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Proceedings of the Madras GGovernment, Public Works De

ra rtment,
284 January 1873, '

e
. Read the following letters :—* \
blic Works Accounts, fo tly
. . From the Controller of Pu
Mo 581', to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
‘ . December 1872, No. 2,054, ‘ ‘

the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Qrder of' the 23rq
‘ I mave 1‘ No. 2,758, referring, for my remarks, the Resolution of the . R
et of inin vader date dhe 200t October 1872, No. 9184, G, on thy . .l
: Govemment(}i I;x:nt’a,nt-Greneral of the Public Works Department of the results B
; repo.rt.of the. ce f the accounts of this Office in December 1871,
- of his 1nSPeCt1°r; ° I have to explain, with reference to paragraph 2 which deals
. 2. In reply ’of Stock Accounts, that paragraph 9, Section IL of the Madras
with the quef;tlorlhat “‘materials purchased for general purposes, or tho subsequent
Manual requires ¢ h cannot be ascertained at the time of purchase, shall be brought
application of which cuntS " Itis well understood by every Range Officer of this
on to the Stock Aﬁco alue; of onl)} such materials and stores as gre purchased for
Presidency that ¢ le Zld be at once charged off to the estimates for those works,
particular works s,l-(;l observe, on refercnce to paragraph 4 of their letter No, 540
and Government ¥ 1872 th;t this was very clearly explained to the Government S
of the 25th Februa.;ly rocéeding of the Executive Engineer in charge of the Mount - \
 of India, and thaft etp the Artillery Barracks estimate, timber not required for o :
- Range, in (fharglng oondemned as “unauthorized” and “irregular.”” The only
those buildings, was gﬂice so far as I am aware, which seem to be prohibitory to
orders issued by this . t,e Stock Accounts, are those communicated to certain
 the maiutenance of scpara ’ Range Officers in g memorandum®*
under date the 13th™ March 1868, or-
nearly three months before
ller, and I was not even cognizant of the existence of this paper
- ment as Cont.r o asually drawn to it by the Executive Engineer in charge of
* till my attention was fn all my correspondence with Range Officers, I have main- R
the Bellary Ifﬂn.ge' laid down in the manual, and I feel certain that neither thig oo
~ tained the ’I:mncr] }c)lllz (;overnment of India, will hold me responsible for unauthovized = ' ;
+ Government, no

e Secretary
_George) 211d

£
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s K gt

d 17th June 1872,
* See mg letter No. 697, date
parfigraph 3.

2

my appoint-

e e oy, o e s hdde® e
B

Officers, if it can be shown that th | o
Y * proceedings on the part of Range ,

0sc¢ proceedings
. When stores are purchased by Range Officers
trol of this Office. W -

are beyond the con

?5d off to specific estimates, and ﬂ}ere i.s nothing before me to lead to the
- and chargftk otl at the stores are, in rgal.xty, intended
. presunption ;)mit that I have no alternative but to adm
. ryespectﬁ}l]y su ce, place myself in communication wit
b}ﬂ;‘ I will, at ?nin i whether the procedure which is con
~ view of asce,rta.‘mfoﬁowed elsewhere, and whether the maj
" ment o‘f India IS‘_ -able. The replies will be laid before G

is cons1_dci1r‘<;ld dgi:;‘ paragraph of the Resolution refers to
.8, e

od with the provisions under the sub-heads of sanctioned estimateg, ‘.
. a3 compared with . . Upon this subject I beg to invite atten.
oud Sept. 1871, No. 2,4;’;- tion to the Orders as per margin, which' .
sth Jan. ‘1872, ,, 1,153, clearly show that this Government have
Gth May " L . l always considered investiga,tio
Z( )ra;es ;entirel}" beyond the province of thibj Office- & reference o the n
r :

?
¥

for general purposes, I : X
it the outlay g5 charged ; - o
h Range Officers with a - P
demned by the Govern-. . .
ntenance of reserve stock o
overnment in dyg course,
the check of expendityre

»

I

@ e

NS intg . \‘
ﬂmerous"

T

U

:

. :

