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Read the following letter from Li ‘
4 g lett eutenant-Colonel J. IL. M. SH
%’;[‘AEL%%I;T,P RI.}E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel GAg.
, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Departm'en‘t.
H

No. 317.

. ‘ dated Madras, S8th November 1873, No. 594 :—

Ix reply to the Order of Government, dated the 4th ultimo, No.2,441,1h /
. » - - ' , '
n my opinion, morc progress, both in the pr;par&:.tioya e

the honour to report that, 1
materials for the Madras-Cuddalore line and in other respects, ought to have b
5 e been

i
: statement.

2. So long ago as the 13th September 1872, the Agent of the (’Z‘ar‘n f‘
atic

Railway Company was asked to submit an estimate providing for the :
of materials and for such preliminary work as could be con:enientl Prelbaraﬁ}orl
before the receipt of sanction to the.detailed estitnate for construZt‘commen-%d
*  This preliminary estimate was laid before Government on the 8th O::xt]gbthe lm?.
d by the Government of India on the 30th January 1;7?“1,}? 7}2

, whic

and was sanctione
ommunicated on the following day to the Agent.

a satisfactory reason for the delay in carryin
o prelimina [ have often spoken both to the late Agent ar{d E
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o (10288 y perhap: $0 ir
Mr. Dibblee, the late Chief Engincer, knev:

part accounted for by the fact that
that his connection with the Company would terminate in September, and
’ was

¢herefore unwilling to commit his successor to any large contracts for the ]
supp y

of materials.
. Howorer much the delay is to be regretted, it is at least doubtful wl
;t is not on the whole an advantage that Mr. Logan, who has now been a ; e
pe Chief Engineer of the Carnatic Railway in anticipation of its amg]pfmteq n
with the Great Southern of India Railway, should enter upon the duti%:m?nzn
, s oI ¢
or’s arrangements. It was on accoun:

post untrammelled by any of his predecess
I attached to this that, when addressing the Government in
: m

was ¢
g It is not easy to give
these preliminary works. I h

~

of the irfportance
February* 1873, I urged that Mr. Logan
o

h March .
reh  ghould be intrusted with the gencral

Proceedings of Government, 6t
control and responsibility of the works

1873, No. 720- '
upon the Madras-Cuddalore line from the commencement of active operations

5. Defore replying ¢t
Mr. Betts, the present Agent of the
th any observations whi

o the order of Governmen?;, I communicated it t
Carnatic Railway Company, and asked hi1 .
? ch he or Mz. Fisher, the late Agent m?vltlo
1 October 1573 wish to offer. BMr. Betts re,p]y*l'a it
enclosed, and I regret to say thatit show: |

thie late Agent and tho late Chief Engineer to have
Fisher speaks of the condition of W

" favour me wi

pderstanding between

. :A" .

! : the mist

¢ : Deen even WOTse than I had imagined. Mr.

§ N ‘; the Engineering Department a8 ¥1av1ng become demoralised, and Mr. Dibblee states

1; W that Mr Fisher would not lct him engage Inspectors and other subordinates, so
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$ Department,

that he.was unable to begin the collection of materials,
finally left the Company’s service an.d gone to Englang
likely that any advantage will be gained by making furt
nature of the terms which existed between hiy and the
mutual recriminations.

As Mr. Dibbleo has
» it does not seem to mo
her investigation into tho
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From W. 8. BETTS, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Carnatie Railway Company
Colonel J. II. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E !

e to Licutenant-
» “ousulting Eppingep for R
Negapatam, 27th October 1873, No. 330, : N

ailways, dated

Your letter No. 291, of the 13th instant,
Agency until the latter part of last month, I 5

caused the delay in starting operations on const
30th June last.

2. Thave communicated with Mr.F'\s\xer,
with the Engineering Department, on th
reference to the official records, 1
the cause of the slow progresg made in the construey;
30th, 1873, as could be desired, I

' quite coneyp howe
that more progress might and oughy ¢, have beey ma
in some other respects,
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