s to make them ourselves. An estimate has been s.ent in for
the preparation of a brick field with sheds, kilns, ete , and I would urge its speedy
sanction, so that we may prepare a large quantity of bricks before the wet weather.

12, Our lime ought, I think, also to be burnt by ourselves

13 The lime obtainable1s far from being good, and there is a good amount
of dross and unburnt stone in it, I believe, from an insufficient amount of fuel

i ning
being used, or from 1neflicient ariangements for burning

14. Proper kilns should be erected , we could then purchase limestone clean
and burn it, contracting for charcoal

15 I believe some years ago there was a saw-mill at work in the Engine?r
yard here, this, I think, would be most useful A lafe Executive Engineer ia
reporting upon 1t stated that its use effected a saving in tlmbﬁ‘l: of 25 per cent I
would 1nstance another reason for providing the Executive Engineer 'Wlth sui‘ﬁment
staff to enable him to entirely do away with the contract system as it has hitherto
been carried out, and that is that the materials of old bullc%mgs, which have to
be dismantled, can be used in the repairs of others; whereasif contracts are to be
entered into for the works the old material will invariably have to be sold at g

great loss.

16 If I am permitted to carry out my suggestions, I would place one of the
three Overseers in charge of the saw-mill, the manufacture of bnck?, thfe burning of
Iime and generally 1n charge of the stores, while the others belong in charge of
works would, whenever theyrequired anything from the stores,-send 1ndent.s counter.
signed by the District Engineer, and the stores would be issued to him by the
Store Overseer, who would keep his accounts carefully,

No 476. From the same Officer, dated Bangalore, 24th J anuary 1873, No 915,

I mave the honour to bring to your notice that the Overseers here Teceive
only single horse allowances This amount is barely sufficient .to keep a Jpony
They have to visit their works at all times of the day, efnd during the next few
months they will be subject to much exposure in the xm.ddle of-the day. Ons
pony cannot be taken out three times every day, and 1f thex.r work 1s to be properly
done they should visit their works at least that number of times; I would therefora
request that they should be permitted to draw double horse allowance, This
would enable them to keep two ponies, or hire some sort of conveyance,
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2. I would beg, 1n conclusion, to point out that, even 1f this was granted,

they would only receive two-thirds the amount other Overseers get, and they have
really as much riding to do,

.No 477, OrpEr THEREON, 20th February 1873, N

—
l ESTABLISI ENT, No 49

from Rupees 60 to Rupees 70, and that Lo
20 cach and two extra lascars at Rupees 12,

i{upees 280 exclusive of lascars ; 2 8,4 class Distiict Establishment exclusive of
ascars costing Rupees 267, and a 2nd class Dustrict Establishment Rupees 302,

Stmularly, excluding lascars, 1ts cost 1 wdentical with that of the Neilgherry
Dustriet, Establishment,

Estabhsly ment w ;

ﬂ‘le Governor i Couneil will be prepared to consider any proposal tle Distiret
Enginecr may desire to submit for s 1evision within the limnits of g present
total cost, Lut Le declines at present to increase that tota]

2 In the sccond letter above
Evogmeer and three more Overseers
coucurring as to the propriety of

mental work, which has there been allowed to Lo entirely superseded by a system
of lump contracts qmte unsuited to the cucumstances of tlg country, His Excel-

lency the Governor in Couneil desires that, 1f not an Asastant Engincer, at least
an experienced Upper Subordinate may be
s s00n as possible,

o 560,

IN the first of the above letters
Captain Vibart requests that the pay of
ns Tlead Accountant may be 1aised
bo allowed two extra copyists at Rupees

His Office Establishment already costs

printed Captain Vibart requests that ap Assistant
may be posted to the Bangs,

alore Distaict Ieartily
re establishing at Bangaloio the system of depart-

Petty Establishment consisting of two Sub
Rupees €0, and two Maistries o

preparation of biicks and lime, to
the works annually undertaken, g
Workshops and Stores at Madras;
Presidency District Engineer, who 1,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1873.

under two years’ service, one has alrcady been promoted to 1st and the other to 2nd
class, so that their position and prospects ate much better than those of most of
)

their contemporaries
’ (True Extract.)

G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R. E ,
Secrtary to Government,

- (Signed)

To the District Enginear, Bangalore.
To the Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Lizd, S, T, Austine
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1873.

under two years’ service, one has alrcady been promoted to 1st and the other to 2nd
class, so that their position and prospects ate much better than those of most of
)

their contemporaries
’ (True Extract.)

G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R. E ,
Secrtary to Government,

- (Signed)

To the District Enginear, Bangalore.
To the Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Lizd, S, T, Austine
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