- A

SN e DRt S TN
o



o s e i Ay - Ao BT, noe [
St RO —

ke Jasanligid

e Rt i R i~ T
Lanisial | .1 - M

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
28th January 1873

FDTRREIES e}

reports which I have mado of the results of my inspections will prove that any -
defects or incompleteness in Range Officers’ tegisters of works are premptly and-
fully reported, and as regards the register of the Mount Range, to which FpCCial
allusion is made by the Government of Iudis, I beg to explain that immediately
after Colonel Innes’ return from the Mount, I called upon the then Range Otticer
(Lieutenant Dofward) to forward the books which had been placed before tho.
Accountant-General. Two books were inmediately sent, and I did not, i themts
recognize the book which came under my examination ¢ May 1871, Mr. Sup'
Ingincer Walsh was then in charge of the range, and he supports my statement
that the books which I examined had a totally different appearance, and were
complete so far as regards quantities.- I feel myself quite unable to explain the
absence of these latter, and when I mention that I was assisted in my examination
of the Mount Range Accounts Dy the Deputy Controller whose recollections of
the registers are identical with my own and Mr, Walsl’s, it is scarcely conccivable
that a mistake could have been made. 2Morcover, the omission from such &
document as the register of works of the column of quantities would cause the
book to present a blankness that could hardly have escaped the detection of on°
at least qf the three officers who were present and assisted at the examination of
the Mount Range Accounts. Similar omissions elsewhere were, at once, discovered
and reported, and looking to the importance of the informa’tio,, ,.Qqu{md to be
furnished in the column of quantities, for without it 4 reaister of works 18 almost
valucless, I cannot understand how any examination ofcd.e book could possibl)’

"have becn made without bringing to light the serious defects noticeablo in the tW0
books which were presented to Colonel Inpeg, -

4, Since the date of the Accountant-General’s Tisit to the Mount, the entire
outlay on the Artillery Barracks has been classified and cop ared with tixc detailed
provisions of the sanctioned estimate, sud the result was IaIi;i beforo Governmer‘t
in the papers recorded in their Proceedings of the 93th Fcbru;rv 1872, No. 539
With the registers of works fully written up in all ranees. the Su er’intcnding :
Engineers as the professional advisers of Government ;'x(i as the Iz){'ﬁcers with
whom rests the power of giving out public works Ol’l C;)Yltl‘ﬂ:(:t Lhave the Desb
possible means of exercising that check over rateg which this G ve’rnment consider
essential, ?"d. upon which the Government of India i)lace 50 muzh stross.  Superin”
tending Engincers have now been superseded by District Fngineers, and seelnd

that the charges _°f ’fhese %atter are confined to a single district against two, thre®
and even four districts hitherto administered by N >

that they will, as is understood, closely supervise
subordinate officers, there is every reason for b
Government of India in respect to the checkiner

o

to, and such a control exercised in this matter a
that of a Controller of Accounts,

Superintending Kugineers, 21
the cash disbursements of thoif
elieving that the wishes of the
of rates will be strictly attended
s will be far more effective thal
who is not necessarily an Engineer.

) 3. T.h? doubl.e C}}eCk referred to in paragraph 4 of the Résolution consisted
In a generac exammation by the Bgok Department of the accounts of Range

Ofﬁcef‘s f.s passed by the Divisional Auditors in this Office, The object of this
te; azz:gul:;tx; Wfas to ensure u.mformity in the treatment of similar transactions int
© of upwards of elghty‘ ranges. Each Divisional Auditor has lerctofore

i
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S SR A
had th udﬁ of from six to fourteen ranges, and I have always felt %hat such a
had the 2 tar t00 heavy. - Captain ‘I'rail, who lately had charge of this office for
charge was 1af os of the same opinion, and even the Accountant-General of the
three. monthks; ;2 ortment, on the occasion of his last inspection, admitted that I
Pubhci Wor tS openou"h':, Ifaving in view the heavy charges of Divisional

