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Read the following — .

From Captamn IL BAILEY, Acting District Engineer, Malabar, to
H]

Colonel G. W WALKER, R.E , Secretary to Government, Public Work
¢, 9th June 1873, No 59 orks

No 474

Department, dated Calicu

Wit reference to Government Order, No 1,252, of the 2nd ultimo, I have t}
honour to submit the following explanation and trust that 1t will be’wﬁ‘icient{e
satisfactory to enable Gove.nment to exonerate me from the charges of negl y
of duty and carelessness made by Captain Wood 1n his letter, No 22, of ?qect
February 1873. y O 2<nd

2 In September 1871, 1 submitted, for sanction, a plan and estimate f
«Puctimg the Muchitta Bridge at a better site, a sot of the current havnor
waslicd down one of the abutments during the previous monsoon '8

3 The Superintending Engmeer having (as he informed me personally) d
approved of the square Wing walls’ proposed by me, forwarded a revised plan all:(i

estimate for sanction
4 These were sent to me for execu
5 Hadl noticed that the projection of the wing walls as shown on the plan
was not sufficient to support an embankment waith slopes of one to one, I would
have referred the matter to the Superintending Engineer, but as only their length

1s marked on 1t I did not notice it at the time.

6. When at the bridge site in February 1872, I pointed out to Overscer
Mahoney where the new channel for the nullah was to be cut and how the brideo
was to be bult; and when sending ham the copy of the plan (forwarded herethi)
h sketch of the site to refresh his memory
ted the work for the first tune after 1ts commence-
t and wing walls had been built 7 feet lngh , that
ted, and the mew channel for the
bly to the plan and estimate.

recons

tion, and are forwarded herewith

to carry out, made on it a roug

7 In Apnl 1872, I inspec
ment, and found that one abutmen
the excavation for the other was nearly comple
pullah 1o progress, the work being carried out agreea
This was noted 1n my diary for that month

8. My next visit was 11 August when I m
paragraph of Captain Wood’s letter under reply.

g In October 1 agan mspected and measured the work and noted the

quantity of masonry short executed.

10 I would beg to point out that paragraph
On the margin of the copy
y own hand-writing

letter and the copy of the
ng why the Overscel rcould

v

ade the rematk given in the first

4 of Captain Wood's letter
of Overseer Mahoney’s

under reference 13 scarcely fair.
[ copy OE

letter forwarded herewith, thiere 1s the remark 1 m
plan enclosed » | believed that with the Overseer’s
plan, Captain Wood would lLave no difficulty 1 seel

not make the embankment 1ts full haight
alled for, Tgaveall I considercd coald

possibly be required
12. Believing that 1t was onc of the rules o

embankments should have a slope of one to one &
sary to powt o ut {hat as the height of the embankment was 1

{ the department that carthen

¢ least, I did not think it neces-
71 feet, and the

o

.
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P1roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depar tme;;t,
30th July 1873,

Foi.
A

the orders are that expenditure on such works is not to be charged to sub heads of
estimates, but under the headings of materials and labour.

925. Such being the case measurements would not give the check over expen-
diture on such works Captain Wood supposes they would

96 The accounts afford no means of telling what proportion of the expendi-
ture should be charged to materials at site, and without this the working rates

cannot be made out while the work 1s 1n progress
97 Measurements will, however, bo entcred 1n future 1n the station books for

such works

98. If Government consider the budge should be raised to the estimated
height, there 1s almost sufficient balance remaimng unexpended to carry 1t out,
but 1f that weire done there would be no per manent support for the upper part of
the embankment The wing walls will, therefore, have to be raised 5 fect for
their whole length, and for this additional masonry will be required. By tamping
and turfing the embankment could bo got to stand for a time, but Ifind that slopes
of less than one to one will not stand permanently.

29  As reported 1n my lotter, No 789, of 4th November 1872, to the address
of the Superintending Engineer, one flood which has occuried since I joined the

range, would, I believe, reach the beams, 1{1t would not quite cover the bridge.

30 Tlus, however, was such a flood as had never been experienced previously,
e another of the same kind, I do not think the bridge

backw xter fiom the large river which raises thatin
There would, therefure, be no current to do any

and even 1f there should b
would get damaged, as 1613 the
the nullah the bridge 13 over.

wjury
31. The wood-work of the old bridge was about 13 fect lower, and it never

was carried away, it used to get covered with water occasionally and that was
-

all .
32 Captain Wood has it scems to me not acted fairly in the way he has laid

this matter before Government.
33 He states that I forwarded Oveiseer Mahoney’s letter without remark ,

{his I have shown 1n paragraph 11 1s not correct.
34, THe does not let Government know that a copy of the plan had been sent

him
35. He charges me with gross neglect of duty in April, May, June, and July,
when my diaries 1n his office showed that such a charge was quite unfounded.

