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" has become necessary, and I respect

Proceedings of the Madrax Government, Public Works Department,
8tk November 1873. ’

£ »

No.132. ~ Read the following letter from Captain J. L. L. MORANT, R.E,
District Engineer, Neilgherries, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R-E,’
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund:
4th October 1873, No. 183 :— ‘

InG. 0., No. 1,508, of the 12th May 1868, an estimate, amounting to Rs. 6,450,
was passed for the north branch of the water-supply of Ootacamund. In G. Os.

No. 2,749, of the 16th November 1870, and No. 195, of the 24th January 1871, .

arevised estimate, amounting to Rupees 13,470, wassanctioned for the same ‘work,
And again in G. O., No. 2,227, of the 19th September 1872, a third estimate,
amounting to Rupees 16,260, was approved by Government. At the close of 1872-73
the works according to the last estimate were all satisfactorily completed.

9. In each of the above cases, although the second estimate exceeded the first
by more than 100 per cent., and the third estimfxte exceeded the second by
21 per cent., the explanations furnisked were considered satisfactory.

3. I now much regret to be obliged to lay before you a supplemental estimate

for this work, amounting to Rupees 2,155, or 12 per cent. in excess of the last
I will do my best to explain how this supplemental estimate
; fully hope Government will be pleased to admit

that the reasons now given are as satisfactory as those which accompanied the

sanctioned estimate.

two former revised estimates. A
. 4. When the north branch of the water-supply was completed in March last
according to the last sanctioned estimate, which had been framed upon experience
gained in the completion of the south branch, it was unnexpectedly found that
the open duct for which the estimate alone provided would not retain the water
which passed through it. * It had answered the purpose very well in the south, but
the case was very different in the porth branch. - I then made a yard cut into the
solid Lill side and formed the channel in that, but it still would not act
properly. \ |
The soil materially differed from any met with before, and that part of
the station abounded with herds of straying cattle, which constantly crossed and
recrossed the duct to its perpetual injury. . Every effort was made to stop this evil ;

the cattle were pounded and notices were put up warning trespassers off, but
without sutcessr” There was nothing‘:ﬂ}en to be done but to make another yard
cut into the hill side, and to turf the whole of the outer bank with grass sods so
soon as the cut had been made. This answered the purposé so far. ;

5. Another unexpected evil was also met with. In all our previous channelg
we had never cut catch-drains finding them nof absolutely necessary. ' Conse-
quently none were thought of in any of the estimates previously submitted. But
much of the soil of the north supply channel is loose and porous, and a good deal
of cultivating and ploughing coing on above the channel the supply duct became
incessantly choked with silt, which interfered with its levels to such ap extent ag

" to throw it out of working order, and caused the water to overflow and breach it in

o —— e
ey s———

many parts. It thus became necessary to provide catch-drains which were led
over the pure water duct by means of tarred teakwood troughs, the cost of these

latter being met out of the contingencies of the sanctioned estimate,
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
8tk November 1873.

o

6. Having with considerable anxiety and labour overcome these obstacles
which at one time threatened to render useless all previous labour and expense, I
was met with a third dificulty which was never for a moment anticipated. When

the water reaches the St. Stephen’s Church compound it has to pass under the road

Just outside the gate through 516 fect of iron piping, and issucs close to the

Commissioner’s Office. Owing to the small diameter of this pipo (8 inches) and its
gentle fall (1 in 253) less than one-half of the water which ivas brought down from
Th? reservoir passed throush it, the remainder not only running to waste but
juring the public and private roads alongside the churcheyard wall and flonding
the church compound itself at that spot. Morcover, the half supply of the available
water was icsufficient to keep filled the three filtered cisterns in the bazaar
which the Municipality had constructed at a considerable cost, and to perform the
other offices wkich were expected of it. This obstacle becamo then one that it was

Clefirly very necessary to overcome. It had been quite overlooked in all the other
estimates. It was not feasible to take up the iron piping, which being of cast iron
would have broken in the endeavour to separate the joints. It would also have

:‘OSt something like Rupees 1,600 to lay another line of iron piping. There geemed
ﬂ(;l:efore nothing else to be done than to endeavour to obtain a head of water
sullicient to force the whole of the water received through the long length of small