. was “ not ;: roi;’nerousbaﬂd varied demands which are made upon their time and
Audxt?rS, ¢ ednth e frequent changes that are ordered in the forms of accounts and
’fttentwn’ aflﬁca'ci on of items of receipts and expenditure, I, as well as my prede-
in the class) 'aere d it advisable, in order to ensure uniformity and complete
cossor c(;mt the examination to which allusion is made by Colonel Inues should -
accuracy, kla b the Book Branch, particularly as such examination was not then
be undertaken by tax upon that department ; but as the Accountant-General took
felt to .be a hez;vY arrangement, it has been discontinued, and Divisional Auditors
exception tot }e il azd personally responsible for the correctness of the accounts

now held directly for the accuracy and completeness of, the divisional sub-

k . irpals, and ledgers. As already observed, however, the work devoly-
journals, JOu‘, I; loyés is far too heavy, and having this in view, and the fact
ing upon the;e ed g ,propriation Branches are not sufficiently strong to cope with -

- thet t he Bood 9(«111 1;ies]l now devolving upon them, I am about, with reference to
the increase . u lotter No. 1,390, dated 24th September 1872, and to the modi-
paragraph .4 of m};f the department notified in the Gazette of the 13th ultimo, to
fied ol‘g‘ﬂ:mzag??Excellency the Governor in Council a scheme for the revision of
place before ﬂl; earnest hope that this Government will support my application
}ny t(l)lc;fﬁ:(al’d;tr;lional aid which is so urgently needed. | | H

or the : '

are
passed by them, and

.11, respect to the employment of the Deputy Controller ¢ exclusively .
6. With Te% I am unable to state upon what this observation by the
General 18 founded, as, when that Officer was in Madras, I éxplained
' Acco‘untant' lthough Mr. Mills held special charge of the Salary Branch, he -
to him that, 2 istedo in the general work of the office, and helped me in my‘
neverth.eless 'ZSSS To enable Colonel Innecs to form an opinion as to the manner
inspection du 11\01 1 services had been utilized, I placed before him some of the
in which Mr. | tance unconnected with his pre-audit duties, which had been
subjects of %mer Mi’lls, as also the drafts of his reports of ‘the results of his
dispo§ed f)f 7 th'e accounts of Range Officers. Ilaving thus shown that the
examinations Ohe Governmont of India under this head were long ago anticipated, ' .

3 of t .
Su%lgf;.o:sfor a -considerable time past, been adopted, further remark from me
o ’ , L ‘

'seems unnecessary. .

on the pre—audit,”

4

7‘ With reference to the action of this office in respect to(mileagé,aﬂo&ances,

Orders of Government quoted in the

gg: ;18]2(‘)9. . margin, and to state that‘copz'es of those |
"141. orders were duly placed by me lefore the
Accountant-General of the Public TWorks
£, to whom I also explained that the purport of the views and instructions

d in these several Proceedings was conveyed to me demi-o

17th February 1871,
20th April .
22“d ’ R 2y o» s

Departmen
communicate

¥ -
5 - ;oo - ”
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works D:parlment,
28th January 1873,

by the late Seeretary (Colonel Ocr) wider thr ordrs of Government, and
that those views and instructions “;CW
ofiicially® promulgated on the first
occasion on which the action of this office was objected to.  The orders marginally
entered abovo having been caneclled by G. 0. No. 2,256, dated 23rd September

last, no farther action in the mnatter appears called for,

* Vide Orders quoted abore.

?. There is only onc other matter which needs explanation, namely that
TFlatmg to irrigation revenue, which is referred to in paragraph 6 of the LResolu-
tion. Upon this subject I have only to state that no rc"uh:‘ Capital and Revenu®
Accounts of Irrigation works have yet been rendered ?-yr this Presidency. 1t 9

true that the two statements a8 per
margin are annually farnished ; but 2
reference to old records will shoV H;flt
the return of remuncrative works 1

.. ¢ of
not originally pass through an office
account. Certain lares work o wd the
g0 works appear to have been arbitrarily sclected, a1

figure originally entered as the Cupital outlay upon cach scems to have been

;. Of remuncrative works of waznitude.

- Of reproductive works.

