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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
evin January 1873.

Read the following papers :— : ‘

No. 520. Proceedings of the Revenue Department, dated 11th December 1872, ..

No. 1,663.

Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated 20th November 1872, No. 2,235.°
_From the Acting Collector of the Godavery District, to the Secretary to the Court
of Wards, dated Cocanada, 25th October 1872, No. 336. /
I Bave the honour to refer the Court to the papers noted in the margin.

They relate to the embankment of the

Court's Proceedings, 25th Sept. 1871, No. 4,111, .

Do. g 27th Jige 18;2: Ng. 1:12;_ Godavery at Kesanakurru. According

g;u?£:841§1:0‘1‘;l{1.1872v5g03 11,0?5;-7 o N to the orders contained in the Court’s
1n . .

G. 0., 17th Aug. %?3'72' Nou {’212_ »No.1,224. proceedings, No. 1,825, I have desired

G. 0., 2ud Aug. 1872, No. 1,825, P. W. D. the Sub-Collector to put a stop to the

. Court's P i i ‘
urt's Proceedings, 29th Aug. 1872, No. 1,724, 1 [ cannot find in my office any

Do. 13th Sept. ,, ,, 1,825. )
paper to show that Government built

I have always assumed that it

the embankment along the Proprietary Estates:
the subject, and I do not think

had, and so has every one I have spoken to on
there is any more to show that Government built the
land. Mr. Stuart writing to me says— ,

1, The fact that the embankment now in a ruinous state w
proved, first, by the fact that there is no Zemindar who could have
since it protects Governmeat villages as well
for the small proprietors of that part, and since in going
you in the same words the history of the embankment, an

structed it. L .
«9 The fact that the Zemindars pay by way of peishcush probably as much a3 Government

would take from the lands in cultivation if they were ryotwari, a fact due to the Zemindari
tenures of this district being mostly the remaina of the old renters and not of ancient Zemin-

darie

done it, or would have done it,

through the villages every villager tells

“ 3. That Government holds as ryotwari a considerable part of theisland, which, if the
embankment be put in good order, will greatly improve, but if not, will undoubtedly yield a less
. revenue than it has done during the last 20 years gince the embankment was constructed.

« 4. That the Government are absolutely bound to construct the embankment is a consequence
g from their having constructed the two lines of embankment which enclose
he sea. It is easy to see how the Polaveram island must neces-
garily be ruined by the river embankments above it unless similarly protected itself, for the water
which in & high fresh spread pretty well all over the delta before the construction of the main lines
of the Godavery embankment, being by the embankment confined into the comparatively narrow

necessarily followin
the Godavery from the ghauts to t

space between the embankments,
tion of those banks, and by the banks is led to hurl itself straight on the top of the unfortunate

‘Polaveram island down to the head of which the river embankments continue nearly parallel. I

illustrate the wa
tion of the Polaverani islanders as soon as their protection is allowed to go to ruin.

Westar

Chauls IFhnbankment lne'.

|

Fombankment line .

embankment along its own
as executed by Government is -

as Zemindari villages, and since it is too biga work

d the name of the Collector who con-

rises much higher than it would have done before the construc- -

y in which the Godavery has been converted into a huge squirt for the destruc- -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public’ Works Department,
‘ o 27th January 1873.

- ¢ The floods of the }'iver are:brought down at from 3 to 9 fect abc:ve the Tevel of the )

- by reason of being confined between the embankments, and these are tg be allowed to sh egm; r;:
ever Polaveram island, which is ‘of the same level as the country on the main land at .t§° c'e:x |
and with all the force accumulated by not having been allowed to spread over th h‘-’l‘ er side,
before the river embankment was constructed. Arenot then t ° whole delta as

- Al hose who coustructed the v}
from the ghauts to the sea answerable for the injury done ¢ P o he river banks
"floods 1 o jury 0 Olafvela,m island by the'?Xcessive

2. I think we may assume that Government built the embankment along jts
~own banks, and having done so, I imagine that it was bound to build the ¢ bb llh
ment to protect the Polaveram island from the hix mbank-

: . her floods, whi
. the embankment would cause : not only 50, > » Which the rest of

‘ 0 I'imagine that the G
- day did consider itself bound to build this, and did build it OYerément of that

3. If then they“ built" it from a 'sense of duty,

preéen(‘. to the Zemindars, it would be buf natural
their duty to keep it in repair, -

S 4.‘»- It is trug that I cannot find any positive order of GOVérnrﬂent ‘

subject of repairs to vthis: but yhere 1s some correspondence between the C (;;1 tho “

. and the Civil Engineer, which shows that the river embankment alon ?t eotor
.o length was considered by the District Officers g work, the cost of repaj .g: 8 ;)}m’
~ * should be borne by Government, My, ‘DeButts, the Civil En ineper Ting which
- the Collector in January 1844, observes that the repairs {o thgese ’g"rmng to
should be done in the first instance by Government and the e em ankmgnts
1'ecoxve‘red‘ from‘the diffe):'ent Zemindars, The Colle(’:tor théfl is Ol:-lnt eXpended‘
the amount expended should be paid by the Propriotor of th, K Su_? orders that
estate : but iz October 1845, Mejor Cotton, who was then Cj ,13131 eswarapuram
to the Collector in the following terms:— - - 1vil Engineer, wrote
 *‘ With respect to the money expended on the ot
these works are constructed for the general protoct]
on that side of the river which in this case contaip
- of those lying along the line of the embankment o
" be manifestly unjust to make these few bear the
=~ of & great number, and o this zround about gpe.
©demanded, but fgrthei-“th§ villages on th'ehl):;:xkte:;hthoi i?:ei“m ;
. embankments, ‘andﬁndeed in‘ gsome of them the inhabi t_ants Emrc;re :
- they often suffer from the floods, yet being all on & hicher tevel tg’ wished f.or them, for though
.they are much sooner relieved, and again, on N than the villages Lehing them
sediment from the water. They therefore shoyld ) 6 are considetably b ;
 they form one-tenth of the number, probably ¢

