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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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\ 11th November 1873.
'.; .ﬁr"\\\\: -
e " - T N 3 No. 153, Read the following letter from Colonel C. H. DICKENS, RA.,
) ‘»“‘} Secretary to the vGovernment 9{ India, Public Works Department,
// (Guaranteed Railways,) to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secrctary

to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway,)
dated Simla, 30th September 1873, No. 1,601 G, R.:— -

I ay directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,522, dated 9th
June 1873, forwarding for the sanction of the Governor General in Council a new
' set of Rules and Regulations for the working of the Madras Railway.

2, Therevision of the Regulations of this Railway was first proposed in 1867
in consequence of the existing Regulations not providing adequately for the
L punishment of offences, and again on other occasions, but the Government of India,:

A as explained in the letters noted in the
b Fo LI B, deed gl Decomle 5T margin, e wiablo to sancton any

" » a J new set of Rules until a report wag
submitted showing what changes were desired in the existing Rules, and why those
changes were considercd necessary. It was,however, stated in reply by the Agent
of the Madras Railway that such a report would entail much labour, and that Le
. preferréd to make the best of the existing Rules pending the issue of a new Code

g . for all Indian Railways, the preparation of which was then contemplated.
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3. On further consideration, however, it was thought undesirable to promul-
o gate any new Code of this kind ; and a change was made in the Railway Law, whicl,
gr defined the procedure to be followed in regulating the working of Railways,
Under the Railway Act Amendment Act XXV. of 1871, the Governor General in
Council alone can sanction general Rules and Regulations, but a Railway Company
may make any necessary subsidiary Regulations, and, provided that these do not
contravene any sanctioned General Regulations, they have.the same force and effect
as if they had been sanctioned by the Governor General in Council.
] 4. Under the old law, all Regulations had to be ““allowed” by the Governor
o - General in Council, and the Regulations now in force on the Madras Railway were
. soallowed in 1854, Under the present law, Regulations embodying general prin-
q - t ciples require the sanction of the Governor G.eneral in Council, while Regulations
! regarding the precise way in which those principles are to 'be carried out in practice
. may be made and enforced by each Railway Company without further sanction,

i , 5. The Regulations now submitted for sanction are not thus discriminated,
. , - but deal partly with matters of principle and partly with matters of detail,
. " The Government of India do not consider it desirable that, so far as Guaranteed A
: Railways are concerned, Rules that can be finally dealt with by the Railway T
S i Authorities should receive the sanction of the Governor General in Couneil,
bt ; Which adds nothing to their force, g ! ' ‘
. ' 6. That there is a mixture of principle and detail is evident from 2 perusal
of thd dffaft Reg;xlations; and as™no explanation‘has been given of the objects /‘f*”*.’\
- templated by.the proposed departure from the existing Rules, I am directed ¢ %tz;to, - &

. .that the Government of India dre unablé either to approve the suggested alters+<ys N
) - . . . . ast £ : > - v -
. _or to authorize any new Regulations without a report showing im what ~%a $eefch ~ e

.changes are desiralle, : D P
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applying to trains moving
secured between every two ¢
block system.”  But the Re
to following trains, whicl, are onlv
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sometimes described in Englang,

9. On the Madrag Rail Bt
called the “time table” syster‘:a} 1415 proposed to adopt the system which m

» 83 0pposed to the ¢ line clear’ and ¢ 0
Under the proposed Regulationg pp . . block 5y
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10. In the case of such a train; not running to fixed times, breakiy e down
between two stations, it would under the “block™ system be protected :n botl
sides by the blocking of the scetion of linc between the two stations ; under th:a
“line clear” system it would be protected in front, but would have to depend on its
signals in rear; under the  time table” system it would have to depend on its
signals on both sides.

11. Granting that such a system has been worked for a considerable time on
lines with light traffic, without resulting in an exceptional number of accidents. it
has to be considered whether the system is one which should ’

, in the interests of
the public safety, be now allowed. :

12. Since the time when the existing Regulations were drawn up, mucl

valuable experience in railway working has deen gained, and progress h:’ls : h

made in the elaboration of systems wkich secure the greatest i“:munit feen

. danger. The latest summary of the opinions of the highest authorit ytom
matter will be found in the Report of the Select Committee of the Hous esfon the

on the Regulations of Railways (Prevention of Accidents) Bill, 1873 Zo Lords
careful consideration of the subject, the Government of Ind;a hav:e co,:;tex; ve;y

€ to the
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”—}’roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' 11t November 1873.

13. The time may not have come for the enforcement of the absolute block
a7stem on all the older Indian Railways, if its introduction would be costly, but
it should be kept in view as probable in the future, for no system of working can
be considered satisfactory that does not provide to the utmost for the public safety ;

and the Government of India believe that it hLas been fully established that of -

all the arrangements yet adopted, the  train staff” and * block’ systems alone

effect this. '
14. I am, therefore, directed to request that the Agent of the Madras Rail-
ed that the Governor General in Council cannot
o trains which is embodied in the proposed Rules,
y ” system can be permitted, except by the
ds as are provided by the *‘block” or
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11th November 1873, No. 2,740.

No. 154, ORDER THEREON,

RAILWAY, No. 19. Engineer for Railways with reference to
G. 0., No. 1,251, dated 9th June 1873.
d that the Government of India decline to sanction the

Rules for working trains, or to authorize any new
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request that in the submission of revised proposals
cen matters of principle and detail, the Company
without reference to higher authority any neces-
¢ contravene the general Re “ations.

(True Extract.)
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Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary o Government.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
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