Note.—The first statement was for 1855-56,
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e

seavoured for the past four and a half years, during which I have filled the
endeav

- tment of Controller, faithfully and conscientiously to discharge the duties of -
appoin

are that in any single instance this Government have had
my office, and i;mdil:;;:tai's‘;at‘zﬁon’ In tieil' Proceedings of the 27th April 1870,
r?ason o e?}Pr recorded in the order of the 13th May following, No. 1,245, the
No. 234-A.n t (.)’f India, in forwarding to this Government copy of a report by the
Governmz untant-General of the results of an inspection made by him in the
Deputy cccz. tlat vear, stated that the Right Honourable the Governor-General
?arg;fna;tl \(:ras “ gzjatiﬁ’ed to hear that ths accounts and records” of the office of
in

: ¢ Madras, were “kept in such a satis-.
ler of Public Works Accounts, , : ,
the Controller o A perusal of Captain Tilgate’s report will show the detailed

»
factory manner.

examination that was then made, and I am not aware of any change having taken

\ the former .Accoun a.nt General W - ..
l)la(:() S']H:(‘ except fOl‘ tbe better. r_lhﬂ,t ) t Y
f tl : t:ib’ﬁed Wi.th the mamler l’n WlliCh thls Om C a8 wWor ,.ed ill
ec y satls A CC W l ‘t

- Jont from a perusal of the accompanying copy of a letter addressed to me by
eviden

Golonel Chesney from Bombay, shortly before his embarkation to Europe. With "
olone

documents before them, .and a careful consideration of the explanations
O - . -

thﬁ?:h I have ventured to submit in this letter,
w

I trust it will be seen that some of .

-

‘.

ks of the Accountant-General, upon which the Resolution under reply

?he romarss from misconception and the absence of complete information, and

18 banad,laroszse of others, the shortcomings and failings, if such they be, are the

- that, 1n tl; cs ~stem followed here, which, in many respects, differs from that
resul_t f’f t'e ti rovinces more immediately under the Government of India.

obtaining I the ipndicate inaction or indifference on the part of ikis Ofice. I;

; 1 0 wWa . . .
i and 1n :1 mo tyhat sufficient allowance 1s not made for the peculiar circumstanceg
appears 0 .

. ; t are pleased to adopt this view, and are satj
. acy, and if Governmen o, ar satia.
of thls-ir:ld(;xp};;dations’ I respectfully, but carnestly, beg that it may be recom-
fied Wl:; . };he Government of India that I may be relieved -from the censure
mle E“ifis i(:nplied in paragraph 7 of their Resolution.

whic

] X

- . - L) * e
subsequently adopted as a basis, and ndditions made from year to year. The sam
remark applies to the column of maintenance.

14th ‘ !
In my letters of the .
November 1871, No. owin,

2,099 A. and 14th December following, No. 2,352, 1 pointed L
~out that, under arrangements then in force, it was impossible for this Ofice t0 : "‘
check the figures appearing in both these statements under charges and revenye
In f?ct’ the preparation of these rcturns devolved more upm: SUPCTintendw.g
Engmeer's and Collectors, and, even now, this oflice, althoush long in comwui”
cation w1.th local Public Works Oflicers, is not in pnsses.‘i.:; of completo details
for chocking the accuracy of the sums entered under outlay in former gtatements:
Moreover, the first definite and specific orders upon the subject of Capital and

Revenue Accounts for this Presidency were communicated to me only on the 30t o
April 1872, and the new forms have been ordered to Lo

works noted in the margin of paragraph 6 of tho Orde

[

—————yy

kept only for the eight .

ey ‘
r of the 14th May 187+ ;
No. 1,310. Arrangements for the grouping of the irrigation works in the sevcrﬂl

districts have not yct been concluded, and until this
collected to admit of the preparation of the re

?a‘nnot be fsaid to have been placed on g thoroughly satisfactory footing, noT wi
it be practicablo to comply with the demands of the Government of India. This L

‘ dG.({g*er?tx.ncnt}a.n? the Actx:l)%Cluef Engineer for Irrization are so fully alive to the
whiech surrou ¢+ e ‘ i
ifficulties c ouna the question of irrigation re

S, BROCK, Esq., Controller of Public Works Accounts, date] =

- ATIE ) EY, to
From Coloncl CIIESNE! Bombay, 23rd April 1870,

. . ion
1s done, and informati?

' 1 wrorre a line before starting for England to wish you good bye, and to sy that T am satis-
: : ters 1 "
'1.‘m'ed financial statements, mat .