. for ﬂ‘l;'ﬂ’l‘ igoul)'t:ly . g Again, in‘this case uot only should the Proprieto

k mc:nt © called upon to pay, but also those of all other villages benefiteg along the enhapk.

. adjust the proportion.of each would be almost 5y endless t;sk 1ted by these works, and as t,
- justly clfum_cd 18 80 small, asinstead of maidng the rive)r“viua”* a; tI}e;total a

the special mteresi;;‘qf Goyepnment,th&t they should be in evér’-"es 1snkg th

. and preserve them.( I am of opini_on‘that On no account whgt“’ﬂ)’ €ngouraged to wat

uponnthem for a portion of the money expended, but on the c: vtel‘ should any g

‘?hat if at any time they execute any rerairs themselves, which n rary,tha.t they g

) tl_le'Gove.rn:pent servants to have bgen Decessary, the mozey ur;?(n exanination

. the mha‘bn,ts,nta} who are on the spot thyg encouraged to d Y Would be repaig ¢, them,' 7
+ 50 that shen the embankments are iq g, ™7 10 G0 any small repg; + To have

and not merely by way of a
that they should consider it

ver embankment, 4
on of the whole
8 perhaps 250 yil}

3 to be obseryeq that
tract of delty country Jyiny
ages and net for the benefit

24, anq therefore it would

one-twentieth woulq be

) ey ‘ nger, what €paIrs thef ypa
"+ breaches may be executed, would be g great pbinta ool be done ap g, momoni b; e
. ‘ :; LT T SRk ) S ‘7 tis the gfeﬁ§estm1stnv~ 0 YTrevent
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
27th January 1873.

ments a burthen to these villages, upon which we are most dependent .for th'exr being ?rrese;)vei
from being breached. Thus, in this very village, I found in my late inspection °f: th;r“erbaﬁt-
that the proprietor had repaired a very extcnsive breach which had been formed in ; e e:; e
ment by a flood of last year, and I purposed when the opportunity oﬂ'erel% of recommen m% t' 3 that
sum so expended should be repaid to him, as indeed it is no more than just as wel'l a3 P: 1 ‘% lor
works which are necessary for the public welfare should be executed at the public cos '.hd °
these circumstances, I beg to recommend that not only should the present demand be wit rawks,
but that in general the river embankments should be considered entirely as ('J‘r‘ov(n-mnem:a :Zen;
executed for the protection of the whole of the delta lands, and that every POBS‘b}? encouragemer
should be given to the inhabitants of villages situated on them to preserve them.

5. It does not appear that the amount demanded from the proprietor was -

collected ; the Collector agreed with Major Ct.)tton, and directed the Fi??;?zl:ui({

¢ take care of the bank along the whole line of the Godaffery, ;}2 mZasufes

regard to the Zemindari as to the Circar villages, to adopt nmnhe x; :f oo

wherever a breach may oceur, and to spend such sums under the hea ;

ent” as they may find necessary.” . . |

: 6. In};. let};er written in January 1850, the Collector 1n repléy toa:.ltittte)l(; ‘

from the Sub-Collector, asking whether a part o.f the en‘l‘ba;:kmex;mn\lzme;]ts "

repaired by Government or by tho Zemindar, said tha(; the eezit a

the Godavery are now kept up exclusively at the cost of overnment. .
7. There are instances in which other parts of the embankment have ‘
i ense of Government. ‘ B

repm;f}d ?Jte:f;:l};p all this was done by the district author-itiesi;bar;d.ta:nlu :ta;;:

before said, I can find no order of Governm?nt on the sublj.ect, ku‘ i must be

remembered that at the time I have been referring to, the public works we

L 4

“the charce of the Collector, and therefore whether he was right or wrong in
he charg

1 ‘ f these repairs, he would be con-
idering Government liable to the expense o : c
©? nSId(;ﬂtngbe speaking with sufficient authority when he gave the§§ orders, andII
:;qe;;e't . uld Eot beogood policy, just at this time, when the repairs are urgently
ink it wo n the

needed, to say that the Collector was Wrong.

: indari ; > several Govern-.
9. DPolaveram island is not entirely Zemindari; there are seve A

at villages on it; the embankment is a protection to them as ngl as to the
me ey , -

Zemindari lands. : ‘ . » et TN
Ao Thus, then, referring to paragraph 5 of the Chief Engineer's memorau
'Y et . ark that Mr. Happell’s statement does not rest on his own
" Po 1 island is not all Zemindari, and that there is record’ to

2

dum, I must 1
authority ; the Polaveral

how that expenditure would have been incurred if it had been required. "I there- -
show tha

f o to the conclusion that Government ought not only to pay a share of tpe 7
ore cam ~ : ,

cost, but to pay the whole cost.

