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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public lVork: Department,
8th July 1873.

I T L e SO TR

No. 13t.- Rc d the following lotter from R. E. NORFOR, Iyq., Officiating

! District Engineer, South Arcot, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E. Cluef

: Eugmeer Public Works Department, dated Cuddalore, ldth June 1873
No. 44 :—

' WITH reference to No. 43 of the 17th ultimo, from the Under Secretary to
i : .. "~ Government, Public Works Department,
Oune Pctition,

; - forwarding to me for inquiry and repor
- & petition from- one Thumba Pillay, Earthwork Contractor on the Pelandorai
an Canal, I have the honour to inform vou that this Contractor complained ta

+ me that his work had been taken away from him at the reccommendation of the
© Anicut Oversecr, A. Coopoosawmy Moodelly, and the portion of channel allotted ta
- him was taken in hand departmentally, and being executed by task work ; that the
work he had done was not properly measured up cither by the Range Ufficer or
the Overseer, or his accounts correctly adjusted, and that sume Rupees 500 was

" still due to him; that he had outstanding advances on coolies who were working

. uuder him, and begged that if the work be given back to him he would complete

. his contract in as short a timo as possible ; he complained also that e had been
thuq unjustly treated because he refused to give the Overscer a share in the work,
Cor a per-centage ; in proof of this he produced a draft petition, written by tlm
! Qyerseer’s writer at the instigation of the Overseer, contradicting everything he
" had previously written me against the Oversecr and othu's, and stating that the

. charges he had made were untruths; this draft was given to him to write a fair

- copy from, with a promise that he woqld get back his work if he withdrew the

; complaint he had made,

.\' 2. This compluint I got at camp I‘Qriacoorchy, on my way to the ¢ «l"neut
and when I got there I took the opportunity of inquiring into it in the presence
'of the Range Officer and Overseer. 'The Overscer’s writer admitted that the
draft petition was in his handwriting, and the Overseer acknowledged that it was
'with his permission it was written.
‘admitted that there was & bailance due to the Contr actor, but that he hud not dong
*hls work properly, and it was therefore withheld. 'l'he Range Officer said tho
Lontract was taken out of Thumba Piilay’s hands because he had not a suflicient
vm;mber of coolics on the work, and was not working quickly. "The Coutractor
pleaded that the insuflicicney of (,uuhns was duae to the difliculty he experienced at
that particular season in prev curing labour; uthu’s were ulso labouring uuut,r the
same difficulty.” IIe promised to bring a large gang, of coolies if he was allowed -
afmm to set to work, and it was arranged that a fresh agreement should be drawn
up when ho was to re-commence work; but this Las”not been done yet; the
Contractor says he hias been waiting upon the Overseer, the Overscer says the man
hm never been to him except at ¢ inconvenient times ;7 the luct is the ()vexseer 19
unwllhnn' to give him back the work, and thougl he was ordered to give Lim

‘another trial he has been making all kinds of excuses.
3. I had reccived very good reports of this Overseer’s work, but I must sy

I was not at all satisfied with what I saw; tha whole of the codlies appeared to Lo
in a stato of open mutiny, and very gr (’dt discontent prevailed throughout ; nearly

i

” +

i
i
t

! r -

The Range Officer and the Overscer also -
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» No, 14, . 1 Temar rom ), report on
this p on thy Verscer 4. Coopoo-
of in the Distriet Engineer’s letter record::;wthl (}OOde“&’ o i Poken 50 well
acknowledges that Ljg Wrter wag 5 wed by s to a;‘t a,o o, *0th f\pr.xl,
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South Arcot is en_]m.n;! the proper supervision of Rauce Officer for satisfacti
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. ill be .
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3. The pe ) ineer’s letter ;
18 claims, . f the Districe Engine forcing Colonel
of his clain to paragraph 3 o . f 6th June, enfo o on.
3 With reference 1 I:Z of G. 0., No. 1,501, o due stress upon the emp
tion is called to pm‘a}fmpll officers against ]aymgt.“: of works.
. , 1 to loca €xecuilo
Mulling’ w ﬂm"‘f particular agency for the
n
ment of any o

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E,,

Secretary to Government.

to.
t. e
. South Arco L .
istrict Enoineer .. ollege, . tion,
To the stt!‘l-ct f?}? the bivil Engmeerlinfhfl)ir:ctor of Tublic Instruc
Principa throug
"

Petition Depaz tment.
»”

Fxd. S. 7. Aastin.
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