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‘allowed for in the original estimate; my object was to make the work

v "

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

22rd July 1873.

No. 383. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER,
R.E., District Engineer, Godavery, to Colonel G. W, WALKER,-RE,,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Depaitment, dated Dowlaish-
weram, 4th June 1873, No. 705 :—

I mave the honour to acknowledge receipt of G, O. of the 14th May 1873,
. No. 1,312, and beg to submit the follow-

ing explanations for the consideration
of Gevernment. ‘

Two Plans.

9, With reference to paragraph 2, Ibeg to observe that, as the Exccutive

" Engincer had so fully and frankly acknowledged his error, I_could do no more

than solicit that the transaction should be looked upon as an oversight ; I could not
add to the trouble he was already involved in.  No ono deplores the unfortunate
circumstance more than I do; for out of an expenditure of uver seven lacs daring
last official year this is, I believe, the only failure, and has caused me the most
painful annoyance. Assoon as the Government Order under reply was received, an
inquiry was made regarding the document referred to, and hLerewith forwarded,
and it was found on the table of the despatching clerk, so that it was clearly by
inadvertence the plans had not bzen sent on, and by no fault of mine. I am onl
surprized the pépers were not called for before my explanation was placed before
Government, as they are referred to both in Captain Mead’s letter and mine,

3, With reference to paragraph 3, I beg to tender an humble apology to the
Government for causing them the slightest inconvenience, but I had hoped some
weight would have been allowed to myopinion on account of my position and experi- -
ence. I did not ask for mire money as, I believe, the additions [ had proposed can

be covered by savings on the estimate, as we are getting the material cheaper than

‘ < safe after
the section of the wall had been altered. In the original design, prepared by Mr.

Sage, a batter or slope of 14 to 1 had been allowed, and which is about sufficient for
the material to be used ; in the altered design the slope isonly 7to1,and as I was
certain in my own mind, from the almost daily experience we have heye with this
material, that this batter was insufficient, and particularly in this locality, I urged -
the necessity of changing it ; and, in fact, so convinced was I of the necessity of this
that I ordered it to be adopted in anticipation of sanction, and ag there would be
no increase of costin the small part of the groyne work already under execution ; for
this I would earnestly solicit the pardon of Government, as I did it simply in the

firm conviction it would save the whole; the work will hereafter proceed accordine
. L4 z
to the section ordered. ,

4. "Inreply to thelast sentence of paragraph 4, I beg to report that I did
inspect the work prior to the receipt of the Range Officer’s report, but the prohibi-
tion regarding it did not come to my recollection, and if the Range O
has but one range to think of, and the ‘Cont’roller who is specially appointed to
check all expenditure, failed to detect this, I can hardly be held responsible for
the omiss‘;ion; however, to ensure no such thiag occurring agin, I bave issued the
most stringent orders to Range OTicers, which, I trust, will Lo the means of saving
me from the displeasure of Government, Which I have unfortunately now incurred
through no immediate fault of my own.

flicer who
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