Piping which already existed. A head of 4 feet was thereforo obtained by

cons i : .
strueting a masonry duct 103 feet long with an escape, ete.
7. MHaving now ex

to be f plained the necessity of these supplemental works, I beg
_ e further allowed to respectfully lay before you the reasons for bringing to 8
satisfactory conclusion the

sanction f north water-supply branch without previously obtaining
f llc 10n for the supplemental estimate, When the last sanctioned estiinate was
ully worked up to I found the channel wo

bevond a certa] . g uld not act. The water would not flow.

ha.d alreagcirbam poiat, being absorbed in the channel, cte. A large sum of money.

fault of mi:e\ 0::de;1_)ler(xld:d (;f“ 1t, but still the work was incomplete (not from any.
h aticd to effect that hich i . i

took me by surpriso, as m for which it had been made. This, of courze,

ing quite different. 1 gave

conclusion that, as the work

was one 50 much and urgent] 1 i
e e 0 much an ﬁ‘-eoy :arg required by the public of QOotacamund, and had
)

the shape of revised estimates) ba?d a8 the subject had already been so often (in
them again and perhaps agaiy ie ore GO\'ernmexxt, it was better before troubling

which gave good promise of succ: thf} matter to try tho best availablo remedy,
: . 53 : $ 1
necessity until g supplementy] esti:nlaxiztcczi{)f o Thing o work of such immediv®

fne“t» the delay of whicl, micht d be prepared and passed by Govern-
mpelled o this course by m° h“crease the difficulties of the position, I was also
had been emplo}-ed o y

c ancing to hay
o.rk for some Iit

n thig
8 ; $ district
* FO{' actln(‘r $0
. S
which 1 bex

e at hand an cxtra subordinate who

etc., and could comy, tle time, knew some of its difficulticss

who wes to leave thi nner satisfactorily complete it, o
, 23 KOOU a8 it waog finished
o ewhat unauthorized
0 ‘pectfully to suby
© Ahe north g ‘

. . 'a L8
Muricinality w! o o
<Yy Who have receiy

. g

: l)’ n the matter thiese are my Teascn

i . ) . :

: tfor your favourable consideration. o
Ve N 1

¥ echeme, 1 may add, has been handed over 1o 5

ed it wi . . .or the
1t without complaiut after carcfully going Over
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' ' *ubli Department,
o odings of the Madras Government, Public Works Dep
Procecdings of - 8th November 1873,

whole of it more than once. It has been in their hands for some two months and
works well.

10. In conclusion, should the above explanations be cofisidered not fnlllly
satisfactory, I beg to be allowed respectfully to requ?st thz}c Colo.nel Fare.well, x:ho
prepared the first estimate, and through whom, as Superintending Engmeir, A ﬁ
other two estimates passed, be directed to go over the Yvhole of the cha:nne .d d
the supplemental works can be then sho.wn to him, .and, if necessary, measured an
checked, and their necessity or otherwise be explained.

P. S.—Copies of all the previous estimates are appended for information.

No. 133 OgDER THEREON, Sth November 1873, No. 2,729.

IIis Excellency the Governor in
Council having fully considered the
explanations furnished by the District

Encineer in this letter is constrained to observe tha:t that ofﬁcef has acted mos.t
‘ . ‘blv in deliberately exceeding sanctioned estlmateSf on his own responsi-
r?p.reh.e mﬂ? YR the case of the cooking stoves at the Wellington Barracks. An
o i mM leam{;’s standing ought fully to have been aware of the pecuniary
officer o.f Q?Ptalfll' : l(l)rhe incurs by such departure from the standing rules of ?he
responsﬂnht.y W(lllc hile the Government are quite willing to admit the superiority
d:;:irtxiz;l;;;:ﬁ;jl out, t.hey aro compelled to seriously caution him against a
of the
similar transgression of rules.

o The excess expenditure of Rupees 2,155 i3 passed, and the District
Eng;;eer will report how he proposes to adjust the outlay.
L

(True Extract.)

CIVIL WORKS, No. 12.

Colonel, R.E,, ~
Secretary to Government.

" To the District Engineer, Neilgherries.

Oficiating Controller of Public Works Accounts, with Supplemental Estimate.

Ezd. S. T. Austio.
Spare Copics
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