11. But whether Government pays anything or nothing towards the repairs, :
. Bu ]

is to be washed away, and as"
:od out, unless the island be allowed to , and
they must b'e cirn:gsznt,under the management of the Court of Wards, I think
e e ent ked to direct the Public Works Department to

t might be as 5 ‘
thz;t ?Y::I}]lz;?repai:s’ without waiting for the question of payment to be settled
underta

f I think that such wo ks in nindari estates under the Court of Wards

i . works in Zemindari estates der h ds
hmt‘ 1d b: k:xecutedtbs the Public Works Department, as much as ‘W(orks on which
- shou M 1 on s

e

v wl 0 T
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. ing the condition of all the estates under
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Pr“bceedings‘ of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
< . 27th January 1873.

K

,G?vzzmélent sp'em(ils its 7ow1‘1 money ; at a.ll.évents, the officers of that departmen t
might ,be required fo give what assistance they can instea d st
anything to do with it. o y oA of declining to have

12. ‘_{Thg?e‘ is another point that I would remark on : it seems that the fa;t of
th? wo.rk requiring very carefl}l investigation is considered sufficient reason for it
being indefinitely postponed. The estimate was framed, and it was rejectedrn1 Z

’ 0

becanse the work was considered 3
oeepmeel. | unnecessary, but because it had not been properly

-"13. - Under those circumstances, I shoul : A ‘
- Co ) uld have thoucht that . ,
Engineer might have taken speedy measures for hEWing; at the Superintending

but I am not aware that anything has been done at all

proper estimate prepared,

~ 14. 'T would ask the Board to v . ﬁ
as 500D a8 possible. The estate reii;f:::;:;}jl::; :; 1;;1;39 nt(k:ese Spaus carried out
_ me'nt, it may have to be given up before these repairs are don:r 0 ; y under manage-
qu.xckly. I do not know of an estate that has notimproved d’“t_‘ ess tbey' are doPe
being under management, andit would be a pity to allo th‘{rm'g the.tlme of its
remain as & blot on our administration, - W this single instance to

15, 1 will send shertly the acco
s - ‘ count of the expense incurred
- 16, I should mention that on the date of the Court’s Proce dl.)y Mr.T Stoart.
September 13th, the Godavery freshes were not at an end eedings, No. 1,825,

.Tms“ letter will be submitted to Govern
considerable standipg, the facts of the casem

i ment, and s the correspondence is of
present stage.

ay be conveniently recapitulated at the

..2. Two perma st lead mctedn. s
‘ Permanentlyﬁsettled estates in the Godavery District, Kapil A
, . y Kapileswarapur
Board . of Revenue, as Court of Wardsa Minor, are under the management of the

T . T
15,000 Rupees. " In the Court’s Procceding, 11\1; rent-roll of each estate is about
e o

their
sanakurr
epeated loss of their cro

s owing to th -
looton, ut.” Further information being

m tem .
asrepairab porary ch‘“gcpf the distriet, .

Rupees 11,000 were due from the Ke
_defat.ﬂters‘was . oceasioned by the r
repair of the. ngighbouring Godave

charge, it was observed that  about

, | ?}necr that an estimats of Rup
5th September ° ad been made for the work and that the

~1871. .- RS
| 8ame would be put in hand this season.” .

“

R . ' -7 o h ' ;Th “ 1 i 1.
U o Court being satisfied, ordered this -

report to be recorded, -

S . Y . tment Public 8 i "

:‘Iil'oceeding& No. 677, da.t'éd‘ 20th Aprii 187"0 ' Works iu the matter, the

- ,~ . e - 0 . .

might bo Vernment with a further expression

, and gs 11 provided for the work et an carly date.
' Wie season was drawing to 8 close aad the

- . .- c 7 M ) -
Lo - - - 5 - - ‘ - -

0. 1,622 of 19th April 187 1, review- |

uryots, and that the poverty of these - -

ees 22,000

»

B a representation from tha Collector that - |

€258 Wag arai -
3 again Lrought to the notice of -

f

Eom,

. B ,..«.,,r».!..,-M,A-n’,mvr,y":j".w}‘?,l‘.‘ﬂ" T T oo e T

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
27th January 1873.

freshes of the river would prove highly disastrous to the estate in its present
unsceured condition, the Collectorat his own earnest request was authorized by the
Court to commence the repairs with the funds of the Minor. This Order, dated
97th June last, No. 1,125, was duly com-
municated to Government, who desired
the Courtto report ¢ the amount debitablo to Government, so soon as they were ina
position to do s0.”

G. 0., No. 1,032, dated 4th July 1872.

4, Matters being at this stage, an Order of Government was r;ce(i}ved}

oy forwarding a Memorandum by the hie
G.0, D. P W, 2ud August 1872, No. 1,62 }:'.ngineer.z= He stated on the authority
of "departmental reports from the Superintending Engineer and other officers, that
the promise held out to the Collector by the Executive Engineer was not that the
work would be carried out ti/s season, but arother season; that the estimate'Of
Rupees 22,000 specified by the Collector Liad been at once rejected by the Superin-
tending Engineer, as proceeding from an incompetent subordinate and based on
insufficient data; finally, that the lands and villages in danger formed portion of a
lanka or island in the river which was entircly Zemindari; and that ¢ it did not
therefore appear how any portion of the charge to bo incurred would fall on Govern-
ment,” especially as no record could be found of any public expenditure in the

official accounts of the Exccutive Engincer of the Range on these embankments.

