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“ - | ’ o ' 26th November 1873.
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"; . i No. 381.  Read the following letter from Captain J. PENNYCUICK, R.E,
SR I District Engineer, North Arcot, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E,
‘ ! i ; Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Vellore, 3rd
e | | ¥ ‘% November 1873, No, 2,448 :— ‘
IR : ? I mavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Order of Government,
o % No. 2,591, of the 23rd ultimo. ‘
“ . : ‘) ‘1 { 2. I regret extremely that Government did not in this instance follow the
: ‘ ‘ o ; i usual course in such cases, and call upon me for explanation before passing final
L o 3 % orders. An ez-parte statement on a disputed question, however impartial and
‘, : -t 1;“:'“ { temperate in intention, can never afford satisfactory ground for a decision, and
Con ; ‘ «,,‘,( o some sense of injustice must necéssarily be felt by an officer who finds himself
. . : ‘ } censured without having an opportunity of explaining his conduct. ‘
- ; | | \ 8 B '3, Had I been called upon for explanation, I think that I could have placed
. . : . < c i my action in a somewhat different light from that in which it now appears;; indeed,
| ' A |} I think that I could have shown that I had displayed a good deal of forbearance ;
Ry B ﬁ i ' A - g : I could also have stated, what o doubt the Government would have been g!ad to
Lo - y | hear, that since the date of Mr. Whiteside’s letter I had had an opportunity of
5 ) TR discussing the matter personally with him, and that I believed that the mu?ual
: S misunderstanding which had led to the somewhat acrimonious tone of the previous
R A T R A S SR . correspondence had been removed, and that the matter would be amicably settled
| : . K " ' l‘ ’ s K ‘”. H“ g W‘ s ‘L' RIS “ g ‘ ] T T ‘ ‘ ‘ "‘ ‘“- o T “‘% WithQ}}t the pecessity of any further action OIJ»_the part of Government,
S e ;v“ O P e j‘[:” DR - SETL A R - o R € - 4, The prospect of relief from the gratuitous performance of the thankless
RN " o - o C A | . ’ Lo - T - R . ‘ ‘, o { o \;f& daties of a District Engineer is not one to cause any great amount of concern, but
ch e | S k S PR I should have been glad to have had the opportunity of removing the imputation -
. f oo « ct ' ‘ - fi, of want of judgment and courtesy. I do not think that this Opinion of my action
| - R o " L 2z :L , inthe matter would be held by any one thoroughly acquainted with both sides of -
: V . ‘ ﬂ i‘j the question (it certainly is not by the Members of the Local Funds Board,.to
R ’; X ‘ - S % whom the correspondence was communicated by the Collector, and I question
L S | I R T ,rl f‘ whether it now is by Mr. Whiteside himself), and I therefore regret that Govern-
SOT T e e s T T ment did not think it advisable to obtain this acquaintance before passing their
DS O T PP I ﬁ v orders, ) ‘
. 1 " ’ o o N | . l ?‘ ,
B « Co | AN I No. 382, Ogper THEREON, 26th November 1873, No. 2,862.
| ’ : ‘ R -‘_fy\ i l ESTABLISOMENT, No, 31, ' ORDERED - that thig letter be re- -
‘ N v Y I : corded.
’iﬂ | ’ (“ ,‘ | " ? | (True Extract.)
: L IR I |
) - v o,
| ; -
| ,m - | r s , *Q] ;“ ‘ Colonel, R.E,,
f | | o | : . ) I Secrotary to Governmend.
) ‘ S 1 L ] S To the District Engineer, North Arcot. .
- L ) B R » : R o 5,, " Exd. 8. T. Austin,
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