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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
14th November 1873.
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No. 204,  Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel R. A. ROBERTS,
R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Camp at {
Pereacolum, 29th September 1873, No. 2,769 :—

I nave the honour to state, in reference to the enclosed petition received with

vour docket, No. 2,242, dated 1.th instant, that Kllia Chetty, the petitioner, .

f ;I)peared this day before me and Mr. Hawksworth.
9 Mr. Hawksworth explained that he did not sign the two cheques in question,
heeause he wished certain inquiries to be instituted before the money was actually S
(4 v . z

paid to the contractor.

| 3. I cxpluined, however, to Mr. Hawksworth that this was not the proper
course ta pursue. and that he should either issue a cheque or else not issue it, and S

jalf-way process is irregular and meaningless, and that it is improper to ‘

that this |

enter in the cash book and progress report as expenditure the issue of cheques

which, without signature, have no value whatever, and cannot therefore represent ',
disbursements. y | ‘f

4. Mr. Hawksworth accordingly signed the two cheques in my presence ; |
and on my offering them to the contractor, that individual refused to receive them

without intercst.

5. This conduct on his part will give you an insight into his character. When
i ' he reccived the cheques in the first instance, he should have applied to me; but
| his plea for not doing so is that in the case of some man or other who sent a
petition to me, I had “¢ referred the matter to the Range Officer for report, ”* as if
- ) I could possibly dispose of a question of th kind without inquiry.

_3;‘ 6. 1 may mention that a duplicate copy of the petition was addressed by the
Chetty to the Controller and received by me on the 17th instant from that vz
- gcntlcman.
i 7. 1 have since ascertained from the Tahsildar of Pereacolum that Ellia
. Chotty is a man of notoriously bad character as an extortionist, his practice being <
to th;eaten respectable individuals with shameful charges unless they will consent
to pay him to keep quiet. He has f'rfaque.ntly been brought before the Tuhsildar
charged with these offences; and the lahsildar has only recently fined the Chetty

in the sum of Rupees 70 for extortion in a case of the kind mentioned.

Oiiper THEREON; 14th November 1873, No. 2,767,

,“No. 205.2
>~ '_\_‘____ - - His Excenrexcy the Governor in
ESTABLISIHMENT, -No. 17, Council is surprised to learn from the
— District Engineer’s. report on a con-

) {ractor’s petition that an Officer of the Public Works Department, of sufficient
¥ gtanding to have been lately promoted to the rank of Executive Kngineor, 4tlrgrade, .
could be found capable of issuing unsigned cheques in payment of bills for work

; erformed, and entering their amounts in his cash book and progress report as
The strange irregularity, to use no harsuer term, displayed in this
fter the unsatisfactory reports of Mr. Hawksworth’s work in the South
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