. ted your duties as Controller, and the prompt :

- which you have condue s prompt way in |
; ﬁehd f;i‘{: ﬂ;;ag:gslic‘;ounts aro rendored, that the Madras Government have made a very gooq =
which the o

gelection in your appointmeut. ‘ &

—a

-

i venuo in the Madras Prest” : From the Controller of Public Works Accounts, to the Sceretary ¢4
dency, and which prevent the preparation of reliable financial returns, that 1t 3 No. 582’ ment, Public Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 204
seems almost supcrfluous for me to enter int ; 3 imply to T Govern - 9 997 ’ .
. . O particulars ; but I do so suup y : December 1872, No. 2, . o -
show that the subject has received carefyl consideration d that, if the roqﬂiSi' ; , e « t ¥ SN
. tions of the Government of India Liave not been et 't" and that, i 191;00 - ,. : WiTn reference to your memorandum NQ-. 29, dated 18th December 1872, -
dilatoriness of action on the part of this Offce, op 0’ 1 ts not 1n c?nseql f a full . I have the honour fo state that, both flembofﬁclally and o‘ﬂicmlly, I wrote to the - -
- recognition of the importance of the subject s wing to the absence o Do Officer in charge of the Mount Range in December last with respect to the regis-
9. Ilaving now furnished the explanat: = tors of works which, according to my recollecn?n,‘.were examined by me in May
explanations called for by Government, I beg Coy the books could not be traced. At this time, however, I was inf
to express my regret that the Government of India should dor that I l,a.ve ot < 1871, but the boo ‘ ) ) ormed
IRTI : . ; uld consider that L t e ] ‘ “ o B
fé"‘hz"dﬁ the importance of my position, nor of the dutics rcfiuircd of me. I have Py " I ) !
' g 4 é
‘ . |
. s
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" roceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Pablic Works Department, E S "+ Pupuc Worgs DEPARTMENT, ~© - B
N— - 28th January 1873, e : | - : : Forr St. GEORGE, 28tk January 1873. .~ -

by the late Sceretary to Government, Colonel Carpendale, to whom I spoke o8 ::: No. 584. | | ~ o
B“bj‘-’c"‘;Of the registers, thut the entire estimate for the barracks at the Mom:;’t‘ure - No. 285. . | o

undergoing revision, and that a comparative siutcment showing the ex-pc.:n {an - | , o .

up to dato under sub-heads, as compared with the provisions in the origind - ‘ ‘, o Tug SECRETARY o T GOVERNMENT or INDIA, o |
revised estimates, had actually been prepared. Owing to this, to the f'rcquwas ; PupLic WorkS DEPARTMENT. . o
changes of officers in tho Mount Range, and the consequent difliculty which - :‘ Stm.—1 am divected to forward. for

expericnced in eliciting thoroughly accurate information, I did not bring the m?.ter - | ESTABLISHMENT, No. 41. the info;‘mation of the Govérnmen,t of

ofiially to the notice of Government, but steps were taken to have the regt® ' ’ :

t
filled up in a complate form, and Major Hunter intimated to me in the early pxiit
of this month that the book had been *¢ written up to the end of October
against cach item of sub-head of estimate.” : . tion

2. More than six months kad intervened between the dateof my exnml’ﬂﬂ 50
and that of Coloncl Innces’ visit ta the Mount, and, althonzsh in my recollection
the books whicl came under iy observation in May 1871, Iwas strenf—?thc”ef {ho
those of the Diputy Controller and the Sub-Engincer in tei'nporary charge ©

India, copy of some remarks by the . - |

troller of the Pubiic Works Accounts of this Presidency offering explanations - . -
Con :rtain points connected with the performance of his duties referred fo in your - .
(l)fz.t(;t No. 918 A. G. of 20th October 1872.

