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wproceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmen?*
16th December 18%73. B

!
_ ‘ i A} | o
No. 274. Read the following letter from Lieutews'yColonel J. H, M, SHAW.
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W,
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, 'ublic Works Department,
dated Madras, 28th November 1873, No. 639 :— - .

1 aavE the honour to gbmit, for the consideration and orders of Government,‘

: a correspondence which has passed
Postmaster General, No, 2 p24 .
F’{’é’}g."s noral, No. §#21, 21st Oct. | tween this office and the Postmaster

To 873. “w » 1,076, 4th Nov. General regarding the extent to which
Fr})m a e a0 6th L it is expedient that the Railway Autho-

1873. rities should be called upon by the Post-
T°1s73 T po e L1071, master General, through this office, to

From w » 3911, 220d ,, . explain the cause of delay when a train

1873 fails to reach a station at the hour enter-
ed in the time-table.

: 9. From the correspondence it will be seen that the mail train which left

Madras. at 6 P. . upon the 14th October 1873 reached Mettapolliem 85 minutes

pehind time. The Railway officials explained that the 6-30 &. M. goods train

from Pothanore was late on that day, and that, through an error in judgment on

* the part of the Station Master at Jollarpett in not altering the meeting station, the

mail train was detained at Gooriattum until the arrival of the goods train; and that
20 minutes were afterwards lost at the Palar and Gooriattum Bridges in consequence
of both rivers being in full flood. Tt wasalso explained that the train was detained
at Erode and Perandorai 19 minutes beyond the prescribed time, and that 17
k‘svninutes were lost in running between Salem and Pothanore. Between Pothanore

Znd Mettapollium 16 minutes were made up, the last named station being reacheg

85 minutes after time,

3. The Postmaster General was'“ot satisfied with the explanation given,

' and asked to be informed what steps hac\been taken to prevent the recurrence in

™ future of such delays; adding that “ the'nsual punctuality with which the mail

« saent that the ComfanY should be called o7 to render 8 minute account to the
. ,-*' /Postal Departmeng O €Very instanpe of ¥ela ¥

N
3 e K B B - .y e . ™ STt po T,

“eains have lately been running shows magt clearly that there is no difficulty in
,ﬁ}l\;{zgaini_ng this speed, provided proper arf{:]gements are made by the Company’s
omce}‘s’.{.\\ ) ) , ‘

4, In 'f*{)IY, I stated that it did not
jnto tho cause «{:f delay. Tassured the /postma satisf
that every eﬁ'Orch made by the Madras ¥, ilway Company to work the mail trains
according to the\f\““l\}blished time-table;\qd Iadded tbat{ 80 1?ng as the results
are gencrally Satisf;:: tory, 1 did not undery ad it to be the desire of the Govern-

em necessary to make further inquiry
i dter General that I was satisfied

S 2 TN > 1
' 5. In the 1o/t of the letters now submi‘& .e 1 t"h&_l);*“‘! ?;é.,e.'?‘“tﬁgoi’ A dissents
f; from 41153 view. o states that ¢ it is usual ft} ,.' v Irtment to be informed of

hihe causout-del}y to the mails, and that the rig i ¥'s0 has not hitherto been
i ]

- : & . . )
|  gestioned, but o= the contrary full ix:t'orrrxatio;}f}t ,}&Wfiy 3 on previous occasions

?been freely given.” o requests that the natter may be referred for the decijion

+

tof G overnment, adding that it appeam}{ ~¢2 him ¢ absolutely necessary fox the
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‘Procredings of the M

cdras Government, Public

. 18th December 1873,
Ny

proper administration of “ug

"Alall service that the Postmaster General should
always be informed of the cau

 cause of delay and detention to the mails in order that
he may take whatever action he may deem necessary in the matter,”

6." As regards the general question at issue, Major Bourk
he states that it has been wusual for the Consulting y
Postmaster General the causes of delay to the mailg,
explanation was asked for by the Postmast

the first time; and upon that and a few
asked for was sent to him as a matter of ¢
that he is entitled to call upon the Consultj
explanation, or that the public servies is in any way b
his demand. On the contrary, a good deal of ypj,

resulted from the action adopted by the Postmagte
months,

Worls Department,

e is mistaken when
Engineer to explain to the
So far s I am aware, such
on the 5th June 1873 for

occasions the explanation
ourtesy ; but I do not consider cither
T to furnish him with such
encfited Ly compliance with
Gcessary correspondence has
t Genera] Within the last six

ng Enginee

7. When the Postal Department sustaing inconvenience fro
the mail trains, it seems to me that the Postmaster General
fact to this office ; and that the Consulting Engineer ghould, aftep inquiry, inf
the Postmaster General either that the delay was, in hig Opinion, y er?:; u; orm
that proper measures have been taken to prevent its recurrenc’e m;VOl o

