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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
5th December 1873.

No. 103, " = Read the following letter from Colonel E. A. FOORD, R.E,
Inspecting Engineer for Civil and Military Buildings, to Colonel G. W.
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Chepauk, 8th November 1873, No. 1,439 :—

Y

I mavEe the honour to forward, for the orders of Government, Proceedings of
a Committee assembled in accordance
with G. O., No. 1,971, dated 8th August
1873, to report on an arrangement for
pulling punkahs invented by Lieutenant MacCarthy. .

1 Plan.
1 Proceedings of Committee.

.

Proceedings of a Committee assembled in accordance with the Order of Government of
the 8th of August 1873, No. 1,971, to report on an arrangement Jor pulling .
pz&nkglzs, invented by Lieutenant J. E. MacCarthy. "

' Tae Committee having carefully considered Lieutenant MacCarthy’s letter and the plan which
accompanied it and having had a full-sized punkah constructed and worked on his plan, now
report as follows :— o

_ The details of TLieutenant MacCarthy’s design for pulling punkahs have been carefully
worked out, but the pulling of a number of punkahs by a continuous rope or girdle is similar to
~ Mr. Orr's method as applied at tho General Hospital at Madras. The wheel bracket used by
" Tieutenant MacCarthy for turning round corners is not considered so economical as the single
pulley as used by Mcr. Orr. |
- The Committee now proceed to notice severally the advantages claimed for this arrange:
ment :— ‘ :
1. Facility of a number of punkahs being pulled by one man or any other power
(steam, etc.)—No greater facility is obtained by this method than by the ordinary one of pulling
punkahs singly or in sets. .
9. Each punkal isso arranged that itmay be stopped by the occupant of the room.—

The arrangement for disconnecting a single punkah, independently of the other punkahs (all
being worked by the same power) i8 creditable and ingenious. The idea is also new and may, with ) ’
slight modification of details, be applied to Mr. Orr’s method at the General Hospital.

)

3. The punkalsto receive both ways that peculiar jerk to cause the necessary breeze.—
A fair pull is far more desirable than the jerking here ensured. . -

4. Absenceof noise.—The punkah being suspended on knife edges, the jerking (ensured in
3) causes a slight movement of the knife edge, making a most undesirable noise for a sick room
and it is further liable to rattle. : ’

5. Simplicity of construction —Nothing can be more simple than the ordinary method of
constructing and hanging punkahs, while this method is certainly more complicated and expensive.

6. The arrangement being suitable to rooms varying in height. So also in the present
ordinary method. . _ - ..

In conclusion the Commmittee are of opinion that the only portion of Lieutenant MacCarthy’'s
method that has a claim to novelty or peculiar merit, ig his arrangement for stopping and again .-
putting in motion any one punkah of a series.

-

(Signed)  E. A. FOORD, Colonel, R.E,,
. Inspecting Engineer for Buildings. ‘
(Signed)  H. T. ROGERS, Major, R.E., .
Principal, Civil Engineering College.
CREPAUE, : (Signed)  J. N. GRAINGER, C.E.,
sth November 1873. Genl. Supt., Public Works Stores and Workshops ,
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