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s ~ Read the following papers :—-\ . ( ' | ;
| No. 407.  FromJ. OUCHTERLONY, Esq., to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., )
Vv Sceretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated London, 15th
; August 1873 R

I zicrET to have to trouble Government again on the subject of the Carcoor

Z/ high road; but anather coffee season is coming rovund and the c‘ondkition of this
; roa‘},:—cﬁa’ins as great a stumbling block as ever. - L
) ! 2. Ibeg respectfully to refer to my fonner’letters .of the 25th Janﬁary, 25th T
: August, and 2lst November 1871, t(? show thc.gmevous injury that.is inflicted on -
any interest as a cultivator by t.lus road being kept closed. against traflic for a
. portion of the (always short) working scason of the year. Briefly to recapitulate:
: athere is, first, the inability to engage tonnage lWhether under steam or canvas on
* Jthis side, because of the uncel:tam?y Whe_n c«»ff:;e.can bo got ready on the Malabar
) coast for shipment; second, the imminent risk of injury to the coffee from overcrowd-
ing in the estate’s stores owing to tho only route of trimsport bei.ng closed ; third,
tho loss of early opportunities of transit ; fourth, the risk of the limited dry season
! on the Western Coast proving insufficient for the px:epamtion of ‘the coffee, and the
: resulting unequivocal injury from any part of this pr:eparatxox.l b?ing conducted
* during moist weather 1 fifth, the foss o? early opportumt(}s of shipping produce on

tho coast ; sizlh, the extreme risk of having to send a quantity of crop, atu very heavy
across the Peninsula for shipment, owing to the advent of the mon-
" soon closing traffic by seaon the W?stern Coast ; and, seventb,'los's of interest, possi-
" Ple deterioration in value, with divers other collateral ev}ls ; and these ai> no
\l! imaginary risks but what I know to be real from hard experience.
. 3, Iamnow informed that this year’s impediments fio the through traffic by the
Carcoor high roalare the non-constmf:tlon of the bndg.e ‘over the Cherupoya
stream, and the falling down of some bridge on the other side of Mambat.

4, In respect of th
was long since gompleted.

S 1872, that 1 Lad the honour :
oy : dent of the Local Funds Board, dated Calicut, 23rd February 1872, an enhancement
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1 . P i of the terms originally agreed upon with the .contractor for this bridge had been :

. , S Ll . gsented to (paragraphs 1, 2, and 3) and sanctioned by Government (paragraph 2 ;
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expense, right

e first, I have indulged a blind confidence that this bridge ;
In the Procecdings of Government of the 4th April ‘
to receive, I observed that, in a letter from the Presi- ,

£ Order of 4th April 1872). Thus the question rgspecting the completion of the
N ‘ 2)1 erupoya bridge remained, as stated in the original letter of the President of the
1 s

N o o qu ' Local Fund Board, dated 93rd January 1872, and which roay be gi‘ven in its
| | ‘ B B | following paragraphs — -
i “(3) The pressing necessity is the completion of the Ckerupoyaand Eddakurra

& , -5 :  pridges before next coffee season. /
“{4.) The completion of the masonry work is already provided for.

«(6.) The plans and estimates are herewith submitted, and if now approved
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by Giovernment there is still {ime to admit of the work being carried out before the

nexl carling season COMMLACES: .
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8 ﬁ%‘ «7.) Theiron would thus be landed before the end of May, floated tositeand ;

L i ., pubup during the monsoon, and the bridges would be ready for trafic in October.” ;
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ek ’s';ecessary. I observed the almost total absence Fy / Arams on tl'le ghaut,
e ic be found to increase ill require to be
t a¢ 'also that should the trafic be foun ' yv

w.uencd in some places. /

¢ ) 4. From the foot of the ghaut to the Eddakurra river, four miles, the road is ‘in
cl'l‘t)ital order ; where necessary good river shingle and grf.zvel have- been‘used fox: the
” 0. Over the Eddakurra river, a handsome iron lattice girder bridge
!'“:',}d sfurfd(‘e‘ f span has just beent constructed ; the work appeared to me to reflect
',;995 zg’;;{: &On pthe contractor who built it (L. l\Iayl?r, Esq:, M.s.xfx.E.) ; the
ot d asphalte flooring of the bridze are to be. putin hand immediately, and
! ‘,pproe{.ches al}u o 11 probability be opened for traffic before the end of November ;
‘;heubr.ld'{ie . -kn']nathep brickwork of the wing wall of the right abutment, noticed
} ?h? sligic 81‘30\71 904, dated 20th December 1871, shows no signs of increase. I°
Y report Ltl(:. Di’strict Engincer the advisability of plastering the abutment
::: }1:"61‘1 ;:L,tcileigit of at least 8 feet from the bed of the river with Portland cement

meinder with godd hydraulic mortar.

o o

o 1210 r]?‘ro;h the bridge to the bungalow, about half a mile, the surface of the

-~
3

: 1 i air order,
a0 3 he bungalow itself in very fair o
foder road 18 very good, gnd t g Y

F Yddakurra to Nellumboor bungalow, a distance of .eight'miles, t.he
9' o t s four of the newly stone-covered road drains in this section require
road is exc.ellenl ; Ome ow how;avel‘, strongly, though temporarily, covered and
to be rebuilt; tﬂl‘esfa the Distri’ct Enginecr pointed out to me that the timber trusses
are openTtO trablcy bridee of four bays of 60 feet each on the Gth mile of this
of t.he hellul.n Ooaditionoal iron straps, which he proposes to fix immediately he
sectl.on re;lg;?o: to the estimate he has already submitted for providing the
receives §

. . s hile the chuttrum and bungalow are both
same; the bridge 1s 1n good order, w o

thoroughly water-tight. ,

r ' 7. To the Clerupoya river, a distance of two miles, the road is very good;

) cor this river is still unfinished; its present condition is, both
~ the bridge 0“_ k in mortar completed, the central pier completed to a height of
abutments of b; 1 bed of the river, the brickwork looked close, and the material
12 fcet above ;]l?as been indifferently kept ; this river is to be spanned by two iron
good, but-; bon hich, it is understood, have arrived at Calicut ; the masonry of the
warren g}rders N ver ";Vm be too green to allow of their being put up much before
central pier hof"f the meantime the District Engineer protnises that a substantia]
February ne)f.t d’“lzha” be constructed over the river by the middle of November.
temporary b:llv.‘?:: that a jungar be also kept at the bridge site, in order that should
IIowz\:;EdIe zt ‘lllbappe“ . th: temporary bridge the traflic may not be seriously
any ‘
pmpede the Mambat river, a distance of threc miles, the road is very good ; this
. 8 'I;:neszya single arch of 25 feet span. The arch is of brick, and when I last
river is sp he bridge the arch and laterite abutments were intact, though the laterite
i"-sl’ccted ¢ lei r, 3 slicht cracks; I regret now to have to notice that this bridga
Wl"g’w‘?us ° ?E:inrr n;:uch shattered, the right abutment has cracked seriously and
shows.mgni‘ ;)t ﬁp-stol'ea'm collapsed, the wing-walls and arch are cracked, and the
:rﬂﬁr:\?;raznﬂy has sunk ; on examining the portion of the work that has fallen, the,
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