5. In view of these statements, the Government awaited further explanation.
Meanwhile the Court of Wards had
advanced the Collector as much as
Rupces 10,000 from the funds of the estate, in expectation of a reimbursement from

G. 0., No. 1,212, 17th August 1872,

Government, and on the understanding that the work would be carried out under

professional supervision. The Collector subsequiantl?r r?porting that the Superin-
tending Engincer would have nothiug. to do with it in the .absence of proper
surveys and levels, the Court directed him to stop the works without delay. This

_ wasinthemiddleof September,a period
Proceedings, No. 1,823, 13th September 1872 by which the Godavery | freshes are

nearly at an end, and when therefore no pressing necd for cqmpleting the work
could exist. '

6. This brings the correspondence down to the Collector’s letter recorded
at the head of these Procoedings. In the opini‘on of the Court of Wards, it con-
clusively disposes of the greater part of the objections started })y the Chief Engi-
neer in his letter referred to above. The island of Polarum is by no means all
Zemindari; the Government has extensive ryotwari la_nds adjacent to the Zemin-
dari villages, and they, will prosper of dgcay acco.rdu}g as the embankment is
maintained in good order or the reverse. The obligation of the Government to
repair—putting aside all tradition that the work was originally constructed by

Government—is contended for: firstly, because they undoubtedly built the main M

Jines of the Godavery embankment, by which the river *is (as it were) converted
into a huge squirt for the destruction of the Polaveram islanders;” secondly,
because upwards of a quarter of a century ago it was decided by Major, now Sir
Arthur Cotton, (the extract from whose letter deserves attentive consideration,)
that the outlay is a just demand on the public purse, and that it would be most.
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Proceedings of the

Madras G;werm ’
ment, I ’W
2Uth Ja"”“"?/y]B';g. Works Department,

impolitic to press any other view of

. . tl . '
that this doctrine has been universal 16 case; and IaSﬂY ’

ly recognized by the dbief*{u% it can’he shown
S e
tton to Yery recent t riet authoritios from

7. In these circumstance imes, -
. s, the Co :
Engineer may be directed to' mak it of Wards truyg gy

e delay,
Y the Supering Yo IF the wory executed

e miy ultimate
k for any refuad

work may be sanctioned with the | T
‘ east an
_ by the Collector shall be pronounced b el
referencc—} to the plan of operations L
Wards will not of course ag

‘ u
at the cost of the estate, Pon, the Coyyrt of

3 .
hey have incurred

of the eXpensoes

) ‘.\h\
‘Miscellancous. Thesg Procoed;
» T —! - the maggy g, 2 vor 183, which jlace
Works for early consideration and or detransferred to- i Y Cle?lrhoht’ will Lo

s, tue De

(True Lixtract, )
(Sigacd) p |
' Foe AR ‘
) £ . ICH 4
JS'ecrem &DL,
S 7Y 0 Coverngyeny.

No. 52L. From the Acting Suberinéendi
. Acting Chief Engineer for Irrinﬁtioﬁng
Public Works Department, - dateq f;ﬁ
‘No. 1,271, B

* " ADVERTING to your letter of the 13¢

Engineer 1s

d Joi ’
Jomt Secret
owlaishweram
]

t Divisi‘
on t
ATV 10 Gopopn . 10

0vernme
rd nt,

Lo July 1872,
b June 1g79

1C of letter ‘No 212 -d ted 20  to forw d’NO' 105, hay th .

opy © t 0. , date th J ard g e

1872, from Executive Engineer, No, 1 Ran‘:;? " Engincey i letter from the ¢ honour
- Godavery. : . Ch&rge No. 1 Xecutive

" 1Copy of letter No. 103, dated 10th June oY District, g, o ! Range, Gogy

1872, from the Collector, and - Captain ation he ’ hing g])
. Hasted’s reply.. © records alr;:;s be 1o g
. - ) ]

‘ : . . to ﬁnd
Exccutive Engineer so much in favour of the W ‘kany
have been ; in fact, as Captain Iasted had neye
ram island, he could only hope it might he don

Tubte to .
! Tegret tg 4 find in his
Where th

a3 B'[r. II&

. Ppe
i f:ound 1 neCOSSZ \ declareg b
€ 1n g9

0 vig: ‘
.~ .9, Thereis noth.ing to show that the Govern ine Otherv S‘eas%.vlsl't Polgye.
expenditure in protecting this island. - This islang i:;n °nt had ‘eyey . L
of course an attempt is mada to saddle the Gover 8 Zewming eiri, . curred gp.
preserving it, a very common practice in thig distrir;zlent with

©potorious for their waste and negligence. -~ ©

g X :

- 3. Lamsorry t<? find you consider I have not enteri . | L 8 ar‘e

" a3 the Executive Engineer might have done, by o h:ed into the »
¢

; Tiattey
charge and had many ?ther duties to attend to, and 5 i ::ir as fy]]
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public IWorks Departiment,
27th January 1873.

4. If the villages you mention arc to be protected at Government expense, 1
will have the cstimates prepared after the necessary levels have been taken.

