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¢ Judicial Department, dated 28th October 1873, No. 1,719 :—

Read the following letter from Lieutenant- Colonel W. §. DREVER Acting : :
Inspector-v.eneral of Police, to the Hon. K W, IIUDLESTON Chief - ' .

- Secretary to Government, Fort St. Georve, dated Ootacamund 4th

" Qctober 1873, C. No. 85,

REFERRING to G. O., No. 1,613, of 8th October 1873, on the subJect of emel’vent
te]errfaph messages, I have the honour to submit the following remarks.

2. As Mr. Burke truly says messages may be and are deemed informal’* in

o

! department to provide against such informalities, and it is solely on this account '

‘that 1 brougnt the subject to the notice of Government

" .. -In the particular instance which gave rise to my prevrous remarks a -
message was refused at the Railway Station at Puttamby for being * msuﬂicrently
paid” Had it been despatched, neither police nor troops would have' been moved
-the following day. ‘ \ |
4. Thereis no doubt, as Mr. Burke remar ks, ¢ that no State message, Properly X

mned and. counterswned would in any case be refused at any Government

Telegraph Office,” provided, I venture to think, it were also properly paid for ; but

it is precisely these ¢ proprieties” (any one of Whlch is fatal at either a Government

or a Railway Telegraph Station), which, as things now are, cannot be suﬂiuently

regulated beforehand.

Who is the Chief Civil or Mlhtary‘ Authority in Madras Town or ina Mofuss1l 1
vxl]age ? .

- Is His Excellency the Governor to counterqwn an emergent telewram from |

the Commissiouer of Police ona Sunday? Ori is a Police Inspector to obtain the (
autograph of a village head prior to despatch of a call for aid ?

5. The responmbxhty of sending an emergent State message should I respect-
fully submit, rest entirely with the sender, not the receiver; such messages . o
" ghould never be refused by the Telecrraph Department under any c1rcumstances '
whatever. . - “ ' | %

Were this pnncrple accepted, it Would be easy to lnstruct the subordlnate
Magistracy and the Police Inspectors, throughout the Presrdency, with whom and_
. how to communicate by wire, should certain emergencies arise. This seems to me
_a right which Government may farrly demand of both Railway and Telegraph’ IR

Depaxtmq_lts- e -~ ' e, :
" But until it is adrmtted these ’ofﬁcere cannot be tauﬂht how to avoid the

manv dlfﬁcultles now in thelr Way .

ORDmnD that these papers be for'varded for the consrderatron of the Govern.
ment of Indla. : . C : T
9. - The Governor in Council entirely agrces with the Inspector-General of
L pd e in opinion that the use of the telegraph . foremergent State purposes, shou]d ' -
be freed as much as possible from alk gnudcrance arr;} comphcatmns. .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ;‘
| 1st Decembep 1873. | o
M% e mmnman ‘ | J‘: .
3. It would be very simple fo ensure that all the claims of the department
for cost of transmission should be

4. Itis observed that, on th
neither troops nor poli

promptly satisfied after despatch of messages. ;
e occasion of the late Moplah outrage in Malabar, |

. en
ce need have been moved from Calicut had a messace be

refused at the Puttamby Railway Telegraph Office, under

8, because « insufficiently paid.”

(True Extract.) o i

(Signed) 3, STURROCK, =

4 Acting Under Secy., | ¢

i o for Chief Secrelary- -

No. 8. OrpEr THEREOY, 1st Decembey 1873, i{o_ 2,801,
" S . :

‘ \ : RAILWAY, No. 4, . Comyuyrcatep to the Consylltmg ;

B Railway Station, a

in f

uture all messages
ment that claimg ¢op

| Enginecer who i)} inquire into the cir-
. K Cumstances under which Dcpartmcnfﬁ’l ‘
th the despateh of an emergent State message at the Puttamby
nd ascertain whether UTangementg cannot beam:“xde for recciving
tendered by publ;

¢ officers on the f the Govern- .
nected therewity shall b guarantee o
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