36. And he leads Government to suppose that Tam responsible for the design,
an in his possession showed 1t was not the case

when the copy of the pl
37 1 have to apologize for the length of this letter, but have thought 1t

better to leave nothing unexplained.

Memorandum by the Chicf Enguneer, Depa tment Public Worls

I mavE to remark on the papers relating to the Muchitta Bridge as follows,

YvYiZ — : .
1st.—That the Superintending Encineer would appear to Lave oveilooked
the entrics 1n the estimate which show that a new channel averaging

rcarly five yards 1n depth was to be cut, in which the bridge was to be

et D — =™
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placed, when :
he is to blame }flc?r Tal:i:t:lted oblique for straight wing walls, and that
SIIOang 1ts proposed sxto passed any plan of a bridge without 3 section
2nd —That the cause allerredeband approaches
Range Officer, for t]]c:} ) dy the Over.seer, and acqatesced in by the
the slope gue; e eduction 1 height f)f the bridge, namely, that
tho embanked aneros .hlng.WdI? was inconsistent with that rc.zquxred for
have been built Il)fa CttGS, is unintelligible, when the bridge 18 found to
involvine Ll cutting nearly five yards deep, and thus appareﬂt]}'
% d —That O g l.t e or no embankment
failure Sit::;hf::lg e ata of offence by 117
Overscer to bu;]d . br::]i u4 ‘I:el)ort of the circuinstances W hich led ‘1\15
statement to that effect 17161 cct Jower than b bt planned ot
s Inspection list, of 11th August, does pot
appear to have been followed up by proper inquiry and report, and the
want of remark in forwarding the Overscer’s explanation, to which
Captain Wood objects, is not compensated for, as Le would have it, by
copy of the plan being inclosed, for, with plan and estimate pefore
him, Captain Wood must have been quite as unable as I am at Pl‘csent
to see any sufficiency mn the Overseer’s reason for reducing the height
?f the bridge, which might.have been built exactly as planned, farlng
intelligible cause to the contrary
4th —Again, though the plan might show Licutenant-Colonel Farewell’> res”
ponsibility for 1t, an error of plan, 1f existent, <hould have bee?
detected by the officer who sent in the original, who hnew the site, 80
who nspected the work when the abutments and wing walls had beeD
rased 7 feet high on one side.  That he did not dete:t 16 T attribute to
there having been none to detect, sceing that the brdge W38 w8
,cutting and not approached by embankments 15} feet high, as ;PPears
to have been imagined by Captain Wood from the plan, (see paragmp_h
8 of hLis first letter with G. O, No. 1,252, of ond May) Captai®
Baley appears to me to have been too easily satisfied with his O7€T
scer’s excuse for taking a most extraordinary liberty with t

he plan sent
for his guidance, and to have failed to apprehend and confess his oWl

rcsl.)onsxbxhty, mcurred by acquiescence in the mistake, to an extent
which created a not unreasonable prejudice against lum in the mind ©
lus District Engimeer to whom he was personally unknown.
oo Tee 1878 (Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Colonc, B
Y o Chlff EnngCr'
No. 475 0
a RDIR THEREON, 9
; 30th July 1873, No 1,912
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
30¢h July 1873. -

puilding it 4 feet lower than it was planned is not likely to lead to its destrucs
tion, or render 1t useless even in excessive floods, there being no current except
de and consequently cease to be in contact with 1ts timbers

when they begin to rece
as they are floods of the adjacent river, notof the jungle stream itself, and the
former bridge timbers 1} feet less in height were never carnied away.

9. In their former order the Government indirectly absolved Captain Bailey

from the charge of negligence in inspections by pointing out the facts of the work
baving been closed on the 24th May, and of his having seen it within a month pre-
vious to that date. But they cannot absolve him of responsibility for bis Over-
goer's proceedings, nor do they consider that his explanations were s0 full and

hould have been.

complete as they s
3. The Inspecting Engtneer for Communic

the necessity of insis
f its site and approaches.
(True Extract.)

* (Sigaed) G. W. WALKER, Calonel, RE,

Secretary to Governnent.

ations will take note of the Chief

Engineer’s remarks as to ting on every bridge plan being

accompanied by a section 0

To the District Engineer, Malabar.
Revenue Department.

Financial ”
Tnspecting Engueer for P
Oficiating Coatroller of Public Worksa Accounts,
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