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- proposing a change in the present practice o

- the exact amount he requires, but in being

S

"« Proceedings of the Madras Governmenl, Public 1Works Department,
. ~_ 24th October 1873. L L

No. 418. Read the following letter-from T. MOSS, Esq., Officiating Controller
of Public Works Accounts, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary
 to Government, JPublic Works Department, dated Fort St. George, 3rd

.- September 1873, No. 3,445 :— -

_* 1 nave the honour t6 forward herewith, for the orders of Government, copy of
‘s letter, No. 44 of the 23rd ultimo, from the Officiating District Engineer, Ganjam,
f supplying funds fo meet egpenditure .
in the Russelcondah Sub-division of the Berhampore Range. I see no objection

to the arrangement ; indeed, it is one followed in other parts of India, and is, in my
opinion, far more convenient to Sub-divisional Otficers without having the effect of
increasing their powers or giving them command over larger sums. '
By having a cbeq\ie book of his own the Sub-divisional Officer can draw
supplied with cheques from the head-
quarter’s office he must often be obliged to obtain more cash from the treasury
than he really needs at the time. For example, he has to make a payment of, say»
Rupees 15, and to enable him to do this he may have to send a cheque of Rs. 100
to-tho treasury, and if so he would have Rupees 85 in coin, which, in not being
réequired at the time, would perhaps be incoavenient or unsafe to keep. All that
is necessary is for the Rar’ng?a Officer to fix the limit of the Sub-divisional Officer’s
monthly credit at the treasury, informing tho Treasury Oificer of the same. To
allow a credit of, say, a thousand rupees, gives the Sub-divisional Officer no greatef
command over cash than possessed by him in holding three or four cheques from

the Range Officer aggregating 1,000 Rupees. ‘ )

(3]
e

P —————

From Captain H. SMALLEY, R.E., Oficiating District Engincet, Ganjam, to T. MOSS, Esq,
Officiating Controller of Public Works Accounts, dated Chetterpore, 23rd August 1873,

) No. 44.

Tae Officer jn charge, Berhampore.Range, has ‘pointed out to me forcibly, and justly as T

" - conceive, the inconvenience attending the supply of the Russelcondah Sub-division of his range

-+

with funds. He says cheques for large sums have necessarily to be issued to the Sub-division
Officer at present, and that he has\in consequence & large sum in cash to look after, as payments
by cheque for work and materials cannot be made by him direct as in the principal division, so
that a different system is followed in the two parts of the same range. He suggests that the Sab-
division Officer should be supplied with a cheque book, but without any other alteration in the
mode of transacting business between the Sub-division Officer and the Range Officer, the latter
being, as at pregent, responsible for all the accounts in the range. Ile considers the office work of
the Sub-division would not be increased by the adoption of his suggestion. 1 consider the Range
_ Officer’s sugg: stion perfectly feasible, and that it would be a great improvement if carried into
effect. The Range Officer might be left to issue tho minor detailed orders that would be accessi-
" tated by the change. 1 think some change of this sort is required if the Sub-divisional Officer is
to be considered more than a Head Overseer. 'The only other courses open that I see are either
to do away with the sub-division and reform it into a separate range as before, or for the Range
Officer to undertake directly all the payments in thé range, including the sub-division, the Over-

seers in the sub-division accounting dircetly to him and not through the Sub-division Officer, who

would having nothing to do with their accounts beyond periodically examining them. His duties
. would in that case be nearly entirely practical—surveying, estim'ating, measuring up, reporting,
1 confess I am inclined to think that reconstituting Goomsoor as a 3rd or 4th Class Rangze would
be the best plan. It was all very well, when _the Superintending Engincer's head-quarters were
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5 Proceedings Qf the Madras Gorernment, Public IVor&s Department { R j fonh
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“ gome 200 miles off at Dowlaxsbweram for the Oﬁicer in charr'e of Berhampore Ra.nfre to have } : jf; hh e , : v ! 'y )) Y
: control over Goomsoor also, but now that ihe District Engineer is within an easy distance of the } | v e i, ’ P, i I |
latter, the necessity for the Berhampore Range Officer’s control has ceased it seems t6 me, Busi- - ' ‘ o ‘ | f ;
ness would certainly be accelerated if Gcomsoor were an independent range,and the work in : { { g\o N .o ' ' R R o ! ‘ ":
. Berhampore Range would be more closely looked after than it can be at present., There would be ] ; ARG ol ' o . vie L
extra .expense entailed for an Offico Establishment, but against this might be set the saving there § ?j?y @ 3 @' m &u. N . AL B
: should be in the travelling allowance of the Berhampore Range Officer, who now cannot get over - ! Voo s H At ¢ wa "b : JRA
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No. 419. OzpER THEREON, 24th October 1873, No. 2,608. ; e S , T ’ % X
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His Excellenc the Governor in | gj o ‘ , ' a ‘ _
ACCOUNT, No. 31. y ooy SNl , | - % o ,
' - Council has no objection to the use of . i . . ) .
_cheque books by Sub-divisional Officers - i A S Ok '
; for the purpose of drawing from treasuries the funds placed at thelr disposal by - 1 vy, ,@M& :
; . the Range Officers, prov1ded the amounts so placed at the credit of Sub-divisional 'f i R P R
i Officers are carefully limited to the probable requirement of the sub-divisions é ; ‘ ?
: during each month, and provided also that, on reference to the Revenue Depart- ‘ N PO P . t 3
g ment, no objection is raised on the score of i mconvemence caused to the taluq 7; QS " ]
accounts by the proposed arrangement, ~ . 3 N gl T ; 5
2. It must however be borne in mind that the Range Officer is personally : ) , ) : o,
responsible for all disbursements of cash within his range. And His Excellency | St e ). w“ w.
in Council, in authorizing the above arrangements, des1res that Range Officers shall -4 bl .
themselves make as many payments as they can, and all final payments to petty ! -ng . TRV »
i Contractors for amounts exceeding Rupees 100 mthout exceptlon. - - s Qu \: wru!k} o;t °}, %.l P PPN ; :
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