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=
ST .- Read the following pupers :— e
. No. 108. - Despatch from the Right Hou@urablq' the Secretary of State for India..
" Publi¢ Works. - e S R .[INDIA")FFIC:E, LONDOY,

..-No. 8. S N LU R
your 'Public Works letter No. 3 of 93rd

. ) ‘5},‘{“”TMY“QLORb,-—With reference to 83
S January, and your Revenue letter No. ?\f’f,”?t_hqfebmafy 1873, relative +_the -
2w’ 70 Madras Waterworks Project, 1 transmit he“i‘_ev{rith a copy of a despatch® which I..
N S . - have this day addressed to the Govern-
S --# No. 5% : o :
_ . o _ ’ o . ment of Ind}a on the subject.” -
. o SR e B . Ihave, &e.,, - .
R T . TARGYLL.
- His Excellency the Right Honqurable S - s
o . The Governor in Council, Fort St. George.” . o o

From the Right Honourable the Secretary of S_taté for
able the Governor General of India in Council, dated India Offce, London, 4th June

1873, Public Works, No. 54. - o .

I gAve had before me in Council your Excelleney’s letter No. 34 of tke 26th March 'la'st,)a.nd‘

_ papers therewith transmitted, from which it appears that, in the matter of the Madras Water-
". works Project, »Mr. Thornhill, formerly _Collector of the flis@rict, and Mr. Fraser, Executive Engi-
neer, have both been exonerated from blame, the Madras Government taking upon itself the -

responsibility of having omitted to verify the calculations of the last named officer.

_2. .Under this explanation, the censure which, relying on the representation of the case
¢ to me, 1 had passed on Mr.

Thornbill, is .wigbdra'wn; and the subject mizht be
atement with which the Madras Government have qualified
* their assumption of responsibi < At the time that ths Madras Waterworks

' they observe, “there was no one whose special daty it was to

Project <wgzsA brought‘ forward,’ _ )
examine completely its several bearings, and to take care that all requisite information with
regard both to its engineering and revenue details was duly obtained and reviewed.” [ had

previously been under the impression that the special duty referred to devolved in all cases, not

a whole series of authorities ; on‘the Superintending or other Engineer.
’

N

;- originally mad
- -+ allowed to drop, but for the singular st
lity in regard to it.

" on one person only, but on
in the first instance, by whom the project was prepared ; then on the Chief Engineer and Sccretary

by whom it was placed before the Government; and finally, on all the members of the Government
individually and collectively. If this has not always been tke custom, I trust that it has now
become 80 3 but, if so, I shall be glad to be informed in what precise manner the change has Leen
_ effected, the state of affairs represen@ed as having hithe.to prevailed being any thinz but

it
————

: W. RUNDALL, RE, Deputy Secretary to the
Government of India, Public Works Department, (Irrigation,) to
J. MULLINS, R.E., Joint Secretary to the Govern-

Lieutenant-Colonel
ment of Madras, Public Works Department, (Irrigation Branch,) dated

Lo . Simla, 7th July 1873, No.428 L. . .
S { ax directed to request that, with the permission of His Excellency the-

' Governor in Council, a report may be sukmitted to the Government of India on
the points adverted to in pax;agraph 2 of Sscretary of State’s despateh,® No. 54 of
A e Subject. the -4th ultimo, - copy of which was

 Lroneration from bisme «f Messra Thornhill transmitted to the Government of
: and Fraser in the matter of the Madras Water- 1Madras with despatch from His Grace
2 . ’

© - patisfactory. - - S

A No. 107. .. From Colqhel J.

works Pfojgct- Co : " No. 8, of the same date.
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the Madras Gosernment, Public Works Department, " . >

—— . o ; c . 4thoune 1873. - .

.

India, to His Excellefxc; the Right Honour- Y
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qu. 108. ORDER TH}:REON Sth Septembcr 187’3 No. 2, 2"0 v e
g _ .
e IRRIGATION No. 8 -7 | OPDERED fhat the followma lette()
%, S ¥ be sent P 4
¢ | Here enter No 2, 221 dated sth September 1873. ) e
& c '- o T ('lrue Extract) LT e

(Slgned) G W WALKER COIOne] R.E
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LT e Ooucmmm, 8h Seplember 1873.
- No. 109. - S ' _ |
: S No. 2, 221 ‘ '
Frou
: Cox.oxu. G. W WALKER R. E -
: ) Secretary lo the Government of Madras, :
‘T S : Public Works Department.
o - - -
- Tﬂz SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
: o Public Works Department. ,
1 - , Sm,—I am directed to acknowledga -
| l - ’IRRIGATION’ No. 9. - receipt of ‘your letter, No. 428 T of Tth

July 1873, requesting that a report may

. be submitted to the Government of India on the points adverted to in paragraph 2.

of the Sccretary of State’s Despatch, No. 54 of the 4th June.

-2.. In that paragraph the Secretary of State remarks that ¢ the subJect mlght ‘

be allowed to drop, but for the singular statement with which the Madras Govern-
ment have qualified their assumption of responsibility in regard to it. = ¢ At the time
that the Madras Waterworks Project was brought forward,’ they observe, ¢ there was
no one whose special duty it was to examine completely its several bearings, and
. to take care that all requisite information with regard both to its engineering and

revenue details was duly obtained and reviewed.’ " I had prevmusly been under the

impression that the special duty referred to devolved in all cases, not on one

person only, but on a whole series of authorities; on the Superintending or other . .

- Engineer, in the first instauce, by whom the project was prepared ; then on the
Chief Engineer and Secretary by whom it was placed before the Government ; and
- ﬁnally, on all the members of the Government individually and collectively.”
3. Upon this I am to submit that to say that a particular duty devolved upon
. *“a whole series of authorities” including *all the members of the Government
individually and collectively” is to say that it did not devolve specially upon any
one of those aathorities; and thls is all that the Government of Madras intended
to affirm.