- that any good can result from reporting to the Postmagtey G : cann?t o
stances connected with every detention to ereral the circura-

which g train ig subjecteq, I submit

m detention of
should notify the

. the measures take
;hlm to addregg the

the subject ; but the necessity for this can /}

8. In the particular case which
Major Bourke’s demand for
bears witness to the

running of late,
August; and, dy
General has had
two occasions, o
occurrence of ¢

urther. s
great punctuarn y with which
The present accelera$
ring the three mont} §

is reference, I submit that
unreasonable. Ile himself .
the mail traing havo bLeer

¢ was introdyced on the 3%
occas.ion to complain \‘f the maj) tr;in: ) e?lapsed, .the ngstzaster
hneﬂbelgg that }IIOV;THT:}Il %\discussiou, and 13lge doett}?u}es .:.pon onllly
© T1ood upon the orth-w? s ¢« Dewng o
Government, under date fhe 17th instant.} , L;;e’ ecorded jn g Pr ocegdi:g: °ef
sideration, and the fast }’/4 1185, hen 8¢ason of year is

taken into ¢o Lo
n
4 the maj) ¢p.:
. . . g ra : .
of single railways, in length 406 ani{éﬁl mileg I‘GSpecl?s Irun Aally over two lines
. v inta:
:‘1\: ;ffre fleg €y, { Maintain that such

punctuality is extraor
ts .
great cred; \§P0D the officers o, #

s m\%ry, and t

the Railxay, | ——
9. 'i\cilgof That@‘q
4

\ boirse, v
General withip the ]

ey Meh by \ ¥
be not only jry, 1% Tof::{s Ul be g eEn 2dopteq b.\' the Postmaster
¥ irregy ar, but “Sssar ) 18 Excellen Y in Couyeil to ],
ma argumentg against it g thaty Y and ObJeCtionable. Not ;}»alt’eﬁ't)of the
maklng thom g1 that no oy 20ds to irritate the Railg: itics b
only haye &e O tatify g mlﬁny Authoritics by
- 1e Consu
ﬂ{,wggllv‘:

ting Engincer, who
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L - el tions but that
d by the Gove;nment in professional control);of t heir opers 11:0 t’he power

is place m}’ e without professional knowledge or experience, has a

; :m::{le:x:dhc them for explanation upon purely professional points.
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v ) N ] t-Colonel J. H.

' Major the Honourable E. R. BOURKE, Postmaster (.}enfral. tORL}:::ezandate 4 Camp at
From a.)M SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways,

Trichinopoly, 22nd November 1873, N

1061
Oc 3944

40

- i 1y to your No. 1,107,
Ix continuation of my letter No. 3%4%,, of 6th Novembe_r 18; _3.;:‘1‘1 “‘l‘ri(:;pdies Zot seem peces.
11th November 1873, I regret I cannot agree with you in .t ki fn the 15th ultimo.”
of make further inquiry into the cause of delay to the mail train of delay to the mails and
e ’;° Tt is usual for this department to be informed of the causentmry f‘;ll formation bas
b 'g.ht to do so has not hitherto been questioned, but on the co e
the i : : E
evious occasions been freely given. ) . Fieitum bas been
aiwa{; onOI:)xrthe 15th October last the first detention to the maxl. ft.?-\; ;’in(:o:ﬂé ihe part of the
! "ned by the Traffic Manager as being **due to an error {?;J“C.‘g‘mvé 4 .for‘ satisfactorily by
b ?An Master.” Then a further delay occasioned by floods is.ac¢ ‘J’Fi-on?these bwo causes,
Sm“?ng out the orders of Government to be observed on such occa§~°§*‘“_“.- e
carry - T T B .

il traio left Salem 65 minutes late. LN st ot of 19 minutes
the u;anl f;;; Trafic Manager then reports a detention at Erode '?fg};@;ﬁq&tbanore, —
b on(i the prescribed time, and a further loss of 17 minutes between Sa i .

ey . .
. ether to 101 minutes. en caused by the floods,
g afl,toglt would be seen that the only unavoidable delay appears to have be )
ing to 20 minutes only, . between Salem and
amou(!;mnl%fo explanation being given by the Traffic Manager of the delays o
’ i d. Aye :
I addressed you in my letter above quote . . I thi}K perhaps it
‘ \roth;nor;’f you still consider I am not entitled to the mformatxo.n I 8::1-:(::’ e that it is abso-
‘ ‘L Id.be as well that Government should decide the matt?r, for _xt a:sl;:at the Postmaster Genoral
;’,WO“] pecessary for the proper administrationq‘iof the ma:l.servxcteh  ils in order that he may
hote {d always be informed of the cause of delé‘{ and detention to the
:h](;: whatever action he may deem necessary in' the matter.
a 3
SR : ing Engineer for Railways,
.. From Licutenant-Colonel J. IL. M. STAW-STEWART -2 7, Conslting Fngincer or Mailwase
\\‘\From to Major the Honourable E, R. BOURH{*}, Postmaster e ’
v . November 1873, No. 1,107, '\\1 tbe honour to faform ou
) e
In Tl to your letter, dated the Gth instant, 3o, 3%%% 1 ha"se of delay to the mail train
; it does now, BeCm necessary to make further inghiry into the lfzmmadrw Railway Company to
thathl 15th ultiny [ am satisfied that every eff 4t is made by the our letter under reply you
.o tkethe mail t::;kqaccording to the published §ime-table; and in ¥
© owor

~ : desire of the Government
. g8 the results are gex,e“ ally satisfactory, I do not \\,“:;‘derstand it to bi th:he Postal Department for
;a8 tt' tho Company shoukl“; be called on to render 3 u};;;ute account to
. tha {e R - )
.yery instance of dclay i
LS. !