5. As regards the estimate of Rupees 22,000, mentioned in paragraph 2 of
Captain Mead’s letter, No. 212 of the 26th June last, I have only to observe this
estimate has not been approved of or countersigned by me, and when sent to me,
I rejected it at once, as I know it had been prepared on insufficient data and by an

incompetent man.

-~
¢

From the Executive Engineer in cbarge No. 1 or Fastern Delta Range, Godavery District, to
the Superintending Engineer, 1st Division, dated Dowlaishweram, 26th June 1872,

No. 212.

Ix reply to your meworandum, No. 1,120, forwarding Captain Oakes’ letter® regarding the
question of embanking Polaveram island, I have

» 3 " N -
‘d,‘f;’?;g{h”gg;fg;};{;f: fgﬁ:‘;gﬂ;‘:‘eg‘ Wards, Xo. 411, th¢ honour to forward copy of letter, No. 103,
; dated 10th June 1871, from the Cellector, and

Captain Hasted’s reply, and excepting the opinion that partial repairs were uscless and that the

only thing to do was to thoroughly embank the island he docs nct express any views at all.
2. The estimate for Rupees 22,000 was made by a Delta Superintendent without survey or

L2

levels.
3. From the above I think I may say that Captain ITasted did not, as supposed by Captain

O,
Oakes, go ** carcfully into the matter,” and that 3r. Happell in his letter No. 308, dated 30th

August, is wrong in considering (as he appears to have done) that Captain Ifasted expressed an
opinion that the Godavery bauk here ** has to be repaired exclusively by Government.”

4. With regard to the 3rd paragraph, 1 beg to report that the north back of the Gontamy
Godavery and south bank of the stream which forms the Polaveram island are both embanked,

and also that T am iuformed that the Gontamy Godavery has in places a small bank, which I
. believe* has been thrown up by the people and

* On tho south side: not done at Government cost. I beg also to

remark th
these banks.

From the Collector of the Godavery District, to the Exccutive Engineer, No. 1 Range, Godavery,
dated Cocanada, 10th June 1872, No. 103. .
of an Arzi from the Tahsildar of Amalapoor regarding

I mave the honour to forward copy :  Tah
k at certain villages in Kesevakurroo Estate, and request

certain breaches caused to the river ban
that you will order the neccssary repairs to

early date.

From the Executive Engineer, No. 1 Range, Godavery, to the Collector of the Godavery District,
dated Dowlaishweram, 17th June 1872, No. 60.

Wira refcrenc‘:a to your letter No. 103, dated 10th instant, forwarding’copy of an Arzi from
the Tahsildar of Amalapoor, I have the honour to inform you that partial repairs to the river bank
river water can turn any short bank. An estimate for Rupees 22,000

appear to be uscless, as the
leting the bank on the Polaveram Island, and it is hoped that this may

has been prepared for comp
be put in hand another season.

No. 8.
No. 521a. Note by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

TrERE appear to me to be several points connected with the embankment and
protection of the Polaveram Island, near the mouth of the Godavery, which should

at in my office records I can find no record of any expenditure of Government money on

be made to them so as to protect the villages at an’
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protective works fo th iShn:ie;)e they will not be liable to be nndonnlilne‘lﬁ mld
action on the opposite } anks mbst be designed & ‘ "
o Pposite banks of these brancles of tie G TIO ot to wet up wellex
- 2ndly—It secms requis; Ry ooavery.
e ab 8 equisite that ¢}
~ ryotwari lands, respect v tue areas of the Zemindars
e ey s’h OulI(Ji lc; we-ly3 of the island, with the yec mindari am-i Government
Lenved should be distinetly stated. Notl evenues or peisheush there-
.G. 0, ‘Tevenuo Depart N - lette ng definite is given in Mr, Foster’s
1872, No. ],663.p ment‘: 11th De(’embgr N £ er Of-the Qsth Octo})ér ]ﬂSt, nnd thc
A T ll\l:uormitlon given in Mr, Stuart’s letter,
gepm?m‘”}“, 17th August 1879, No. 1 010, - 182, dth June 1872, G. 0., Revenue
oes not give particulars for the y>iey 8ppears to relate to only one cstate, and

- but on this wi . Portions on the maj . >
c‘zllarge aésa:m dtepend, if not the decision of ‘(?}:iam fand and island respectively,
r ernr
o oy o tho fund from whic, it g, Goperen
’ penciture is to be provided for Undur ;T'irnment pr
’ T all the ¢ircy

come fo be fully understood, the Government - .
Y Do me o may decid

.frorfx %tate fur}ds, but it b an
delntau?e to the Agricultupg] Ordinarf7 neccstsarﬂy fol
: , : L grant,

who is to bear the
ovide for the out-
mstances, when these
‘ @ to carry out the works
«0ws that the cost would be

been done to the embankme

" . Nothing appears to have
was bmlt, and if these embankme ¢ ince thecG}:(? - amicut”
‘the case, under a Colleetor nis wer avery

€ constryc .
» Whose namg § ructed, as Mr, Stuart thinks was

8 well & . .
¥ were carriod | nown but not given, i% may bo

stances, and from w . o -
h 2, n what funds, It is quit ut., at what cost, under what ¢ircum-
ave paid for them, thoueh t},q quite possible that iy, Zemt . .
matier. ‘ H10uZh the Collete e Zemindari estates may

