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L The books of this office were then completed, and the requisite returns sent for-

I’rocee(lmgs of the Madras Govemment I’ublzc 7 Vor/:.s Depizrtnmzt
sl ,"\';_"'- i{'-l‘. -Bth September 1873. ,-‘
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4 No. 83 Read the followmg letter froxd R. K WILLIAMS Esq . Oﬂicmtmg

: Exammer of Railway Accounts, Lto Colonel G. W, WALKER, R.E.,
L Secretary to Government, Public Works Department dated Madras, 20th
" August 1873, No. 634 —_

i -
1

I HAVE \the honour, w1th reference to G 0., No. 2 Oll of the 13th instant,
to ‘state that the action of this office in not passing the accounts of the Great
Southern of Indla Railway for the half-year ended the 31st December last in the
absence of some “of the Capxtal forms, was founded upon the Order of Govern-
B Government o’;Indxa No. 879 R of the 20th ment, NO' 1,520,% dated the 5th June

May 1871, . 1871, -

2. It may not be out of place for me to explam as brleﬂy as possxble the
“circumstances of the case. : =
8. The order appears to have been ﬁrst applied to the accounts for the hall'-
year ended the 31st December 1871, and caused cousiderable delay with them.
"4, This delay led to Govermnent of India No. 910 G. R., of the 22nd June
1872 in.which an exceptmn was authorized in the case of the accounts of that

 half-year, and it was requested that steps might be taken for the titaely receipt in
future of the requlsxte returns in order that delays mwht be avoided. Aud in the

" Government of Madras ‘Order upon this Jetter, No. 1,602, of the 13th July 1872, -

the Consultmg Engineer was directed to communicate w1th the Agent of the
Company in this view. :The Agent was addressed by the Consulting Engineer
accordingly, and a copy of the letter was endorsed to this office by the Consulting
- Engineer, with a request that ‘it might be borne in mind that the half-yearly
. Revenue Accounts were not to be accepted on the part of Government until the
mformatlon regarding the Cdpnal portion had been recelved and the forms duly

ﬁlled up..
5. On the 24th March a portlon of the accounts for the hal f-year ended 'the -
"31st December last was received from the Agent, with a letter stating that certain
forms had not been received from England, but the cause was not explained, |
6. On the 2nd April the forms required to complete the accounts not having-
come forward, the Agent was mformed that in the absence of them, the avcounts
could not be passed oo \ : .
~7. 'The accounts for the half-year ended the 30th J une 1872 having been
: submltted complete within the prescribed time, it was naturally expected in this

_ office that the partxculars requu'ed to complete the acoounts for December 1872

would come to hand in a few days; but on the 23rd of April nothing havmo- been
heard from the Anrent he was again addressed inquiring when the forms might
" be expected, and urging upon him the desirability of his Board being asked to
"supply the requisité information sufﬁcxently early to prevent similar delays in
future. , The intention of thisinquiry was, if the Agent knew notlung of the forms,
or there was likely to be much further delay, to communicate with the Consulting
Engmeer with a view to the matter being submitted to Government.

°8. On ‘the 24th Apnl however, the forms were recelved from the Avent
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= Proce”?‘nﬁf’rsvof the Madras "Gq vemment Publ ij_%
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' on to the Consultmc' Envmccr for lus swuature. :
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