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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 18tk July 1813.

No. 330. Read the following letter from Colonel ‘. DRUMMOND, R.E,
Officiating Deputy Secretary to*the Government of India, Public Works
Department, (Railway,) to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to
the . Govermment of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway,) dated
Simla, 18th June 1873, No. 950 G. R.:—

I am uirected to forward, for information, copy of a communication from

the Military Departmfmt, and of an enclosed memorandum by the Officiating

. Accountant Genceral i that departmeunt, on th - subject of the rates tg be charged
i for the transport of Government stores by rail. )

2. Under the terms of the Railway Contracts the Government can claim for
. the transport of its stores the lowest rate charged for such stores, and can there-
. {ore claim any reduced rate which is allowed to another customer.

- 3. Public Works Department Resolution, No. 2,322-32 R., of 14th November
1871, calling on all depa\rhnents to use the Rail‘wa_y in preference to other modes
of transit, although apparently cheaper, shows to what extent Government 1s
resolved to give to Railways all legitimate support, and warrants a demand to

- be treated at least a8 well as their most Tavoured customers,

4. The matter should, with the approval of the Government of Madras, be
Jiscussed with the Agencies, with a view of ascertaining what ccincessious they are
ow in the carriage of Government stores, and of making such arrange.

prepared to all .
conduce to the convenience both of the Railway traffic and of the

* jments a8 may ‘
Government Departments concerncd.:
Office Memoranduu; from the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Depariment,(Trans-
. porb—-Ra:lway,) to the Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department,
' dated 10th April 1873, No. 604.
gf".’xm reference to the memorandum from the Putlic Works Department, No. 339 G. R.
- dat'fr ,,{be 1st March 1873, the undersigned is dirccted to forward, for early cousideration in
;7‘:‘ : . o that «department, the auncxed copy of a
;*,:45 « Ko, 10, doted 2ud April 1873. memorandum® from the Officiating Accountant

raf

Geni io,b Military Department, rclative to the rates to be charged for Government storcs carried
by l‘i:’éilv’vay , and to observe that Mr. 1aliburton’s views are generally concurred in by Government
in the Military Department. ' : o .

IIALIBURTON, Esq, Officiating Accountant General, Military Department

dum by A.
Memorandum ¥ Account Dranch, dated 2ud April 1873, No. 10,

Tag original enclosure of Military Department’s docket ** Transport,” * Railway,” No. 1,226

of the 20th February last, i8 berewith returned.
g, While we agree to payaR-ailways for the cax:riage of Government stores the same prica 54
id by the public, it matters little whether we hit off an average rate or pay the various eyjsy.
a The nancial result is the same, apd itis a mere question of convenience of ascount
- boC ontroller, who is the best judge of this, is in favour of taking the rates as they exist, ‘
, )

3. In pm-aj;raph 3 of the Ofﬁciating Deputy Secretary, Public Worl';s Department's No. 249

G. R, of 14th February last, it is stated : *¢ Th? Goverm.ne?t bas no claim to lower rates for the
R, g than those charged to the pablic.”” Thisis really the point for decision

hag been shown that Government has not the same right here which it lu:x arid

It is true it has not an absolute right, or rather it has not the Pow: $ in

ay to Railways that its stores and its troops sball be carried at rateq I'l'or to

/

P
} ing rates.

carriage of store
o1 do not thgnk it
“this respect b Tlome.

~  euforce the right, to 8 wer
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