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Proceedings of the Ma - Government, Public Works Department,

226l November 1873,

Read the following endorsement of the Inspecting Engineer for Civil
and Military Buildings, dated Vellore, 31st October 1873, No. 1,370 :—

From Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E., District Engineer, Chingleput, to Colonel
E. A" FOORD, R.E., Inspecting Engineer for Civil and Military Build-
ings, dated Guindy, 24th October 1873, No. 1,936. - '

No. 320.

I mAvE the honour most respectfully to protest, through you, against the censure
passed on me in G. O., No. 2,510, dated 15th instant, before I have bad any
opportunity of explaining, ‘

2. One of my firstactsas Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, in May 1872,
was to nominate an officer to join a Committee to choose a site for a temporary
hospital at Poonamallee, which, I observed, His Excellendy the Commander-in-Chief

recommended “should be erected as soon as possible,” see G. O., No. 63, dated
8th April 1872,

3. Some time passed before the Report of the Committee reached me, during
which I was very busily occupied with the repairs of cyclone damages. I did
however apply to the Military Authorities to know the object of the hospital, and
asked whether it was to be purely temporary, pending alteration of the existing

. hospital, or of a more substantial character in supersession of, or in addition to,
the present accommodation.

4. In No. 7,115, dated 23rd September, the Quartermaster General informed
me that it was ‘‘ not in substitation but in addition to the present building, and was
only temporary as not expensive.” As I had reported that I could not cover 100

beds for Rupees 4,000, His Excellency allowed me to reduce the accommodation
to 50,

5. When the plans were prepared the local officers pointed out that the site
selected in May was not accessible from the existing hospital, except by a consi-
derable circuit, the fort ditch, always troublesome for invalids and holding much
water in the rains, being between the two buildings. They therefore insisted that
new out-houses must also be built. ' |

6. Considerable discussion took place over these points, nearly all personal ;
to expedite matters I waited on the General Commanding Centre District, an.d
procured the appointment of another Committee to reconsider the site, anfl on their
report I desired the immediate preparation of an estimate for the hospital only.

General on the 9th December, and returned on the 26th December with the approval
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, notified in letter No. 9,712,

7. You had not then taken up your appointment, and it was not till some
time after that date that I received any instructions as to your duty or my com-
munications with you. -

8. I must acknowledge my omission of not submitting the papers to Govern.
ment. I was in the confusion of moving my office, sorting papers, ete., with two
utterly new establishments in North Arcot and Chingleput. I knew that (e
Military Authorities were urgent, and I overlooked the fact that they had not laig

. the papers before Government.

"

»

This, I beg to point out, was forwarded to the Deputy Arsistant Quartermaster -
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Proceedings of the Madras Gowzyf’) ‘:{y’ Works Departmenrt,
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22nd Novembey, I573. ‘
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9.' The plans, I further submit, would not show the number of couples. One
figure in the estimate alone would tell this, and it was accidentally passed in my
office ; here again I must remark that the new organization of 1st December reduced
the pay of Superintending Engineer’s Estimate-makers so much that both members
of my office procured other employment. Ihad ayoung inexperienced lad for
North Arcot and none in Chingleput, as I was obliged to leave the man whom I

(p;l(‘)(l);noted from a Range Office to teach his successor, who came direct from the
ege.

. 10. I trust that, with this explanation, you will support my request to be
relieved of censure. I must again point out that during 1872-73 we had a very
severe cyclone, an unusually heavy monsoon, and an unprecedented storm in
February, changes of depa‘rtment, organization involving alteration in Range and
Distriet Officers and offices, and that this district has nearly the largest expenditure
in the Presidency under Irrigation, Military and Communication.

SuBMITTED for the favourable consideration of Government.

(Signed) E. A. FOORD, Colonel, R.E.,
Inspecting Engineer for Civil and Military Buildings.

No. 321. OrpEr THEREON, 22nd November 1873, No. 2,829.

His Excellency the Governor in
Council accepts Colonel Moberly’s ex-
planation, but regrets that ke is unable
to absolve him entirely from blame in respect to delays and other matters noticed
in G. O., of 15th October, No. 2,510.

(True Extract.)

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 27.

Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Inspecting Engineer for Buildings.
»»  District Engineer, Chingleput.
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