———

»
{

&
: 257 Nant-Cols, %1 I, 11, M
R s I’ W o ee .7‘:‘\__ /" -
o UK, Tostayster Gin’er;u»fays, dated véafp at Trichine.*
sWART, R.E., Consulting Lngx;“z&r 7 a0 ¥

ovember 1873, No. y%'5,.

SHAW.&
" poly, Oth i \v~’5éx£be;- 1873, it appears that the
rgé;’thg Trilic Manager's letter No, 221, dated ot 7Y

mioutes, the remaing
ceasioned by iLe floods in carrying out the ruleg nray amounted to ten ' er
dday-:utcs the Railway officials are golely respe sible for.

gl mi

Such protracted delays most seriously it -~-.venience the }nai} zaenncrer :;x;iet?: fl::?rl:' and X
1§.aek to be informed what steps Lave been taken to prevent their recu .
wou
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“i“‘_]._‘j_ G overnm:at, Public Works D
%

% December 1873.
Ny -2

3.’ 1 would beg to point out tﬁg'l'raﬂic Manager ha

minutes between Salem and Pothanore, or why .the maj
dorai 19 minutes.

partment, ,

8 not explained the cause of delay f 17 '
Utrain was detained at Erole and Peran- -

4. The usual punctuality with which the mail traing have lately been
clearly that there is no difficulty in maintaining this

rusning shows most
speed
made by the Company’s servants.

» Provided proper arrangements sre

7
PPN

i“rom J. W. MELLIS, Esq., for the Acting Agent and Mana

ager of the Madra
to Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. M, SHAW-STEWART. R
Railways, dated Madras, 3rd November 1873, No. 889,

¢ Riilway Company,
B, Consulting Engineer for
With reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo, No. 1,015, 1 have the honoue to encloss you
a copy of the Traffic Manager's letter, No. € §3&. of the 1st instant, i which he explains the
late arrival of the 6 ».x. mail train at Mettapolliem on the 15th ultimg, ‘

————————

From H. E. CIURCH, Esq., Traffic Manager, to W, 3, WRIGHT, E, Acti
Manager of the Madras Railway Company, dated Madrag, 14t Nove’mbe:-» ctin
Detention of 6 2. Mail Train, 144y October,
A prrExTION occurred in the first instance at Gooriattum and .
on the part of the Station Master of J ollarpett in not altering th, ev:::;:i“: t:;m‘error in judgment g
that the 6-30 4.x. goods train would be able to make up time, but it 5 hf ation, Il.e luppow.c(l .
to the 6-30 being late, the Palar and Gooriattum Rivers werq in full ﬂ%dpl‘encd that, in aldition
10 minutes at each of these places occurred in carrying out the rules » 3nd & furglep delay of
2. The mail train left Salem 65 minutes late, wag detaine(i at B
minutes beyond the prescribed time, and arrived a Pothanore 1) mingg
minutes would seem to have been lost between Salem and Pothanore,

2 Agent and
1873, No.C 134

rode apq Perandorai 19
¢ late, 50 that gome 17

Copy of a docket from the Inspector of

General, Madras, No. 3,1

Has the honour to report that he majl #

1873 at 10-55 s.m. instead of 9-30 M. ;
pondingly late. Cause of delay unknown.

-5

8¢ QOffices, 44

Division, ¢ or u
'+ duted 190 Qg 17, ¢ Tostmaste ’

-
/- g
on the 15th October /~"

¢ Ootacamund corres;~Z-

S

am !n‘rived at

: Mettapoll'
¢ mailg wil} thorefore re;em

NO- 19, ‘24&3’944'
EorwarpeD to the Consulting Engineer for hilwg
80 good a8 to afford information as to this delay, ivays, 3 adrag

» With
Ak Har
. (TZ/-AQ c0py-)

Mapgas,
218l October 1873,

S (Signegy
No. 275.

/
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Gn the opini, O I Escel- %
(' : . Overnop i : right N
}re detailed explanation of delayg ip ’tzt;dmd};ty of the p vouncil, tho rig
ai

® Postmaster General to
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e, and if not satisfied with
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' ey Departn.n’
“ : ePaAringm
medz’nrw of the Madras Government, / =X \ P
i 16tk December 1§ - [
: ’t cd to obviate future
1e explanation offered and precautions proposed to be adolpt o o the
t.le ilar delays, it will be incumbent on him to a.ddress t1e1 el
Sl[{:}e(ct In the instance under notice the explanation should have
Y (True Extract.)
Colonel, R.I.,,
“ Secretary o Government.
Postmaster General. .
To ’the Consulting Engineer for Raxlways.
’*  Public Department,
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