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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
’ 25th November 1873.

No. 362, Read the following letter from Colonel C. H. DICKEN S, R.A., Secre-

tary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, (Account—
Buildings and Roads, ) to Colonel G- W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to the
Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Simla, 25th
September 1873, No. 338 A.—B, :—

WirH reference to the provision of Rupees 50,000 (recently* reduced to
| Rupees 44,000) made in the Madras
Public Works Budget Estimate for
construction of a Telegraph Office at
Madras, I am directed to request that it may be stated whether the Government
of Madras have any objection to the whole of this grant being made available to
meet expenditure on urgent Imperial works elsewhere.

* Vide Public Works Department letter,
No. 312 A.—B., dated 28th August 1873.

2. This inquiry is made in consequence of the construction of the work
having been suspended pending a consideration of its design in view to admit of
accommodation being provided for the Post Office Department. The settlement
of the question will probably take some time; should the matter be however
decided early enough to admit of the construction of the work being resumed
during the current official year, the question of restoring the grant for the
purpose, should the Government of Madras see no objection to its being given up
for the present, will receive every consideration.

No. 363. OrpER THEREON, 25th November 187 3, No. 2,852,
: : — | ConsipErRING  that with letter
] - ACCOUNT, No. 28. No. 2,307, of 17th Septembey, submitting

for approval of the Governm?%t of India
the design of a new General Telegraph and Post Office, a request wa‘iiigrnade that
an additional grant of Rupees 50,000 might be‘ allotted for the wagk, on full
assurance of its utilization in the current year; that a further grant of
Rupees 1,00,000 for Military Works emergently required was ‘reqyeg?gd.in letter
No. 2,448, of 6th October ; that the original demands of this Government are from
year tQ year cut down to amounts sadly incompatible with their urgent require-
ments and that invidious comparisons arise therefrom, between the cost of the
Public Works Establishments of this Presidency and the outlay they supervise,
such outlay being to a great extent circumscribed by the insufficient Budget

* grants allotted, His Excellency the Governor in Council regrets his inability to

comply with the request made by the Government of India for the cession of the
balance of the Budget allotment of Rupees 50,000 for the new Telegraph Office at
Madras.

That unexpended balance after providing by transfer for the Cocanada
Telegraph Office and the sanctioned Postal Works at Arconum and Raichore for
which funds have not hitherto been allotted, amounts to Rupees 30,660, To which
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.. extent a sclection will be made of the Military W
‘a view to their being undertaken with :
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or‘ks most urgently required, with
q . . . out delay, ‘trusting to {he
recouped in compliance with the requests above enumerated,

* Ordered that the following letter be sent :—

s

~

- (1lere enter No.. 2,853, dated 25th Novémber 1873.
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(True Extract.) = ‘

Colonel, RE.;
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PusLic Works DEPARTMENT,
Fort St. GEORGE, 25h November 1873.

2,853.

Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Public Works Department.

.I*’ubl_z'c Works Department.

/ No. 364.

;{ No,

i Frou

y CoroxeL G. W. WALKER, R.E,,

3

; To

! o . Tae SECRETARY 10 tHE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
i “ACCOUNT, No. 29.

| Sir,—In acknowledging the feceipt
l of your letter of the 25th September
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1873, No. 338 A.—B., I am directed to

State that His Excellency the Governor in Council would willingly surrender the
reduced grant of Rupees 44,000 for the Madras Telegraph Office ; but as he relies
on the application made by this Government in letter No. 2,448, of 6th October,
for an additional assignment of one lakh of rupees being complied with, it would
seem that the most convenient course would be to allow this Government to retain
the amount at its disposal, and, in anticipation of the approval of the Government
of India to this arrangement, the money has been appropriated to the more
emergent of the Military Works for which the extra grant has been applied for.

- I'have the honour to be,~
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R.E.,,
Secretary to Government.
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