T may hg
4y hay . .
. ¥ have been the moving power in the

3. The sketéh‘ oiven : L e
‘ ‘ 1 in parae S
hardly a correct not‘b PATagraph 4 of Mr, Seiges: :
;zlb(;i]t}-)e “rCunstances of 'tgiuia? S;ettep to Mr. Foster gives
inj Ing of the highas v sland.  Itinay s8ibl
injured Polaveram, bug the latater islz}: %ghér Part of the Godavell‘x?ix;e;gpfsz;ﬂ;r
nea:r the - % R

likelihood, the increase in th:

i ” ) n th 1ok mout‘ i g

. of its ihebitenty bt py ii height of b fro h of the river that, in sll
7 1

51105 iS but .yt
‘anicut has, among other thi, 2l worso than § s?‘:", mld'rt;h : éon;ht‘on
freshes, I am not awg ars. e Godavery.
re w
_ branch than bef, sy
- branches being Sre(;ezgz;: certainly Prevented th’ Jless, water down this
l=] -3
Dowlaishweram, - + 83 m}lch “Ponih(im?h;r%e of the several
S S “ae sand banksat and above

¢

e

= anin fOI‘Iner

b -

- v . N ~
b Hesosigens Th F ' T o e . P T . L [

e A s

e ™

Mr. Foster’s letter -

A

—— ? P -

hn ey g e ww o

POV

o

i

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depurtment,
27th January 1873.

4. If tho latter part of paragraph 2 of Mr. Foster’s letter be correct, there
should bo no difficulty in producing evidence of its correctness. The Collector of
Mr. Stuart’s paragraph 1, when his name and the time of his Cullectorate are stated,
will possibly show whether Polaveram was embanked before or since the upper
parts of the delta were protected. |

5. The circumstances under which the embankments, referred to in tho

extracts given in paragraph 4 of the Acting Collector’s letter, were constructed
=4 the public expense were, it appears to me, almost exactly the opposite to those
cf Polaveram ; but on this point a more definite idea will be practicable when the
- veas of Zemiudari and Government Janls in the island are known. 1t may further ,
e remarked that, until the deltas were intersceted in all directions by artificiol
_irigation canals, the overflow of the river was of Jess consequence. Ior the pro-
‘. stion of Government property embankments became necessary and were properly
- -id for out of public money, although, in so doing, Zemindars derived some benefit.
" | Polaveram the casc is altogether different; it is unconnceted with the auvicut
.i1igation, and, as I have been informed, though on this point definite information
¢ ,m the Revenue Officers would be valuable, there is not a sufficient demand for
. ..ter to warrant the cxpense of taking a channel across by an aqueduct from the
~central delta.

6. The history of the estimate of Rupees 22,000 is as follows:— On the l‘(?th‘
o une 1871, in letter No. 103, the Collector, Mr. Fraser, wrote to the LExccutive |
I3 gineer, Captain Ilasted, forwarding a copy of an f&rzi fro:n the Tithb'il‘dar of .
& -ilapore ¢ regarding certain breaches caused to the river bank at certam‘\‘xllages
\.. Kesevakurroo estate,” and requesting him * to order the necessary repairs to bo
. Je to them,” and, in reply, Captain Hasted intimated “ that partial repairs to the
¢ ver bank” appeared * to be useless as the river water can ’nfrn any short bank.
v estimate for Rupees 22,000 has been prepared for coz.npknng the Lank on the
;" laveram Island, and it is hoped that this may b.e put in hand anofher scason..”
'v'..¢ Superintendivg Engincer very properly ceclined to. spprove of a large esti-
.+ -.te which had been prepared without levels by a subordinate who had been sent
. wn in connection with a supposed trifling worl.c, and who found thata great -du?l
.15t be spent if any good were to result. It is to Le x:ogrett.ed tliat a reliubie
. -*imate could not have been substituted at once by the Exccutive Lngineer, b’:lt
1.t ofticer has had more than enough on bis hands, m.xd the. w?rk t.o bi) done in
+* laveram was not apparently emergent, however (?efxf’able Ift.ltself. Polaveram
<-uld scem to be situated somewhat simrilarly to Diviin the Kistna ; thereto thut
ould beinjurious, while to admit them to just the desired
. =tent, and no more, is not an casy matter t(f arrange. If all Polaveram would
.« » anicat water, floods might be shut out entm.)ly, but pro-bably on the average
;. people find, or think, they are better off without a reliable supply coupled

¢t flood waters entirely W

-

+..ih a water-rate.
ent St, (GEORGE,
7% January 1873.

.
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J. MULLINS, Licut.-Coloncl, R.E.,

(Signed)
. Clief Enginecr for Irrigation.

ORDER TIEREON, 27th January 1873, No. 254.

G. 0., Revenue Deparzment, No.
1,663, of the 11th December 1872, and
“the Note by the Clief Engineer for Irri-

IRRIGATION, No. 47.
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gation will be communicated to the District Engineer, Godaver
arrange to ascertain what can be done for th ’ -
and at what cost, submitting

who will at once

- d
. e eficctual protection of Polaveram,
plans and estimates.

