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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 26th November 1873,

-

No. 367.  Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq » Resident in,
Travancore and Cochin, to Colonel G. W. WALKER R.E., Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Trevandrum, 30th
October 1873, No. 97 :—

- ADVERTING to paragraph 3ofG. O, dated 27th August last, No. 2,138, Public
o A X 7 . Works Department, I have the honour
e " . o No. 516 dated 25th September 1873. to forward copy of a letter* to the
L o e 7 . Diwan from Mr, Crawford, the Travancore Commercial Agent, on the state of the
I coast of Travancore, The writer’s long experience on the coast, and observation
ot of the action of the sea, give considcrable weight to his opinions on such questions.

( S S o i R. 'The Travancore Clief I]ngmeer is on leave. Copy of his report on the
| ST R i‘ subject will be forwarded when received.

Ty o e Lot [ n oo oo it ron 0 [ + .

L B ST Frem H. CRAWFORD, Esq., Commercial Agent, to A. SASIIIA SASTRI, Diwan of Travancore,
T v . . - . C 1 ‘ Trevandrum dated Allepey, 25th September 1873, No. 516,

L C I 5AVE the honour to acknowledge your letter No. 3,694 (P. W.) 980, of the 19th instant,
L with extract paragraphs 9 and 10, Lieutenant-Colonel Farewell’s letier, extract paragraph 3, -
Government Order of 27th August 1873. ’
J : . 2. The encroachments alluded to on the coast of Travancore, as threatening the harbour of
Cochin in the event of the sea at any time breachmg the beach and flowing into the backwater
carrying general destruction with it, need nat ha apprehended. .. Thoe principal rivers of the ,
country meeting in the great estuary near this all flow into the sea at Cochin, and the course of
. these rivers through the estuary carry a depth in their common channel of. from 36 to 40 feet and
upwards at a distance from the coast line of not less than four or five miles, and from a similar
depth out at sea of not less than eight miles until at the island of Vendoorty, from whence the water
flows over a shelf at the deepest of only 15, 12, and 10 feet until near the mouth of the harbour,
when it falls again to 23, 30, and 40 fect or a little more, again decreasing as you approach the bar.
There is therefore no necessity for groynes on the coast of Travancore, and there is no chance
of the waters from the backwater finding any outlet to the sea but the present one at Cochia.
I have said that near Ven doorty Tsland “*a shelf " rises there carrying only a very small depth of :
water up to near the mouth of the river; indecd, the whole of that beautiful sheet of water from
Vendoorty at the south, northward to a line eastward from Vypeen Point to Candle Island,
Balghauty, and the shore of the mainland at Ernacollum is for Ythe most part extremely shallow,:
except through a very parrow channel having 15 to 10 feet on the Muttencherry shore, so that
thxs large area is for the most part 30 to 40 feet above the channel of the rivers at present flowing -
over it from the south. I have not examined to the north of Balghauty. To dredge therefore a
deep channel, say, to 20 fect, through the soft mud to the entrance of the harbour (I think to the
eastward of Vendoorty would be the proper channel to form) would, I think, assist very consider-
ably the end tought by the Government of India—the keeping of the river open, by the heavy scour -
which the concentrated weight of water from all the rivers north and south flowing in a direct

line from that area in front of Balahauty would have.
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- No. 368, | OrpEr THEREON, 26th November 1873, No. 2,855,

TresE papers will be communicated
v CIVIL WORKS, No. 22. to -.the Inspecting Engineer for Ports
7 and Communications, with the remark .

" that Iis Excellency the Governor in Council is satisfied from the statements
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Wopjs Departmens, - S ‘
26th November 1873, T . i
4,
made by an officer of so much experience as the Travancore Commereial Agent o “
that there is no reason to apprehend any serious consequences to the harbour of -
Cochin from the present condition of the coast of Travancore, ‘;
2. The proposal to dredge a deep channel to the entrance of the harbour s
from the neighbourhood of Vendoorty is one which should be considered when the :
details of the harbour improvements are being matured, o ;
. ' )
| (True Extract.) Y
| Colonel, R.E,, . L
Secretary to Qovernment. C BT

. ' ' i
v

To the Inspecting Engineer for Ports and Communications.
»»  District Eogineer, Malabar,

L}
»»  Resident in Travancore and Cochin, : : e
»»  Marine Department. . : ‘ ‘ D
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