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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department
9th December 1873.

No. 176¢. Read the following letter from Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E,,
District Engineer, Chingleput, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E. becre-
tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Gumdy, 22nd
November 1873, No. 2,261 :—

I BAVE the honour to enclose an estimate for a lightning conductor, which it
appears to me should be placed on Guindy Government House. The ongmal plan
for a flagstaff, forwarded to me by the Range Officer provided for a wooden mast,
but this was not easily procurable and the cost was heavy. I therefore changed
the design and entered telegraph posts in the plans submitted and sanctioned in
G. 0., No. 1,956, dated 6th August 1873.

2. It has however lately occurred to me that so considerable a metal surface
at a height so much above all other trees, etc., is very likely to receive, or even
attract, lightning from any passing cloud, and as the flagstaff is fixed on so
bad a conductor as the masonry roof will cause a serious accident.

3. I propose therefore attaching to its base a zinc pipe, and carrying it down
the wall, terminate it in a mass of old iron which can be supplied from the rubbish
at the Mount. I am not clear as to the necessity of the construction, but as the
cost of security is so small, 1 would urge its immediate sanction and a grant of
funds. I have Rupees 28 available under Civil Buildings, Provincial.

No. 176p. OrDER THEREON, 9th December 1873, No. 2,976B.
CIVIL WORKS, No. 15a.

His Excellency the Governor in
Council is of opinion that the Mount

Range Officer’s original proposal of a
wooden flagstaff had better be reverted to as obviating all visk,

He observes

- that the original plan and estimate sanctioned on 6th August should have been

accompanied by a specification of the work,
(True Extract.)

Colonel R.E,
! , Secretary to Governmcnt

To the District Engineer, Chingleput.
,, - Officiating Controller of Public Works Accounts.
,, Private Secretary to Ilis Excellency the Governor,
Inspecting Engineer for Buildings.

7

Exd. S. T. Austin,
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