2. The Board of Revenue will also
as to the extent of Zemindari and Gove
as to the history of the embankments
on t!}e island. The name of the Coll;
of his ?mployment in the district, ma
of use in enabling the'GovernmeI,lt t

Le requested to obtain defiuite in formation
rnuent interests involved ; and, if possible,
such as they are, which are to be found now
ctor referred to by Mr, Stuart, and the date
y possibly lead to discoveries which will be

. o decid : .
ing out such work, s m e from what funds the expense of carry

execation of the work n

ay be shown to be neceszary, should be met, but the actual
eed not Le delayed thereby.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. J. SMITH, Captain, R.E.,
Offciating Under Seeretary to Gorernmnent.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
11t December 1872. ’

No. 65.
November 1872, No. 2,235:— ° .
Read the following letter from W. S. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of the
Godavery District, to the Secretary to the Court of Wards, dated Coca-

nada, 25th October 1872, No. 336:— o )
I nave the honour to refer the Court to the papers noted in the margin.

Court's Proceedi . They relate to the embankment of the
urt's Proceedings, 25th Sept. 1871, No. 4,111, Godavery at Kesanakurru. Accor ding

" Do. 27th June 1872, No.1,125. N . ‘ Sy
G. 0., 4tb July 1872, No. 1,032. to the orders contained in the Courts

Court’s Proceedings, 5th July 1872, No. 1,22%.  pryeeedines, No. 1 825, I havo desired -
o> . Ay ; '

G. 0. 17th Aug. 1872, No. 1,212,

@. 0., 2nd Aug. 1872, No, 1,825, P.W.D.  the Sub-Collector to put a stop to the

Court’s Proccedings, 29th Aug. 1872, No. 1,724, o1k T cannot find in my office any

Do, ’ 13th Sept. 1872, No. 1,825. - .
P paper to show that Government built

the embankment along the Proprietary Estates: I have always assumed that it
“had, and so has every one I have spoken to on the subject, and I do not think
there is any more to show that Government built the embankment along its own ;

land. Mr. Stuart writing to me says— : o

1., The fact that the embankment now in & ruinous state was executed by Government is
proved first by the fact that there i3 no Zemindar who could have dor‘xe‘it. or w?uld have done it,
since it protects Government villages as well as Zemindari villages, and since it is too big a

work for the small proprietors of that part, and since in going through the villages every villager -
tells you in the same words the history of the embankment, and the name of the Collector who -

constructed it. .

Lo

Read the following Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated 20th -

9. The fact that the Zemindars pay by way of peishcush probably as much a3 Government

would take from the lands in cultivation if they were ryotwari, a fact due to the Zemindari
tenures of this district being mostly the remains.of the old renters and not of ancient

Zemindaries.
3. That Governmenth

embankment be put in good order, will greatly improve, but if not, will. undoubtedly yield a

the last 20 years since tho embankment was constructed.’

«t 4, That the Government are absolutely bound to construct the embankment is a consequence

necessarily following from their baving cons
the Godavery from the ghauts to the sea.

necessarily be ruined by
the water which in a high
of the' main lines of the Go

i w space be
comparatively narrow SP f those banks, and by the banks is led to hurl itself straight on

done before the construction o , ) finad ‘
the top of the unfortunate Polaveram island down to the head of which the river embankments
continue mnearly parallel. I illustrate the way in which the Godavery has been converted inte

a huge squirt for the destruction o
allowed to go to ruin.

It is easy tosee how the Polaveram island must

fresh spread pretty well all over the delta before the construction

[

tructed the two lines of embankment which enclose .

davery embankment, being by the embankment confined into the '
tween the embankments, rises much higher than it would have * .

f the Polaveram islanders as soon as their protection is’
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olds as ryétwari a considerable part of the island, which, if the -
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Repenug_Departmenl,
11t/ December 1872, ‘

1t is the greatest mistake to make the embankments a burthen to these villages, upon which we
are most dependent for their being preserved from being breached. Thus, in this very village,
1 found in my late inspection of the river bank that the proprietor had repaired & very extensive
breach which had been formed in the embankment by a flood of last year, and I purposed .when
the opportunity offered of recommending that the sum so expended should be repaid to kim, as
indeed it is no more than just as well as politic that works which are necessary for the public
welfare should be executed at the public cost. Under these circumstances, I beg to recommend
that not only should the present demand be withdrawn, but that in general the river embank-
ments should be considered entirely as Government works executed for the protection of the whole
of the dclta lands and that every possible encouragement should be given to the inhabitants of
villages situated on them to preserve them.” ‘ .

5. It docs not appear that the amount demanded from the proprie'tor was
collected ; the Collector agreed with Major Cotton, and directed the Talsildars to

“ take care of the bank along the whole line of the Godavery, showing equal '
regard to the Zemindari as to the Circar villages, to adopt immediate measures -

wherever a breach may occur, and to spend such sums under the head of ¢ emer-
gent " s they may find necessary.” ‘ L

6. Ina letter written in January 1830, the Collector in reply to a letter
from the Sub-Collector, asking whether a part of the embankment was to be

repaired by Government or hy the Zemindar, said that ¢ the eu:bankmenté of

the Godavery are now kept up exclusively at the cost of Government.”