9. T will be observed, as already explained in my predecessors letter
N 5i0 of 28th February 1872, that it is contrary to the system laid down in the
0. 5

Py
g vl iser et g -
Kn - MY oy e

ials purchased for general purp
ccounts to charge materials p purposes to
dras Manual of A . . ~

‘ : n o of oks ha | Ma : ks in order to avoid keeping separate stock accounts. And that
range, I neverthicless felt loth to assert, in posifive terins, that one sct © % particular Wor b done it has been in contravention of standing orders. to '

i . . { ' . Q < o [ .
actually been subs v he ‘ ‘ this has been : ‘ ;

. y })‘ux kuhmuw_}’ for auotau‘: . ! for all books ’, _where hich irregularity the Range Officers concerned have been able tq ST

3. To prevent misunderstunding in future, T shall arrange 19 account for W N

1 . . . . ’natiO“‘
taspected by myself or my Deputy being duly iuitialed by us at cach exami

"

: 1structions from the Controller’s Office beyond those contained in a ..
zx.ow 1:: Lllemorandum issued in March 1868, whereof copy is enclosed. Thig S
ircu

~No. 583,

o

: | singularly ill-advised, and to have had the S 1

g , . - rs to have been singularly ) e had the oo b

RDER THELREON, 28th January 1873, No. 231, for “ memorandum appeﬁti b1 o by tho Accomntant-General of the Public Works - . %

N 4 o 9] (‘ o bl effect aaver N ) . W S B w e .. g

T Hor's letter \V\nb ] undesirable y ) . . AR

l ESTADLISIHIMENT, No. 40. }n : Controller’s ot of Tndi3y Department where Range Officers and Supermtendmg ]:}ngmeers n_ad not the d‘s‘ R S
- ‘ warded to the Govermm.!;' Goviem’ ; elz. ) se,e that it could only be acted on so far as it agreed with the general .

. © with an intimation that thid cretion to

et

‘ . . . . . utiCS Y
ment is satisGed with the manner in which Mr. Brock has conducted the d Proc

« , oo . . . {r. U
his office under the very diflicult circumstances in which he was placcd. Mr

. . t. It is remarked that he has now placed himgg] Coa
] ) . .. rnake : : e till March last. self .
will be careful in future to exercise such a scrutiny into the accounts, and tho aware of its 188
such: ingniries and inspections where he kaows tho stock transactions, from y

. . Rauge Officers to ascertain how far they have |
<. tion with all g cen . -
in communica . d . . . . I
.o memorandum in question, and he wil : : .
natave of the expenditure, to b impartant, that he may be able to satisfy h”md o misled into wrong practice by the morandum )tqwhere r’\ec , . _11})9 fll.rther A
Lt t] . 't‘ 1 ’ tho lettor £ il - a4 ) \,1~ been acted 8P to. . structed to insiet on stock accounts being key de ary. He will bo . \
that the spirit as well as the letfer ot the standine order huayg becn . 1nsir . o in making such inspections and ingquiri Thera L : Lo
| - Liave been in chargs of the Mot Range daring the P07 instructed also to be active i MRS TS poctions quiries, where he SRS
The officer who muy have been In chargo of ths Mount Runge durng be calle Instrl re that the stock transactions are necessarily important, so as to satisfy CoL
oy el . . < willbe ¢ gware tha . . ‘
involyved in t,u:g inquiry into tl.m lO'ab o.f the.; missing rogwter of \.v«)rks Wil torm tho must be aws it as well as the letter of the standing orders'is acted up to.
upon by the Controller to assist him in his investigations, which should fo him that the spirit ‘
subject of a scparate communication to Government. '

T

. f the Manual. But Mr. Brock was not answerable for this document whieh S
I}‘,uhngL? utlenant-Colonel 0O’Connell’s signature ; and does not appear to have become oo
cars i€
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! With reference to the nature of the check’ exercised by the Controller B

. 2, District Engineers are directed to pay speeial “attention to the subject of | :;;;ublic Works expenditure this Presidency, I am directed to state that Iijg oo B
. . . ' - “ et . over 0 : 3 R LR
ratos in theic respective charges. This Gavernment in dispensing with the Si‘zutmi { \ Excellency the Governor in Council has ngt}m‘lgt:o a\gd tlo :};S sftatement of tha coe e
exercised by Controllers in'({’chcr Presidencics look to the District E'-‘gl'nizte A viewsof the Madras Govermgent is e:l;:;?swﬂ mqycsteerzil?e.re, a dgo ?g Mz,lghlg'm; e %:
to exercise a carcful supervision and bring to Lear on the subject the intin . 1d deprecate any depar ur m the s vocated, e case ‘ tR