Ll 4 Arrangements have now been made for ensuring a thorough practxcal
- examination of the accuracy and value of the data, on which irrigation projects
. may be recommended for sanction, by the appointment of a Chief Engineer fos
" - Irrigation whose business it is to examine and report fully on all schemes of this
~ kind." The Madras Waterworks Project was sanctioned before this appointment
- - was made, and though several authorities were, in various degrees, responsible that

no matter of importance in connection with the scheme was overlooked, there was
really no one who could devote to it as a whole the time and attentlon necessary
for such a searching examination and personal verification of the data afforded as

" was needful to secure this object, and now renders such mxstakes as occurred in
Lo thls mstance v1rtua11y impossible.

" I have the honour to be,‘
- Sir,

Your most obedlént servant

Colonel, R.E.,

oo SR Secretary to Government.
Ezxd. S. T. Austin. '
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Prbceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorls Department,

- 28th7April 1873, -

N a. “471. Read the foilbwing endorsement of the Officiating Deputy Secretary

. to the Government of India, No. 188-89 I :—

| .Déspatch from the Government of In'dia, Public Works Départment, (Irrigation,)
' to the Secretary of State for India, dated Fort.William, 26th March

1873, No, 31,

WirH reference to paragraph 7 of ybﬁr Grace’s Despatch, No. 33, of the 18th
" April last, we have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s
. Government, copies of the correspondence noted below on the subject of the

erroneous estimate of the anticipated returns from the Madras Water Works
Project. ' ’

4]

2. Your Grace will percive from thése papers that Mr. Thornhill, the Col-
lector of the District, as well as Mr. Fraser, the Executive Engineer, have both been
exonerated from blams in the matter, ths Madras Government taking on itself

the responsibilty of the error in having omitted to verify the calculations of the-

latter Officer.

. - Documents decompanying. o
"1.~From Madras, No. 1,169, dated 7th Augus;
1872, and enclosure, -

2T Madras, No. 768 I, dated 9th September Pros. (Imga.tmn) Sep@ember 1872# N,os' 73,-5. -

1872.- -

3.—From Madras, No. 2,521, dated 25th Octo-
ber 1872, and enclosure,

4.—To Madras, No. 1,0211, dated 28th N ovem-
ber 1872. '

5.-—From.Madras, No. 172 1, dated 18th Janu-

- ary 1873, and enclosure,
Cory forwarded to the Department of Agriculture, Revenue, and Commerece, -
partment, for information.
(Signed) J. W. RUNDALL, Colonel, R.E,
' . Ofg. Dy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

No. 472, OroEx THEREON, 28th April 1873, No. 1,211, ' ‘
- ) " CoMMUNICATED to the Revenue De.
: , _ IRRIGATION, No. 8. partment, the Chief Engineer for Irriga-

. tion, and Mr. Fraser.
. (True Extract.) ) o
(Signod) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E,, |
| B Secretary to Government,

hY

To the Revenue Department. . , ‘ : -

s»_. Chief Engineer for Irrigation,
To Mr. Fraser.

Exd. 8. T, Austin;
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g | Public Works, - ‘ ‘ . .
j No. £z
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.To His Excellency The Right Honourable The Governo
‘ General of India in Council. - '

. - Mr Lok,

"Para. 1. I have had before me in Council your Excellency’s
{ Letter, No. 34, of the 26th March last, and papers therewith transmitted,
4 , . from which it appears that, in the matter of the Madras Waterworks
' Project, Mr. Thornhill, formerly Collector of the District, and Mr. Fra-
ser, Executive Engineer, have both been exonerated from blame, the
Madras Government taking upon itself the responsibility of having
W omitted to verify the calculations of the last-named Officer.
|- o ;\.‘i’f 2. Under this explanation, the censure which, relying on the repre-
} v, , i sentation of the case originally made to me, I had passed on Mr. Thorn-
. LY 33,.‘;{-1 4 hill, is withdrawn ; and the subject might be allowed to drop, but for
J !

e
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/'the singular statement with which the Madras Government have quali-
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s A ;.‘I"“ﬁed their assumption of responsibility in regard to it. ¢ At the time that . |
8 5, LW ) the Madras Waterworks Project was brought forward,” they observe, 3
! i W / o “‘“ ; )}*?' ** there was no one whose special duty it was to examine completely its P
| RN L ? ¢ several bearings, and to take care that all requisite information with H
} [ v gt A4 3 “regard both to its engineering and revenue details was duly obtained 4
: W (bﬂ\l" 50 1% 1 and reviewed.” I had previously been under the impression that the ) !
| YAV AT i .y ispecial duty referred to devolved in all cases, not on one person only, ;-
l\\‘ TR T l(g‘ );}i‘l but on a whole series of authorities; on the Superintending or other ;-
, ‘*‘ﬁ‘ a;'u R Engineer, in the first instance, by whom the project was prepared ; then Ei
Q‘\"‘ \f A% | 1 on the Chief Engineer and Secretary by whom it was placed before the - 5,
Y;J* }& ‘ } Government ; and finally, on all the members of the Government indi- &
i o L e t| vidually and collectively. _If this has not always been the custom, I - P
) N ‘ +© trust that it has now become so; but, if so, I shall be glad to be informed 9
§ . ,"\ = in what precise manner the change has been effected, the state of affairs ﬁf{
¢ 2 BN S e - represented as having hitherto prevailed being anything but satisfactory.’ é‘
14 »

I have the honour to be, -
My Lord,

F / o ,' ) Your Lordship’s m(;st obedient, humble)Servant,‘ i
iy T oo \ 4 -(Signed) . AravLL,
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