7. There are instances in which other parts of the embénkmenp have be‘en

repaired at the expense of Government. . : - o

8. Certainly all this was done by the district anthorities; and as I have
before said, 1 can find no order of Government on the subject; but it must be
remembered that at the time I have been referring to, the public works were under

the charge of the Collector, and therefore whether he was right or wrong in

considerinz Grovernment liable to the expense of these repairs, he would be con- - .
» =] *

sidered to be speaking with sufficient authority when he gave these orders, and 1
think it would not be good policy, just at this time, when the repairs are urgently
necded, to say that the Collector was wrong. . - : ‘

9 ’ Polaveram island is not entirely Zemindari; there are several Govern-
ment villages on it; the
Zemindari lands. .

L
1

. i gineer’s memoran--
10. Thus, then, referring to paragraph 5 of the Chief Engineer’s memoran

dum, I must remark that Mr. Happell’s statement does hot;rest on his own
)

authority ; the Polaveram island is not all Zemindari, and that there is record to -
’ .

show that expenditure would have been incurred if it had been required.” I there-

fore cama to the conclusion that Government ouglit not only to pay a share of the :

.

cost, but to pay the whole cost.

11. But whether Government pays anything or nothing towards the repairs,
the niixst bo c{mﬁied out, unless the island be allowed’ to be washed away, and as,
thgycgtatc is at present under the management of the Court of Wards, I think

that Government might be asked to direct the Public ‘Works Departinéi)t ‘to

undertako theso repairs, without waiting for t}zg question of payment to be settled -+
first. I think that such works in Zemindari estates under the Court of Wards
should be exccuted by tho Public Works Department, as much as wor};s on which . .
Government spends its own money; ab all events, the officers of that department

* {

-

embankment is a protcction to them as well as to the '

L A e

ol s Sead b
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenus Department,
: - 11tk December 1872. .

1

Court to conﬁnence the fepairs with the fumls of the Minor. Tlus order, dated

G. 0., No. 1,032, dated 4ih July 187: municated to Govcrnment who .desired

the Court to report “ the amount debxtable to Government §0 BOOD as- t’.&%ﬁ;&i@l‘e_‘ Ny

, ol
in a position to do so.” | - N

thi £ me“recewed
. Matters being at this stage, an order of Governmen
+ Mt Co ° forwarding a Memorandum’bfr the Chief

G, 0 D. P W., 2ud Au"llst 1872, No. 1,825q Enn-meer, He Stated 011 the authortty

ding
of departmeutal reports from the Supermten ¢ that the
the promise held out to the Collector by the Exccutive Emmeir gyi';sen‘;stlmate of
work would be carricd out tlus geason, but another scasonj tha

d.
Rupees 22,000 specxﬁed by the Collector had been at once re_]ecﬁed by the Superinten

ased on insuffi-.
ing Enf'meer as proceeding from an 1ncompet,ent subordimate and b

ke
cient data; ﬁnally that the lands and villages in danger forn}:ef. Em:t;?{ iitatilere-
‘or island in tho river which was entirely Aemmdam, am?i tha 1 lfqll on Govem-
fore appear how any portion of the charge to be mcutre b\lvouex o ditara in the
ment,” - especially as no record could bo found of any public exp

oﬂicml accounts of the Executive

‘ the G
B 5 I“ view Of these smtements " Meanwhile tho Court of Wards had”

G, 0 No. 1 17bh Au"usb 187 V

‘ | : . : The Collector subsoquently reportmo' that the Saperm‘ ‘

; upervision. ‘
proflehmgﬂ:néet would have nothing to do with ‘it in the absence of proper.
tending Lo

t delay. - Thts
ted him to stap the works withou

surveys and levels the Court dircc m 80 oD e, middlo o Septembe,.’ :
No. 1,825, 13th September 187

cfore no presum aeﬂd for cﬂmpletmo' the

Proceedings

are. nem'ly at an end and when ther

t. L s

ka(icou'll?l ex: gs the correspondence down to the Collect;o; 8 htter recorded
\is brin

at tho head of these Proceedings.

cluawely disposes of the g greater p

neer in his letter referred to above.

art of the objections started by the Chlef Enrn- -
The island of Pola.rum is by no means a.ll

; av according as the embankmcnt 13
4w vilages, and ;he}-dzv;lir P;?:P::v::a:ecfie oblwatwn of the Gf)vernmont to
mﬂmtamcd HNT 11 tradition that the work. was or wmally conatructed by
Pf‘Pau"'“P‘lttm" ide @ d for; firstly, because they undoubtedly built the main

. 'Government—is contendeb 1 S ont, by which the river ¢ s (as it were} converted -
th: nd;qtructxon of the Pohverarn islanders’: secomllsj,,
ter of a century ago it was decided by \Iajar, now Sir..

t from whose - letter “deserves attentwe consxderatxom)
Artlur, Cotton, (10 eXtracd wnd on the. pa’bhc purse, “and that it would be
tlmtt ﬂip?;f::yt;s ps;'ejf a:qycztaet vw v of txe a3z ; aai h;ﬂy, bﬁﬂ&du@ xt can !
moat 1 ) )

"’)

“into a huge squirt for
becauso upwards of a quar

1 ' ”

27th June last, No. 1,125, was duly coms |

Engineer and other officers, that ;

Ln«meer of the Range, 0 on' theso embankments. ”

svernmant awadted further exphmtwn. !

advanced the Collector as much as -

In the opinion of the Court of Wards, it con- - |

nt has extensive. ryotwart lands adja.cent to the Zemin- ‘,“ k_‘

- period by which the Godavery freshes . .. .‘Ii“
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