: : . e wou p
" acquaintance which thoy ought to possess of the circamstances affecting cach €ase . and h

Mount Range Register of works is evidently a very peculiar onej and Mr,'
of the’ 0 toment relative to it has led to further scarching inquiry being magde
Ptock o Oertainty as yet connected with it. The necessity for their exercigine
into the \(11!10 oful check on the rates of expenditure as compared with those of th: ;'
2 1;?:;1;:; i: ine of the subjects which will be most forcibly impressed on the mj
estl

of the newly-constituted District Engineers. : | (

(Truc Lixtract.)

o ) . Qolonel, R.E, g

S - Secretary to Qoverninenl. ‘
To all District Engineers. . ‘ . A

",, the Controller of Public Works Accounts. ) ‘ - (
,, Major Ii. B. Kennedy. : : B : .

Exd. E. C. Shunker{ ; -
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4. Paragraphs 5 and 6 of Mr. Bioch’s letier will remove some misconcep
ticns under which the Accountant-General of Public Works Department scems to
have laboured relative to the duties actually exercised by the Deputy Controller
Mr, Mills. IIis 7th paragraph will show that this Government, by an O’J?r
No. 2,256 of 23rd September, had anticipated the wish of the Government of Iﬂ‘.h'”"
that no interference by the Controller should be admitted between the Esccut1ve
end Supervising Officers in the revulation of the former’s claims to mileago allow
ances. In checking claims to mileage Mr. Drock was merely carrying out tho
orders of the Madras Guovernment until recently in force.

9. The preparation of correet Revenue Returns of works of jrrigation 15 8
matter in which I am directed to remaik that the Controller can scarce ¢0 ?tlxer-
wise than accept the figuressupplied by the Revenue Department.  The P‘”“cuhf
statements, the inaccuracies of which are alluded to in your letter, are not known ;
but the Government of India may rely that every dffort is being mado to aflor
trustworthy returnsin cases where actnal data are available, namely, the more
modern irrigation works. Where such data do not exist it is difficult to under
stand Low the wishes of the Government of Indiaare to e met.  And I am directed
to intimate the desire of 1lis I'Ixc-:llcnéy the Governor in Council that a competen®
olicer fully cognizant of what is desived may be deputed by the G«n’crmnen't 0
.India for the special purpose of claborating, from materials in the Madras Oﬂxccﬁi,
J.n communication with the Controller and Chicf Engincer for Irrigation, such
information as may cxactly mect their views.

6. T am tostate in conclusion that the wordine of paragraph 7 of your Jetter
- . . . oo d (o) .
is 50 vague that it is not possible for the Government to require an cxplanatiol
from the Controller; or to afford an opinion themselves on the degree in which Mr.
Brock is suppm?ed to have misunderstood his position and duties, but that they }arj
well satlsﬁed. with .thc manner 1n which, under difjeult circumatances, Mr. Brock ha
performed his duties. The Government of Madras has consistently dep ecated the
entire assimilation of their systemn of accounts with that of the Gnvermnen’c of
India, and the SUpErscssion of the Controller’s primary allegiance to them by cont”
plete subordination to the Accountant-General at Calcutta ; and it is felt bY 1lis
. . : " . . . ’ - . cs
Lordship in C?unctl that Mr: Brock’s failure to give as much satisfaction 11 thfs
Qe 3 M n - - . 1
Iast ﬂ; ‘b“ P(lie"muz mbtﬁrlﬂces, ;*. dllfe rather to the ambiguous position in which ‘}l? h
placed by demands made on him from the Accountant. ’ ¥ ith whi¢
it is absolutely impossible that Le can comp] fant Gc:*ne.ml > -O&CO’ v an
! comply under existing circumstances,

consistently with the orders of this Govermuent’ rather than to any bhortcomi“gs
on his own part.

I have the Lonour to be,
Sir, :
. Your most obedient servant

v

Colonel, R.E-,

Secrelary o Government.

Txd. E. C. Shunker.
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